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U.K. Lords Rule Against Pinochet 

In 3-2 Verdict, Judges Reject Immunity for Former Chilean Leader 


By Warren Hoge 
New York Times Service 


l$l Billion Is Possible 
With the Opposition 




-■ ./ By^ThcmiasCrainpton 

btBwrti^Haaltrnibme 


LONDON — The House of Lords on 
■ Wednesday rejected General Augusto 
Pinochet’s claim to immunity from ar- 
rest, committing him to remain in cus- 
tody here while Spain seeks his ex- 
tradition on charges of genocide and 
t e rrorism.' 

In tersely worded verdicts read oat 
. indivi duall y in the ornate upper cham- 
ber by the five Law Lords constituting 


RANGOON- -—'The United Nations 
"and Wood Bank have eritered into 


Joy and anger in Santiago. Page 4. 


Secret negotiations with Burmese gov- 
' eminent andqpposition leaders to offer 
; ;fe nfl^ nna^regmie $l biffionin 
; .financial andf humanitarian aid in ex- 

■ "adiangc foi openiiig a dialogue wife the 
opposition, according to sources in- 

I volvedin thti negotiations. . 

f ; Tnifhtferfoniy weeks ago, thtt pTnn haa 
. ^^^ TOtroduc^ af a time' of bittedy 
"jjtfSnized and deeply entrenched poEt- 
*^cdstaltmaieinBiimia. 

But government officials, opposition 
"leaders and Rangoon-based drolomats . 
*?aid the attempt at dollar <%dkxnacy 
: offered * The bek gSmnvr nf frojv; yet’* 
'for breaking the; deadlock between die 
opposition Ted by Daw Aung San Son 
Kyi and the ruling generals.'. 

. The plan calls for'stq>-^-st£p^com- 
pronrises from both the government and 
die opposiljoH,wifoprogres^^ 

■ by increasing amounts of financial as- 
1 distance and humanitarian aid. - 

: •• “A lot of stids have been used: — 
-and they remain tn place— but now we 
• are also offering the gov ernment some 
carrots/* said a Rangocm-based dip- 
lomat who is 1 involved in .tire, nego- 
tiations- * "With the reaction we have 
.naxitved'so'.jar'hcan'all .sides it is not 
impossible to outixne a win-win" see-/. 
_hario/* 


Daw Aimg San Sua Kyi would be! 
able to stop the funds at any time. 


undesrmined by a'^ of such coor- 


Both die government and onpdaftiofi 
have agrecdtoporsaetitei^ftmfMher 
meetings with a United Naficais eavcy 
jgrr are scbednlcd-io take p&ce .in 
gjimnamfoih foie nexreigkr^weeaus,. 
sources in the' goyenaaept htid thisqp- 
positionsakL 

tempt to iac&Ktelpttynn^ 
institutions directly 

tiations, audit corner amwitosing rat- " 
icism dud pmd peace" efforts fafcv&been 


de SbtO, the pfen^^^ forrn rdnfry f at a 
secretive meeting held wetiks earlier in 
southern England between the World 
Bank, die United Nations and five Ran-, 
goon-based ambassadors who attended 
man tmofficial capacity. 

Sources involvedinthe negotiations 
said titey discussed the first step for a 
release of fimds* which was initially set 
at requiring the government fd release 
political jjrisoners, allow paw Aung 
San Sou Kyi freedom of movement and 
permit her National League for Democ- 
racy to function as a political party. In 
exchange, the National League fbrXte- 
nvrf-ratry wn nM ^grefftoTesrind its, calls 
to conyiexie Parliament, andintemation^ . 
al funding would be opened to Burma . 
-for fhefost time/in more than a' do- 
cade. . r . . . T . ’ * . ■' 

; ftmnftted through die Worid Bank,' 
tteiadkof the famk would come from, 
Japan, with additional assistance _ ex- 
pected ffom Australia and - Singapore, 
acretces involved in Renegotiations 
said. . •: ■ , 

if die jrian proceeds, -the T&tited 
Sta^.vcfnchhas in^oseda wide range 
die counter’s mu- 


. «uj. 

fiom 

-Monetary Fuqd and 

? X>‘ ^ * ■ > v - r - - •. .. 


England's hipest court, the. judges 
ruled, 3 to 2, that crimes like hostage- 
taking and torture are not protected, by 
.sovereign immunity because they can- 
not be considered functional acts of a 
head of state. 

The ruling overturned the Oct 28 
judgment of England’s High Court that 
“ tire fanner Chilean dictator could not be 
arrested because he was a former head 
of stale. The court told him to stay in 
England while the Crown Prosecution 
Service, representing the Spanish au- 
. tharities, appealed the decision. The 
surprise arrest took place Oct 16 in 
: response to a request fiom a Spanish 
judge, Baftasar Garzon, that he be held 
. in London for. extradition to Madrid. 

[The Chilean foreign minister, Jose 
Miguel Insnlza, will be dispatched 
. Thursday to London in a new effort to 
free . General Pinochet, President 
Eduardo Frei announced Wednesday, 
Agence Eranco-Presse reported from 
- Santiago. Mr. Insnlaa mil also travel to 
Madrid in a bid to persuade Spanish 
authorities to drop their extradition re- 
quest, Mr. Frei said.] 

Lard Nicholls, expressing Wednes- 
day’s majority view, told the House, 
“International law ban matte plain that 
certain types of conduct, including tor- 
ture and hostage-taking, are not accept- 
able conduct cm the part of anyone. Inis 
applies as much to heads of state, or 
even, more so, as it does to everyone 
else. The contrary conclusion would 
make a mockery of international law/* 

The decision marked a significant . 
iJroademrijg of the pt^Tjflitiesropened 
up by changes in international law and . 
Dew human rights covenants for pur- 
suing people across national borders 
..with allegations of crimes against hu- 


^ ^ ftGiN D A 

In SouthRorea, Kevorkian Is Charged With Murder 


Since War's End 


ByponKjxk 

Jntemadonal Herald "Marne 


SEOUL - — Sontii. Korea's economy 
contracted at a 6.8jptgceat arm n al ntte in 

tBfetbudquartff <» tins year, the Bank ctf 

Korea reported Wednesday,- paintij^a 
Keftii«ttinfl V portiait of a country tn tile 
I- ' depths of Its. worst reoessioo since ihe 
t KoreanWaFendednr 1953. • 

-EconomistslKue said they saw : lime 
sign, of a turnaround in Asia’s second'- 
b^gcsteoODomy, and srime warned timt : 


; . Reuters • _ ' 

PONTIAC.Mkdiigan—MktogaiL 
raoseciitcas on Wednesday charged 
Dt Jack Kevorkian, a fffommentU.S. . 
advocate of assisted suicide, with 
first-c^ree premeditated morder m 
Ihe- death Of a ^ terinmaDy al man 
whose death fiom a lethal injection 
was ^iown on television. 

Other charges filed against Dr. Ke- 
voririan were criminal assistance of a . 
suicide and delivery of a controlled 


substance. The Oakland County pros- 
ecutor, David Gorcyca, said his office 
decided to press charges after seeing a 
videotape of the death, an edited ver- 
sion of which was broadcast 
'Mr. Kevorkian, seeking a legal 
showdown over euthanasia, dared 
prosecutors to Charge him after be 
was shown giving a fatal dose to. 
Thomas Youk, 52, who had 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease. 


rnsnse mOT-Stifl Be ahead- 
.■Hong Ki Seok, who ^ecialraes m‘ 
forec ast^ : at tfae Korea Developmeait 
Thgtitnt^. a government research orga- 
niaatioo, predicted another report of 
^"Sw^groyth” for the fourth 
-quartor/ a$ govexnmeait and .-business 
fiKe thefx»d to pay off orjxsschedate 
$30 baiksain loans next year. . 

"“Koreaisstill traroed to&e tunnel of 

■ sewjrereccsftfe?!/’ Hong s^o. 

- ' -Tbe July-Septembcr quarter was me 

’ffihdomsecotisBOTiB in^ ^ which the gross 
• jaoduct^foc total value of the 

nifiOB’i Otipnt of goods and services, 
emftpcfed. .The decline followed a 3.9 

peti^^nnka^infoe goOTCt Ufos 

. Wen AS 1 Years smec tite Soitin Kcreai . 
.. Somy ^ootgacted fox three quarters 
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of Ktma smd 

u&rest payments, to the rest of the 
: woiM” were foe reason foe co^jy s 
grosS' national .product was fojlfoK 
dwrtly^Stiufo . teagn ddrts 

totaf$l54 .billion- The economy ooBr 
tjaetcri as. the country’s heavjly lever- 
, aged "cocgjasies smuggled to pay- 
v.terest rates cor loans? 

The «wnhy was rescoed fiom me 
biink of bantoplty iieaiiy a year ago 


A GODB START —Preadent^ang Zemin of China arriving for a 
dinner Wednesday at file state guesthouse in Tokyo in a cheerful 
mood, seated next to Prime Minister Ryikaro Hastumoto of Japan, 
Security was tight hi the Japanese capita as Mr. Jiang began 
jjjs ^g-day state visit to Japan, file first by a Chinese leader. 


Tbe Dollar 


Tension With Italy « 


PtowVbrtc We«l»j<fay 6 4 PJA previous Oosa 


TYrikey. eased* its- insistence Wet^ ff 


Pound - 

OotmapvpeooA 


1.7045 

121-705 

5.7133 

1,661' 


1-7037 

121.025 

5.7123 

■1.6601 
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4ch nabet Jeaaer Aoaniiau uamim 

trial ppintit^foai»sribleloweon^ SjgJii 
tfj Ugimig between the two countries. 

' “Ideally, we want hmi to-be pros- II I .. 
-ented ^^. pnnished mT)nk^y.” a +1 _ 13 
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tiiis does nbt.happfeiu be should be 
TOtjsecuted. under- ifflematiomd law 
against tertorism and punished m a 
S ^nhlry sncfa a& Italy and Ger- 
many** Mr. Cfcalan, fl» leader of. me 
Srfeh WQtkmParty.txPKK, was 
arrested mRorae on Noy. \2i Fage 4. 
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Page 10. 
Pages 8-9. 
Pages 22-23. 
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Anita Gonsalez, left, who lost family members in the Pinochet years, being comforted Wednesday in Santiago. 


manity. Opponents of the reasoning be- 
hind the finding Wednesday have said 
prosecutors could apply it to people like 
Queen Elizabeth 0 for past British ac- 
tions in Ireland and President Bill Clin- 
ton for the bombing of Iraq. 

In a press conference in Parliament, 
Geoffrey Bindman, a lawyer represent- 
ing Amnesty International and the fam- 
ilies of victims of the Pinochet regime, 
called the ruling “the most important 
case in human rights law this century.” 
He added that “the significance of this 
case will extend to all repressive re- 
gimes where the heads of state seek to 
assen the freedom to travel around the 
worid living in luxury on the proceeds 
of their crimes.” 


■ V ' v* . . ' V' 

" ■ 


The first two judges to speak. Lords 
lynn and Lloyd : upheld the High Court 



Government 


Of Turkey 
Falls After 


Losing Vote 


Slynn and Lloyd , upheld the High Court 
decision^ raisingrthe pix*^ct ardbng the 
hundreds of thousands or people watch- 
ing the event on television that General 


By Stephen Kinzer 

New York Tones Service 


See PINOCHET, Page 4 
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General Pinochet, who is in a Lon- 
don hospital under police guard. 


Decision Causes Dilemma 
For Blair’s Government 


Choice Between Wishes of Labour and of an Ally 


By Tom Buerkle 

International Herald Tribune 


LONDON — The unexpected de- 
cision to deny General Augusto 
Pinochet immunity from arrest poses a 
dilemma for the government of Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, which must now 
choose between the desire of most La- 
bour Party members to see the general 
extradited to Spain, and the wishes of a 
Chilean government that has been one 
of Britain's stoutest allies in Latin 
America. 

The ruling that General Pinochet does 
not enjoy immunity also sent a strong 
warning to dictators around the world 
that they can be pursued for human 
rights abuses if they venture abroad. 


legal experts said Wednesday. 
Unless the government 


Unless the government decides 
quickly to release General Pinochet on 
compassionate grounds. Spam’s at- 
tempts to extradite the former dictator 
still face major legal hurdles here, 
however, and it could take months or 
even years to decide his fate. But the Law 
Lords set a major precedent by ruling that 
a head erf state cannot claim sovereign 
immunity for crimes against humanity. 

‘The Law Lords are effectively vin- 
dicating the principles that were laid 
down by the Nuremberg court” after 
World War II, said Lord Lester, a hu- 
man rights lawyer. “It is very, very 
important that there should be no hiding 


place in any state for people who are 
accused of' the most heinous crimes 
against humanity.” 

After the ruling, crowds of Chilean 
exiles and human rights supporters erup- 
ted in celebration in London and in Mad- - 
rid. In Madrid, Isabel Allende. the d 
daughter of former President Salvador 
Allende, who died during the 1973 coup 
that brought General Pinochet to power, 
hailed the ruling. “This demonstrates 
that in this world principles do exist and 
that dictators amaoi travel with impun- 
ity and think they are above the law,” 
she said. 

“For the first time in 25 years, I 
would say there is a bit of justice," said 
Helia Lopez, a Chilean exile who joined 
the throng outside Parliament in London 
bearing the picture of her brother-in- 
law, Hector Roberto Rodriguez Car- 
camo, who disappeared during the 
Pinochet years. 

The intensity of the reaction to the 
judgment underlined die pressure facing 
the government and Home Secretary 
Jack Straw, who must decide by Dec. 2 
whether to allow extradition proceedings 
to go ahead Mr. Straw did not comment 
after the ruling, and aides insisted be 
would review the Spanish extradition 
request in a “quasi-judicial capacity.” 

Mr. Straw was a leftist student leader 
in Britain during the Alleode years, and 


’ ISTANBUL— The government 
of Prime Minister Mesut YjJmaz, 
plagued since its inception 17 
months ago by competing pres- 
sures from Islamic groups ana the 
rigidly secular military, lost a con- 
fidence vote Wednesday in Par- 
liament and fell. 

The vote, by a 3l4-to-214margin, 
came after Mr. Yilmaz was impli- 
cated in a corruption scandal in 
which be allegedly helped gangsters 
buy a state-owned bank. He has 
denied all charges against him. 

President Suleyman Demirel was 
expected to ask Mr. Yilmaz to stay 
on as prime minister until an interim 
government can be formed to take 
the country to an early election in 
April. But with both Turkey's cen- 
ter-right and center-left parties di- 
vided by bitter rivalries, there 
seemed tittle prospect that a stable 
government could emerge from (be 
election. 

As a result, the military is likely 
to retain ultimate political power 
here. Its commanders view them- 
selves as the only stabilizing force 
in the country and the final bulwark 
against religious fundamentalism. 
Critics, however, say their political 
role restricts the growth of Turkish 
democracy. 

After two years of spectacular 
revelations about ties between crim- 
inals and successive Turkish gov- 
ernments. many Turks have become 
deeply cynical about politics. Some 
believe that supporting the Islamic 
party is the best way to show their 
disgust with the political establish- 
ment Military commanders, how- 
ever, might not allow the party to 
come to power even if it won the 
election. 

Mr. Yilmaz had sou^t to ease 
military-backed restrictions on Is- 
lamic symbols, which he evidently 
believed were too strict and risked 
creating a political backlash. He 
urged foe military to stop insisting 


See LORDS, Page 4 


See TURKEY, Page 10 


Netanyahu’s Scramble to Gain Support 

Israeli Prime Minister Lures Levy to Cabinet in Effort to Broaden Coalition 


By Lee Hockstader 

Washington Post Service 


JERUSALEM — Since he returned 
fiom signing a peace deal in Wash- 
ington a month ago. the Israeli prime 
minister's daily political agenda has re- 
sembled foe “Perils of Pauline” — a 
nonstop scramble to plug new holes in 
the-ieaky dike of his government 
. Just this week, Benjamin Netanyahu 
has tried to soothe Jewish settlers who 
are jittery over Israeli troop withdrawals 
by promising them new roads, pools and 
community centers. He has warned irate 
nationalist allies to support him or face 
political oblivion. And on Wednesday 


broaden his coalition by luring David 
Levy, the popular former foreign min- 
ister who resigned in January, back into 
a prime cabinet position. 

“f think it’s important to secure as 
broad a base for the support for the 
peace process that we’re negotiating, 
trying to achieve — security and peace 
for Israel/’ Mr. Netanyahu told report- 
ers before leaving for London. 

In London, Mr. Netanyahu is to meet 
with Prime Minister Tony Blair, who 
has expressed support for Mr. Netan- 
yahu's moves in foe peace process, be- 
fore going on to the United States at foe 
end of foe week. 

Having lost a reliable majority in Par- 


year s from now. The price for that may 
be fanning a national unity government 
— an alliance with his most bitter en- 
emies in foe dovish Labor Party. 

That prospect is clearly unsavory for 
Mr. Netanyahu, even though he has now 
embraced foe very land-for-security 
policies his Labor predecessors initi- 
ated. But it may be the only way he can 
stay afloat while Israel continues to 
withdraw from foe West Bank as it 
agreed to do under President Bill Clin- 
ton’s prodding last month. 

In foe daily Ha'aretz on Wednesday, 
Gideon Samet wrote that foe “new 
trick” of wooing Mr. Levy would “pa- 
per over the disintegration of the co- 


twice delayed his departure for London 
in order to forge an extraordinary deal to 


seems to be to avoid being forced into 
elections before his term expires two 


See ISRAEL, Page 10 
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Paradise Lost/ An Island Tom Asunder 
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Herman Johnson, a fishing 
boat captain, owned three 
houses in Mangrove Bight, 
all of which were destroyed. 
He built this one-room A- 
Jrame from die remains. 
‘There's a joke going . 
around,’ he said. ‘The 
government came on 
Monday before the storm to 
collect taxes, and they 
haven’t been seen since.’ 


After Mitch Took Everything, Residents Rebuild 


By John Ward Anderson 

Washington Post Service 


G UANA] A, Honduras — This 
tiny palm-fringed island used to 
be best known as a landfall for 
Christopher Columbus and a 
hideout for 17th-century buccaneers, who 
made fortunes sacking gold-laden Spanish 
galleons. In modem scuba-diving circles, it 
earned renown as a secluded tropical oasis 
set amid some of the world’s most spec- 
tacular coral reefs. 

But today, Guanaja is best known as the 
Caribbean island over which die hurricane 
designated Mitch stalled for almost two 
days, lashin g its fragile offshore ecosys- 
tems, tropical forests and coastal towns and 
resorts with driving rains and wind gusts of 
over 320 kilometers (200 miles) per hour. 

When the storm finally drifted away, it left 
behind wrecked hotels and houses, a ruined 
tourism industry and widespread environ- , 
mental destruction. • 

Entire towns were destroyed. Mangrove 
Bight, a community of about 4,700 people 
and 200 houses on the north coast, now has 
about 20 partially intact buildings. The rest 
of the town is a junk heap of wood, cloth, 
paper, cement blocks and electrical ap- 
pliances. 

Along the island's steep shores, luxury 
home sites are marked by fields of 
splintered wood. Forests were blown down 
and acres of topsoil washed away. What 
trees remain upright were stripped of their 
leaves and bark and stand like twisted, 
gnarled skeletons. 

The huge network of underwater coral Viva 
reefs — home to sea urchins, exotic fish it is I 
and eels, brilliant yellow, orange and red 
sponges, sea turtles, shipwrecks and numerous 
types of coral — has not been surveyed completely. 
Bat one of the island’s diving companies said about 
20 percent of the reefs it visited immediately after 
the storm had been destroyed. 

“This island was dealt an awful blow by Mitch,” 
said Julius Rensch. a Floridian who is president of 
Guanaja’s tourism association and the manager of a 
seven-room hotel on the south side of the island that 
was destroyed. * * But the resil ience of the people here 
will allow them to pull back faster than the mainland, 
even though the mainland's going to get a lot more 
assistance. The islanders are not going to wait for 
help. They’re independent and tough.” Amazingly, 
only 10 people died on Guanaja (pronounced wa-na- 
ha) during the storm, which killed an estimated 
10,000 people, mostly in Honduras and Nicaragua, 
during its rampage through Central America. 

The storm wreaked massive environmental dam- 
age throughout the region, often in the same places 
damaged by huge forests Gres last summer. That 
was no coincidence. First the fires deforested huge 
mountains, and then — absent the trees and un- 
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most popular tourist destinations in Hon- 
duras — the ancient Mayan city of Copan 
and the Caribbean island of Roatan, a. 
bigger, glitzier neighbor of Guanaja — for 
lire most part escaped severe damage and 
are open for business. “People are going 
to be afraid to come to Honduras in the 
short term because of water pollution and 
thievery because of hunger,” said Arturo 
Cotroles, a government spokesman. 
“Call it the Mitch Syndrome. Z’m not sure 
where reviving tourism is going to come 
in the list of national priorities.” 

Nowhere is that question more pressing 
than among the approximately 10,000 res- 
idents of Guanaja, a 21 square mile (55 
square kilometer) island that rises to about 
1,350 feet (410 meters) just 40 miles off 
the Honduras coast. Islanders — a curious 
cultural mix of retired Americans, descen- 
dants of black African slaves and white, 
English-speaking holdovers from the days 
.when Guanaja was aBritish tcokmy-+- said, 
they had- received aid packages from 
private groups, but have gotten. virtually no 


M ANY of the estimated 1,200 
houses that were destroyed 
were built on stilts above the 
water to escape sand flies and 
mosquitoes. Few people had insurance. 
Every one of the island’s 12 hotels was 
severely damaged, although the two most 
famous — Bayman Bay Club and Posada 
del Sol — expea to reopen soon. 

Equally uncertain is me permanent im- 
**•»*’* pact on the environment of Guanaja, 
louse; which Columbus dubbed “the Island of 
der it. Pines” when he landed hoe in 1502 be- 
cause of its groves of tall pine trees. Prior 
to Mitch, tire island had a lush green canopy of 
pines, palms and fruit trees with abundant bird life, 
and its inlets were lined with mangroves. Today, the 
island is completely brown, and sightings of parrots 
and hummingbirds are rare, residents said. 

Some ecologists say that hurricanes are part of a 
natural cycle and are necessary to thin forests, Iowa 
die salinity of coastal waters and — as in the case of 
Guanaja — scrub underwater reefs and remove 
collected debris and pollution. Others are concerned 
that greater deforestation and erosion on the island 

could increase silt deposits on the offshore gardens of 

coal Residents, meanwhile, say that rebuilding their 
lives is the first order of business, but that the 
destruction was so complete, they hardly know 
where to begin. “We watched everything we worked 
for our whole lives go down the drain,” said Robert 
Tatum, 51, as he and his wife, Jane, cleared debris 
from their beachfront property. All that was left of 
their bouse was a set of stairs. “One thing I can assure 
you is we’re not going to leave it This was all I ever 
worked for, and fm not going to walk away because 
a hurricane came and blew my house down.” 


MDWjriAaktn'IkWatoVMlM 

Vrvalee Cooper sitting on what used to be the floor of her house; 
it is now the roof, and she and her three children five under it. 


dergrowth — the rains caused massive erosion. 

Tiny streams became raging torrents that spilled 
their banks and ripped up huge swaths of trees. 
Hundreds of thousands of mature trees spilled from 
tile mouths of rivers into the Caribbean and now line 
beaches as far as the eye can see. Honduran en- 
vironmental officials said some forests lost up to 70 
percent of their trees. Top government officials are 
considering a 10-year moratorium on logging. 

I N NICARAGUA, “preliminary data indicate 
that hundreds of thousands of trees were lost, 
many river beds, coastlines, lagoons, swamp 
lands and cultivation soils were damaged in 
large proportions,” said the environmental min- 
ister, Roberto Stadthagen. “In some cases, the 
destruction was irreversible.” 

The small but growing tourism industry in both 
Honduras and Nicaragua was devastated. The prob- 
lem, government officials say, is not so much 
wrecked infrastructure as heightened concern 
among potential tourists about unhealthy water and 
the potential for disease and crime. In fact, the two 
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Disapproving, BeDecloa'esHis Fax^i ififlnes? f 

' . ' -r rrrr : penooal mes&oos as he.rtas, taikmg. 

. By Howard Kurtz . Jfoout his views of extramarital sexi ’ ’ J* 

• mthiMtto* Pan Service said the sutgectwas. legitimate because 

WASHINGTON — it will come ai “in the pdlitkalarena, as knows,£je« 
no surprise to most Americans, but -the- 1 is 

specaalOTunseL Kenneth Stair, says he. The ABC prog ram, fo r winchfi vetf 

Mr. Stair’s prosecutors were. also-. n£: 
ftsrviewed. Hives him a highrprofife fori 


has never engaged irijt Iriinself. '" : 

In his festprimeHthne interview, with 
ABC television, Mr- Starr said, “The 
answer to the big question, is 'no. ' I have 
not been unfaithful to my spouse. 

“Tm not trying to pat myself on the ' 
back, but I’ve med to live by wtiafl 
believe is nry obligation and my re- 
sponsibility.’* :V-J ' ■ •• "V .. 

Asked whether adultery was; a great 
sin, Mir. Starr .said, “At a moral level, .. 
if’s each person’s determination about ' 
what kind of fife he or she is going to 
lead.” ~ ; . 

. ‘ The inteview with Diane Sawyer of 
ABC is.pait of Mr. Starr’s effort to 
refurbish his image after intense exit- . 
icism from White House officials and' 

congressional Democrats. ‘ 

A spokesman-said' Mr. Starr had felt 
that it was not appropriate to give major 
media in t erv i ews until, after his testi- 
mony Thursday before the House Ju- 
diciary Committee cm his findings H cbn- ' 
ceming President Bill Clinton. Mr: . 
Stair’s SepL 9report to Congress; which 
alleged penury, witness tampering arid 
obstruction of justice by Mr. Clinton, 
contained graphic details of thepres- 
ident’s relationship with a former White 
House intern, Monica Lewinsky. 


Ms. Sawyer put it, “a nwraLtrusader,? 
“setf-rightKHis,” “sanctnnoniaus, ” “4 
puritan” and “the sex police." . vj •; - 
* Such critics are wrong, Mr. Stairsairfl 
^Hnmey Geaeal Janet 
approved his request to examine whetata 
emma were committed in the JonesaEl; 
Mr Starr commented on the jAitpose of : 
riiaf inquiry:. * ‘Were crinies cpmgiit ted? ^ 

hptel-io^attheExcel^^^^o^ettha^. 
And you know wfaat? The whole idea of . 
equal justice under ; law v means, 4haf 
you’ve got to play by the rules. It ha$ 
nothing to do with tbeundedymg subject 
matter.- You just tell the truth.” }f . * . 

He also defended tiie conteril of Ms 
report to tite House, saying Ins sti®. 
made a “professicmal jmlgmenf’ioint 
elude the graphic s detail about Mr. 

rtfnmrr and Ms. Lewinsky. When Msl 

dtS^^mh carw 
prosecatioxs for ailing the truth.”^ - 
Asked what he personally thought of 


Mr. Clinton, the prosecutor desqc 
him as 4 'extraordmarily talen£ed, v 
dexfuDy empalhetic.’ ’ But his time, 
very different when Ms. Sawyer at 


Mr. Starr spoke With, the Ms. Sawyer what would happen to the legal systeztf 
for three and a half hoars last weekend, “if Bill Omton .is aHowedto get away 


A one-hoar program containing ex- 
cerpts of their conversation was to be 
broadcast Wednesday evening on the 
network’s 20/20 program. Particmants 
in the session described him' as aefeo- 


withthis.” 

“Iihhric p e rjury — let me.'say, lyfl^} 
urider r oath and encouraging Bra undisc 
oatfi—does go to the very heart and awl 1 
of whatooiots do," Me, J^arr sakL “And. 


sive at candid at others, anid'emo- --if we say we doii’t caie,lef s forget abont 
rirtrmi when discus&mg his staff. •' . - ' " courts and we’Dl just have other ways of . 

W lniftritfAlmg IMenew light on his , figuring wthowto handle <tisraites,let’s 
investigation of Mr. Clin to n's relation- abolish the judiriazyl But as long as we 
ship with Ms. Lewinsky; the special have the courts-^ arid I think any jodg& 
prosecutOTC&dadaK)wle<^eprtrtdeinsin worth Iris or her salt would say, ’We' 
the handling of Linda Tripp, Mu Lew- cannot tolerate perjury.* ” ; ■ 

indey’s onetime friend, who frroaght her Mr. Stacr gave no on-the-xecoid in: 

secret tape iKxndiQgs of conversatioas ' terviews dirringhts inve^jgatiQp autghe 
withMs. Lewinsky to Mr. Starr’scffice spbke last qaing to Bnll’s Coriteril 
in January and later wore an FBI wire; . magazine, touching off a furor by 
Mr. Stair was adted stixmt Ms. Tripp's ' : knowlcdgjng tiiat he had talked to re* 
being allowed to leave his office and, porters, on a^ot-far-attcibution basis. : - 
hours later, speak, to attonKys : roue- ChariesBakaly, aqnkesmanforMri 
seating Paula Jones in her sexual nar- Stair, said that the special prosecutor 
assment suit against the president ■* may -.do mote interviews ; bat “is not 

**T think we could have had better to^ ^run. some media campaign.” 1 , 

roniiolof her,” he said. Mr. Starr added ' “He doesn’t fe^ a need toviiKlicat^ 
that hir staff had been unaware of flie himseff,‘ , Mr. Balraly saikL “L think hfl 
contact witii Mrs. Jones's lawyars. justrccognizcs thercis apublic mterest: 

- ; ; hfc* Sawyer said: Mondiy that sht was ^ ”Hc w a pubfic^figiire and he trying 1 6 
“•‘suapri^ca he was aSaCC^siblri bB::fbd lr mfti^ihataeiedk”- - n . •" n 
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Contract of Airport Director 


. The Asso ci a t ed Press ■ . 

HONG KONG ~ Five inanths .after 
the efisastrous opening of Hraig Kong’s 
new $20 billion airport, its chief ex- 
ecutive is stepping down, the ahpart 
authority said Wednesday. . 

The depazture of Hark Townsend, a 

foriner Internatio n al Bccfatel Inc", engi- . 

oeer, takes effect Nfoixtay, whoa his con- 
tract ends, acx»iding to a spokesman for 
die airport authority, Chris Donaolley. 

Mr. Townsend “was suspected to 
have had a mild stroke, but that is not the 
reason why he jfr retiring, Mr. Dcmr : 
nolley said, declining to elaborate. 

The move comes just days after Mr. 
Townsend testified during legislative 
hearings that he could have been more 
forthcoming about potential problems 
when the airport at Chek .Lap Kok 
opened on July 6. . I- ./ V 

Government officials have, com- 
that they were not frilly in- 




mg of the ahpost that left 
enfoarrassed as computer breakdowns 
and systems problems crippled: both 
passenger and cargo services. - ~ 
Meantime, die official who originally 
said he would take, the blame for tbe 
airport troubles was reappointed as 
rhnirtrmr* of the aizpriit authoiity, alozig 


with .14 otiier board members whose 
terms were expiring. - 
Wong Po-yan and- the others will 
keep their jobs as an interim azrange^ 
znent far. anotiasr six months, saad in- 
vestigatims into thepn^dems, the gov- 
ernment said. “ 7, 

“The airport is now nnmin| 
smoodily and we will continue to do af 
we can in close collaboration with die 
government,” Mr. Wong said in a state- 
ment " 

'Hie airport’s troubled opening was 
costiy. The government has estimated 
that a ban for more than a montiv ou all 
cargo except, pcrishables and essenthfl 
goods will shave 035 percent off thri 
tezritoryfagioss dcunesticprbdrict 
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Republicans See Perjury Count as Cliff-Hanger 


P&JwietEsfocim 

Sendee 


■ WASHINGTON^-- A ore- 
tonary survey by HouseRo. 
pBbhcans looking ahead to a 
Boor vote next monition im- 
peaching President Bill Clin- 
ton has found &at a snide 


, ' — witupa- 

Jury would come close to 
passdng. while a possible 
second count of obstruction 
- 9 f justice would a«wd- 

tog to senior ; Republican 
JParty.sourceS- 

. “-But a pumshmeutfor Me- 
C^Unftm short Of fo^geadi-' 


vote on censure. . 

to an interview; the chair- 
manof foeHoase RnlbsCoo> 

. GesaMSoknhoo, Re- 
pubheah of New York; 
suggested die foaaa erasure 
resolution could take: a mea- 
sure, like Mr. McHale’s pro- 
wonld 'be jessed 

andreqinreMr. Clinton's sig- 
nature. 

■' Thie vote survey Tuesday 
raMr. Solomon's comments 
■iweare amdug the first indica- 
tions since die speaker-desig- 

mfp Ttnh T yiviflArtfrMi T> * 


■Js^Iittioo of ceoane, ^ 
s pared to, be gahxing 1 raor- 
jbentum, • 

; The RepubKean vote 

^Otint, the sources' said, 

showed that Such a measure 
•Was likely tp pass if JDeznti- 
prats followed the public po- 
sition of their Leadership and~ 
unbraced it Even wavering 
Democrats are now doing 

that with Repre&entarivp. Pan! 

McHale of Peunsylvaiiia, the’ 
first Democrat to call for Mr. 
Clinton’s resignation and a 
member viewed as a likely 

paJating the^^^^raTcra- 
sure pitposal in the House. 

. A senior Republican aide 
acknowledged foat. Mr. 
McHale’s move, could carry 
rjremendous weight’ *• in foe 
tjebate over whether Mr. 
Clinton should be impeached 
for concealing his relation- 
ship with a former White 
House intern, Monica Lew-' 
insfcy, in his testimony in the: ' 
rank Jones sexual harass- 
ment case ‘and ' subsequent 
criminal investigation. 

^ Hue aide said the vote 
Count found foat while fuD 
House approval of impeach- 
ment on a perjury charge was 
“definitely in play," an ob- 
struction of ^rstice charge. 


of - Louisiana, assumed 
leadership , of his party in.tbe 
.Ho use,, that Republicans out- 
side the Judiciary Committee 
have; begun seriously to eat- 
plons possible outcomes to foe 
impeachment inquiry. 

' The Jtu&daiy panel itself 
now seems- intent on wrap- 
ping up its investigation as 
soon as possible in order -to 
meet foe plan of its chairman, 
Henry Hyde, Republican of 
Illinois, for a vote cm articles 
of impeachment foe week of 
Dec. 7 and a vote in foe foil 
HousethS follow ing week. 

Juttioaiy : Committee 
sources' said die panel had do j 


“at foe present time, has no 
chance-’' Should an impeach- 


ment vote fail on the House 
floor. Republicans said,, it 


beyond foe three expected to 
appear next week regarding 
Mr. Clinton's involvement 
with . former a White House 
yahiriteer, Kathleen W3fey, 
who has accused the presir 
drat , of .groping her in foe 
OvalOffice suitein 1993. 

_ The sonrees said the : com- 
mittee. was also considering 
granting foe Wbite'Hbuse a 
foil day of public hearing the 
week of Dec. 7 to mount a 
defense, before the Republi- 
can chief counsel ; David 
S choppers, makes a closing 
presentation. Then, foe com- 
mittee wflldebate and vote on 

-The 21 Republicans on .foe 
SX-member* ; -committee are 
virthalfy certain to approve a 
charge- against Mr. Clinton 


Ads Figure in a Senate Face-Off 


j ' WASHINGTON— SeuateRepublicans have got fodr tmly 
postelection leadership fi^rt as ai first-tam senator, Chudc 
fctogel, -cfaaltengod-w vetew^fl^g^ M cCg Baa l L «iwah, 
manship of their canq»i^«Dnj«»itteo^vowmg iottyto stamp, 
out negative campaigning add put a “positive"- focus on the 
Republican message. . V" r ^ '* . ' 7 . ' 
Mr. McConnelLaf Kentuc^,<kims mare than enough' v«cs 
lb winn second term asLCto^tian of foe NjMtoal Rqmbfitan 
Senatorial Committee. ButMr.Th^el, cfNebradca, says he is 
“within striking disknee^of winning foe votes ofamajority of 
the 55 Sen^e RepnWicans atacaaois Tuesday. Ttepan^faikd 
to make a net gam mSenafeseatsintbeNov.3 elections. 
“Chieofthc lessons learned from tbe 1998 ekctiensisthaiwe 

Deed to give foe AnJericanpe<q^reascostp vote for Republican 
ra pvtidfltea, nnt just agamst Democrats-’’ Mr. HagelSaid. 

He was paitoilariy scathing about wbat lte rdfcrfed to as 
“demonizing” ads. “This nonsense af savaging ypnr op- 
ponent and making their noses grow long and fora ears grow 
hairy and big. thars somethir^ my 6-year-old and 8-year-old 
find quite amusing,’’ he said “Itfs great foeater. but I don’t 


find quite amusing,- ne saw. its greaimeaier. Dut r uou i 
/Anow what it does to improve foe culfore: of politics or 
. '-igovernance or kadership in this coruntry/'-. ‘ (WP) 


Clinton Pushes Internet Adoptions 


A WASHINGTON President Bifl CKnton has announced 
the creation of an Internet site that will carry photographs and 
information on as many as 100,000 drfldren mobster care 
nationwide, in hopes of matchin g them wifo adr^ttye parents. 

Mr. Clinton announced foe initiative, at a White Hou^ 
ceremony marking the first anniversary of the Adoption and 
Safe Families Act, which revamped foe foster care system to 
Speed placement of children irnjOTnanent homes artertney are 
taken tiom abusive or negjectfol parents. . . • 

The law established federal bonuses of $4,000psnd to states 
for every chOd who is adopted out of ^tanld prot^tion 
system, and $6,000 for the adoption of a cl nld conside red hard 

to dace because of age, handicap or 
MrT Ointon hopes foe new Internet effort will help to 
achyve a goal of doubling foe number of fostCT care a doptions 

MSssssn assfflgs 

said. ‘Technology has given us an important tool and we 

Sh S^yS*8stetes!teveWebsitesto P n^tea^«^ 

children in foster care, and other st ^ s 

nrivaie aneiides foat have created similar sites. But mis 

pnvaie ageucro. for nrosoective families 


J^unbereome system 

to learn about available children across the country^ (Wr) 


Gun Champion Turns on Smokers 


WA SHINGTON CSiaritcsJ Ifcston may be a hero to gun 


S“SS,'SKS» 5 : S SS 

“tT 1 Rifle W 

... Mr. Heston, ^ ptooositidn 10, which raises 

ported the M 

i * ji ° 

Mr.ltoinbersayM^H^^ 5 g^ > ^j a ^^2 y n I ^ng to 
“Proponents of ^ Q ^^Srvistt I KW^ te ^* erB ' wffl 
achieve foeir vfflcm£a Srmnldcs, no tor coate, 

be ho.tdbacco,ti0 gifflS, ^ wrote in foe 

no pertonk, no T^nwyeis Union, ^ ^foe 


QuotefVnquote 

da anyfotog 

untmfoftlness m 


for perjuring himself in grand 
jury testimony regarding his 
sexual involvement wifo Ml 
L ewinsky. But committee 
sources said the Republicans 
on foe Judiciary Con mfittee 
-w ere also considering a 
second article whose approv- 
al is less Hkely, charging that 
Mr. Qmtm obstructed justice 
by deliberately naslring his 
rehrionshgi with Ms. Lew- 
insky and, perhaps, mislead- 
ing investigators m other mat- 
ters. 

- While they ! have not re- 
ceaved any formal ^ offer for ft 
day to present their case. 
White House said 

foey were Ltfcely to take ad- 
vantage of such an opportu- 
nity. -The officials are also 
prqming to respond to 81 
questions posed by the Ju- 
aidary Committee. 

[Mr. Clinton Will submit 
written responses on Friday 
foat are exgttcted to refy heav- 
ily an ins prior testimony, an 
official dose to foe president 
told The Associated Press cm 
Wednesday.] 

* On many of the questions, 
allies believe foe White 
Boose will provide the “ad- 
mit” or “dray” answers re- 


quested by the committee; on 
other, more confrontational 
questions, such as those ask- 
ing him to admit lying under 
oath, foe White House will 
probably refer foe committee 
to Mr. Clinton’s Aug. 17 testi- 
mony to a grand jury con- 
vened by foe independent 
counsel, Kenneth Starr- 

House Republicans pre- 
dicted foat a perjury charge 
against the preskieat could re- 
sult in & cuff-hanger vote on 
foe House floor. 

A senior Republican lead- 
ership aide said foat Repub- 
licans had coanted 30 of the 
cunra£ Congress’s 227 Re- 
publicans who “might possi- 
bly” vote impe&ch- 

meai, bet the estimate dropped 
to 20 when the measure was 
confined to a single perjury 
count. Only five Republicans 
have said foey intend to vote 


: said Republicans 


would quite likely pick up at 
least five Democratic defect- 


least five Democratic defect- 
ora, and possibly two or three 
others, bringing them within 
three votes of foe 218 needed 
to impeach foe pre sid ent. 

Telephone calls to the 31 
Democrats who voted wifo 


foe Republicans in October to 
open foe impeachment in- 
quiry found at least three who 
ay they will vote for im- 
peachment. Five others said 
foey would not vote to im- 
peach, while the rest either 
have not made up their minds 
or did not return calls . 

One of foe Democrats in- 
cluded in tbe Republicans' 
original count of five defect- 
ore, however, was Mr. 
McHale, who on Tuesday re- 
leased a draft joint resolution 
that “does hereby censure 
and condemn William Jeffer- 
son Clinton,” charging that 
Mr. Clinton committed per- 
jury, obstructed justice and 
“acted in a manner contrary 
tp his mist as president ' ’ 

Mr. McHale said he had 
drafted the resolution because 
“it became clear to me that 
impeachment in foe House 
was unlikely, and tbe possi- 
bility of conviction in tbe Sen- 
ate was extremely remote.” 

“If, in fact, the outcome of 
the impeachment process is 
unlikely to affect the presi- 
dent’s term in office, it is in foe 
nation’s best interest four we 
conclude the matter quickly 
and responsibly,” he said. 


Politics 




• A skier paralyzed after be 
struck the steel post of a sign 
that read “Be Aware — Ski 
With Care” can sue the ski 
resort where the accident oc- 
curred , a California appeals 
court has ruled. John Van 
Dyke suffered fractured ver- 
tebrae and was permanently 
paralyzed from the waist 
down in the accident in 1994 
at Bear Mountain. (AF) 



• than a year after 11 
wolves were released in Ari- 
zona in a widely promoted 


five are dead. Federal offi- 
cials have offered a reward 
for information in three of the 
shootings; foe fourth wolf 
was shot by a camper, who 
was not prosecuted. (AP) 


LUCKY TURKEY — President Bill Clinton, cen- 
ter, announcing a pardon from Thanksgiving din- 
ner for tbe bird given to the White House by Stuart 
Proctor, left, of the National Turkey Federation. 


• A 20-year FBI veteran was 
sentenced in Miami to five 
years in prison for stealing 
$400,000 from criminals and 
the FBI to pay gambling debts. 
Jerome Sullivan, 44, admitted 
skimming funds from inves- 
tigations of New York mob 
famili es and foe Cali cocaine 
cartel in Colombia. [AP) 
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INTERNATIONAL 



By Richard L. Berfce 

New Kurt Times Service 


WASHINGTON — Anomey Gen- 
eral Janet Reno's decision Tuesday not 
to seek an independent counsel to in- 
vestigate A1 Gore frees the vice pres- 
ident from a daunting political millstone 
just as he is gearing up to begin soliciting 
millions of dollars for his presidential 
campaign in 2000. 

Mr. Gore's closest advisers had 
viewed the federal inquiry concerning 
campaign fund-raising as the most po- 
tentially debilitating obstacle to his cap- 
turing the Democratic presidential nom- 
ination. They had feared that a 
protracted investigation would have dis- 
couraged people from making contri- 
butions, distracted Mr. Gore and his 
aides for months and handed the vice 
president's rivals in both parties am- 
munition to impugn his integrity. Now, 
advisers to Mr. Gore predict that Ms. 
Reno’s move will discourage other 
Democrats from taking him on. 

“There was nothing in the beginning 


and there’s nothing in the end bat a lot of 
finger-pointing by Republicans," said 
Senator Tom Harlan, an Iowa Democrat 
who is close to Mr. Gore. 

"It would really have been a heavy 
burden for him to bear while he’s run- 
ning for president,’ ' Mr. Harkin said. “I 
don’t thmie it would have been a death 
blow, but it would have been a couple of 
good punches to the head. It would have 
- made it much harder for 

NEWS him to raise money." 

A 7 VATVQK One close adviser to 
AHAL.iap ^ Gore, speaking on 

the condition of anonymity, said that 
virtually every move by the vice pres- 
ident would have been “suspect and 
potentially subpoenaed." Instead, the 
adviser said, it will now be “a suicide 
mission" for any Democrat to challenge 
“a very well- financed and well-organ- 
ized vice president." 

Advisers to Mr. Gore said Ms. Reno’s 
decision came at a fortuitous time be- 
cause in January the vice president 
planned to shut down his political action 
committee, set up to generate goodwill 


by donating to the campaigns of can- 
didates around the country, and to es- 
tablish an organization to collect money 
for his presidential bid. 

The attorney general's decision is the 
latest encouraging development for Mr. 
Gore, who was buoyed by the unex- 
pectedly potent showing of Democrats 
in this month’s elections. Mr. Gore had 
campaigned for many Democrats who 
were victorious. And aides to Repre- 
sentative Richard Gephardt of Missouri 
said the House Democratic leader might 
be discouraged from challenging Mr. 
Gore for the no minatio n because Mr. 
Gephardt would probably become 
House speaker if Democrats regain con- 
trol of the House in 2000. 

Given his role as an unusually in- 
fluential vice president, and with the 
aggressive support of President Bill 
Clinton and the White House staff, Mr. 
Gore has long been by far the best- 
positioned Democrat to mount a pres- 
idential campaign. 

But questions about his fund-raising 
practices have dogged Mr. Gore for 


nearly two years, and had raised serious 
doubts about what some Democratic 
strategists considered the inevitability 
that he would capture die nomination. 
The questions had also threatened Mr. 
Gore's Boy Scout image and. bad so put 
him on the defensive that he refused to 
discuss the matter with r epo rters for 
more than eight months. 

Jeff Woodbum, chairman of the 
Democratic Party in New Hampshire, 
which traditionally holds the first 
primary, said voters in the state had 
never been particularly concerned about 
die accusations that enveloped Mr. 
Gore. 

"He’s worked New Hampshire very 
hard and been very aggressive here," 
Mr. Woodbum said. "He starts with 
quite an advantage over most everyone 
else just by virtue of his position. The 
biggest question is can he go through the 
fire of ground campaigning in this 
state?" 

A top aide to Mr. Gore, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity, said that 
while “I knew all along he had done 


nothing wrong, I bad no idea, how the 
decision ‘ would come out.’* The aide 

added ftiat he was relieved because "ob- 
viously, it’s never pleasant to deal with 
this sort of stuff." 

• The vice president is still lampooned 
for his.awkward performance at a news 
conference mMarch 1997, when be de- 
fended. his telephone solicitations from 
the WhiteHouse by declaring there was 
"no controlling legal antbo srity” on 
whether they, were peamssible. . ... 

And future political opponents- are 
likely ' to dust off photographs, of Mr. 
Gore attending an event at a Buddhist 
temple in. Cuiforma - that improperly 
founded contributions to' toeDeroocxai- 
ic Party. . . 

. "It’s just going to remove any tinge of 
im pr o priety," Raitoel Gorlin, a Demo- 
cratic; strategist, said of Ms.' Reno’s de- 
cision. . - . . 

• < !But any time you’re playing high- 
stakes politics, they’re going to throw 
everything at yon — from the kitchen 
sink' to the nuns and the temple,". Ms. 
Godin said.. “You can guarantee that" 


Bonn Drops 
Call for NATO 
To Shift Over 
Nuclear Use 


By Philip Shenon 

New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — Germany’s 
newly elected government has backed 
away from a threat to press NATO to 
pledge never to be the first to use nuclear 
weapons and thereby renounce a central 
tenet of its strategy. 

After meeting at the Pentagon with 
Defense Secretary William Cohen, the 
German defense minister, Rudolf 
Scharpiog. said that "there is no in- 
tention in my government to question 
any core element of NATO strategy, 
including the fact that nuclear forces 
play a fundamental political role." 

American officials said they were 
alarmed when the new German foreign 
minister, Joschfca Fischer, a member of 
the environmentalist Green Party, sug- 
gested in a magazine interview pub- 
lished this week that Germany would 
press the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization to renounce the possible first 
use of nuclear arms. 

Mr. Cohen publicly rebuffed the Ger- 
man proposal. Welcoming Mir. Schafp- 
ing's remarks Tuesday, Mr. Cohen said 
that NATO’s nuclear policy should re^ 
main unchanged. 

"Based on my conversations with 
Minister S charping," Mr. Cohen said, 

- "I think that we have a meeting of the 
minds — that the strategic concept is 
critical for NATO’s security, that the 
strategic concept as far as the nuclear 
component should not be altered." 

The United States is firmly opposed 
to any change in the doctrine allowing 
NATO to make first use of nuclear 
weapons in a war, arguing that it proved 
an effective deterrent during the Cold 
War and remains one today against 
small, nonnuclear nations that might 
develop chemical or biological 
weapons. 

"We believe it continues to serve a 
vital security purpose for the NATO 
organization and should not be 
changed," Mr. Cohen said, standing 
next to Mr. Sc harping at the news con- 
ference at the Defense Department, 

The public debate within Germany in 
recent days over nuclear strategy sug- 
gests new rifts in the government co- 
alition between the Social Democrats 
and the Greens. In a coalition agreement 
reached last month, the two parties 
agreed that NATO should renounce the 
possible first use of nuclear weapons, a 
clear concession to the Greens. 

But it had been unclear to American 
officials whether Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder, a Social Democrat, had ac- 
cepted the declaration as an empty con- 
cession to the Greens or would in fact 
1 move to question one of the central 
tenets of NATO doctrine. 

Mr. Scharping, a Social Democrat on 
his first visit to Washington as defense 
minister, said that the new German gov- 
ernment had no intention of creating a 
rift with NATO by acting unilaterally on 
the issue. 

"NATO is the most successful al- 
liance we have ever seen in history so the 
main goal of our government in Ger- 
many is to strengthen NATO and its 
cohesion and to make NATO able to face 
the challenges for the next century.” he 
said. 
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LORDS: 

Dilemma for Blair 

Continued from Patge 1 

Trade Minister Peter Mandeison said 
recently it would be ‘ * gut-wrenching’ ’ 
for people of his and Mr. Straw's gen- 
eration to see the man who toppled Mr. 
Allende go free. 

Other members of the goveanmg La- 
bour Party cheered the decision. "This is 
. fantastic news," said Ann Clwyd, <*air- 
. woman of a parliamentary human rights 
group: "This is an important signal to all 
those guilty of torture, genocide and 

irrmft Sf against tinman ity " 

hi France, where the iqvejmneat has 
also requested the extradition of General 
Pinochet, members of the National As- 
sembly applauded when the r uling was 
announced, and Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin called the verdict “a. cause for 
joy, bad news for dictators." Belgium, 
Switzerland and Sweden also have de- 
manded extradition. 

.Geoff Gilbert, 'a specialist in inter- 
national law at the University of Essex, 
said Mr. Straw’s handling of the case 
suggested that be was likely to allow 
extradition to proceed and to leave Gen- 
eral Pinochet’s fate up to the courts. 

There are still doubts toatBritishcourts 
would accede to the extradition request, 
Mr. Gilbert said. The requesrinainly con- 
cerns crimes that occurred in Onto, -pot 
Spain, and English courts tend to refuse 
requests from outside jurisdictions. 


Mixed Reaction to PinocheirRuling in Chile ’s Capital 


Canqdml iy Oar Stiff From DupaxAa 

SANTIAGO — Some Chileans re- 
acted with joy. others with anger Wed- 
nesday amid fears of violence after Eng- 
land’s Law Lords ruled that General 
Augusto Pinochet does not enjoy sov- 
ereign immunity, opening the door to his 
possible extradition and trial. 

Thousands of demonstrators, mostly 
young people, raced into the streets of 
central Santiago shortly after the decision 
to express their approval of the ruling. 

Boisterous in their jubilation, the 
demonstrators headed down the capit- 
al's main avenue toward the central 
Plaza Italia, undisturbed by the police, 
with the relatives of some of those who 
disappeared during General Pinochet’s 
1973-1990 reign at their head. 

"A criminal does not have immunity,’’ 
read a banner carried by a student. 

Some victims’ relatives could not 


contain their emotion as they hailed the 
decision of the Lords, who decided that 
the general should remain under arrest in 
London, where he was detained Oct. 16 
at the request of a Spanish judge seeking 
his extradition. 

"It is a transcendental moment for all 
of humanity," said Viviana Diaz, vice 

Sies* who lost rMm^s^to^temlitaiy 
regime, her voice choked with emotion. 
Others called this "the happiest day" of 
their lives. "Justice does exist,” one 
said. 

Homs of cars and public transport ve- 
hicles blared in the center of the Chilean 
capital and nearby neighborhoods as 
drivers celebrated the London ruling. 

Gladys Marin, president of Chile’s 
Communist Party, called it a historic 
verdict "for all the people of Latin 
America who have suffered so much.” 


"Today, Pinochet was condemned by 
the entire world,*’ she said. 

At the other end of the city in eastern 
Santiago, General Pinochet's supporters 
received the news live on five giant 
screens erected in a foundation bearing 
the former Chilean leader’s name. After 
a brief moment of perplexity, some burst 
into tears as the general's oldest son, 
Augusto, said: "My father received this ■ 
hit on his birthday." The elder Pinochet 
was S3 on Wednesday. 

"We cannot be held responsible for 
anything." said the foundation's pres- . 
ident, Heman Briones, as Pinochet par- 
tisans stopped yelling protests and began 
attacking cameramen and journalists in 
the establishment. 

The Lords’ ruling is "a humiliation,’’ 
said Pablo Longue ira, president of the 
Independent Democratic and Alberto 
Espina, bead of the National Renovation 


Party. These two parties backed General 
Pinochet’s regime and now form' the 
strongest opposition to - -President 
Eduardo Pres and his center-left coali- 
tion. 

Peace in Chile depends on die- sltn- 
ation of General Pinochet, said Mr. 
Longueira, who accused thegervernment 
of not sufficiently defending the former 
leader.. 

The Chilean Army urged the gov- 
ernment to take appropriate steps to se- 
cure General Pinochet’s release from 
detention in London. The army state- 
ment came 'as the Frei government re- 
iterated its call for Britain to release 
General Pinochet on the basis of im- 
munity and announced the dispatch of 
ihe foreign minister to London. 

Ih a brief nationwide address, Mr. Frei 
vowed to renew efforts to secure die - 
release of die former dictator, f AFP, AP) 


The Tension 
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. ANKARA — Turkeyeased its 
insistence Wednesday that Italy 
Hand over the Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan for mal on treason 
charges, pointing to a.. possible, 
.lowering of tensions between tfceg 
two countries. . 5 

' "Ideally, we want him to be pros-^ 
ecuted and punished m Turkey, "3 
Ahat Andxcan. a government^ 
spokesman, said. "Bat if this doe&«; 
not happen, he should be prosecute "**" 
under international law against t*s 
rorism and punished in a third. epuo-^ 
try such as Italy and Germany/-' J 
Turkey and Baty have been£ 
locked in a war of Words over the . 
fate of Mr. Ocalan, who;. was ar- ■ 
.‘rested in Rome on Nov. 12. Turkey^, 
promptly demanded his exuaditkak* 
to tty him on charges of treason, jj 
- The leader of the Kurdish Work- £ 
ers Party, who spearheaded a 14-? 
year armed campaign for : Kurdisb£ 
autonomy in southeast Turkey, has 
asked for political asylum in Italy. 
Italian law bars the handing over of 
suspects to countries that have the 
rWfh penalty. Execution is legal in 
Turkey but had hot been carried out 
since 1984. 

. Mr. Ocalan is also wanted in Ger- 
many for incitement to murder, but 
Boon, fearing trouble among 
large Turkish and Kurdish pop™ 
latinos, has Raid it will no task for his 
extradition. Italy urged Germany to 
make up Ss mind whether to act an 
its long-standing arrest warrant for 
Mr. Ocalan. But the chairman of the 
Gorman Parliament’s foreign af- 
fairs committee, Hans-tlMch 
Klose, said Bonn would run the risk 
.of "importing the-Turiosh war" if it 
requests the extradition and said Mr. 
Ocalan should be extradited to Tur- 


are an estimated 11,000 
members of the Kurdish Workers 
Party, or PKK, living in Germany. 
During a wave of violence in 1993, 
Thritish-owned businesses were- at- 
tacked -by the PKK throughout the 
country. 

. "Italy has no other choices to 
defuse this crisis,” Mr. Andican*; 
said “If they let Ocalan stay in$ 
Italy, they can halt the PKK's ter- 
rorist activities but cannot stop 
drugs and arms smuggling by the 
group-" . . JL 

; ABo cm Wednesday, Italy’s Re-^ 
founded Communist Party revealed 
TfarirhadliElpedMrOca^ 
to -Italy to reek political asylum. 
RamanMatitoyam, whoisih efiarge^ 
of foreign affairs for party. said b 
accompanied Mr. Ocalan-to 
fromMoscow on Nov. 12. He said ii 
was Mr. Ocalan’s idea to seel 
-asylum in Italy. “We just prow 
help; whfaoot informing the 
government,” Mr. Mantovani 
Meanwhile, strengthened by e* 
pressions of support from its E - 
ptefhets. Italy said it would 
back against aity Turkish boy 
Italian goods over, its refusal to ex 
traditeMr. Ocalan. ' 

Industry Minister Pierimgi Ber- 
sani stressed that Italy had "no 
for a worsening of its dispute 
Turkey, even on a trade level." B 
he said Rome - had "a 
ways’ ’ of tiitting back if an 
went ahead. 

The . Turkish government 
denied calling for any boycott 

(Reuters, AFP, AP, 



PINOCHET: f/JL Lords Reject Immunity for Rx- Chilean Lei 


t>=mi Doyte/TV Amxaud pirn 

Isabel Allende, left daughter of Chile’s deposed leader Salvador Allende, 
and Joaquin Aim uni a, an official of Spam’s Socialist Party, app lauding the 
ruling Wednesday in England upholding General Pinochet’s arrest 


Continued from Page 1 

Pinochet would be flying home Wed- 
nesday afternoon on the Chilean Air 
Force jet that has been parked at a mil- 
itary field for the past six weeks. 

But the next three judges. Lords 
Steyn, Nicholls and Hoffman disagreed, 
setting off gasps in the jammed public 
gallery and jubilant cheering and em- 
bracing among the Chilean exiles 
gathered on the street outside the stately 
Houses of Parliament. 

The actual words that triggered the 
mad celebrations were as deliberate and 
undemonstrative as the quiet red leather 
club atmosphere in which they were 
uttered. 

“I have bad the advantage of reading 
in draft the speeches of my noble learned 
friends. Lord NichoOs of Birkenhead 
and Lord Steyn," Lord Hoffman told the 
hushed chamber. “I agree with them that 
Senator Pinochet does not have im- 


munity from prosecution and I, too, 
therefore would allow theappeaL" 
General Pinochet, S3 on Wednesday,' 
became Senator for life in March, large- 
ly for the purpose of giving him im- 
munity from prosecution in Chile. 

There was no direct word from the 

S iital in North London where the 
ean has remained under police 
guard, recuperating from back surgery 
last month. 

But one of his supporters, Heman 
Lanain^a rightist member of the Chilean 
Parliament who visited toe general after 
toe ruling Wednesday, said General 
Pinochet was "composed, ready to go 
on.” 

"He said it is not easy to beat him,” 
Mr. Larrain told Reuters. "He said his 
conscience is dear and he will k 
fighting for what he thinks is right 
was not depressed.’ 1 

In his only comment since his arrest, 
he issued a statement Nov. 8 saying hi 


Residential Reae Estate 

Appears every Friday in the Intermarket. To advertise 
contact Sonya Broadhead in our London office: 

Tel: + 44 1 71 420 0325 / Fax: + 44 1 71 420 0338 
or your nearest IHT office or representative. 



THE WORLD’S DAILY NEWSPAPER 


was- "tent and bewildered” by his 
tendon in E ng l and, a country wt 
institutions he always admired, 
.would fight toe extradition order “ 
all my spirit.” 

’. - While a group of 100 Chilean 
■ and' other Pinochet opponents d 
and chanted Joyously at the gates, 
hospital, the ambulance that wi^. 
pected to transport tire general to Bi 
Norton Royal Air Force, base in ( 
fordriure drove off empty. 

-■ The focus now -turns, to Home 
retaiy Jack Straw, Britain’s interior i 
tsterv who has the Spanish extra ■* 
request on his -desk, along with. ^ 
from Belgium, fiance*- Sweden 
Switzerland: Bow Street Magist 
Court in London has set a Dec. 2 
line by. which he has to decide whe 
allow the Spanish request to go 
the courts. On the -same day, Ci w 
Pinochet .-will- have to -make, his - 
appearance at a preliminary hearing. 

Mr. Straw ' has - foe power to all* 
General Rnochet to leave England if 
grounds like concern for his poor heaij 
and among the first to nrgehnn to « 
that w as Brtxmess-Thatcher, the 
prime ministea- who has lobbied for 
general 7 * release,' saying ihe 
shoidil be grateful tib him for his 


The Senator is old, frail: and 
aad on conqassiooate grounds 
sh o uld be allowed to return to ' 

■she «i<L' 

Intbe House" of 
Msday -afternoon. Winter* 
Conservative feader/afeaca* 

Straw tense his powers to totj 
go and end whar he-saicrhacL 
huge diplomatic i 
watery. ’ r 

‘ ’IF s damairin i 

, _ -^ of oow.-i 

_ testability. in :tr 

tew democratic,-’* Mi”! 

The British f 
publiciyaloof 

saying m was a matter fori. 
Judicial authorities hereand mSpaht ; 
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Doorway to the East 


Thrace: Time for Development and Tourism 

Rick with history, Greece's eastern provinces are attracting international trade, science and t mnsm. 





WiyTtR; John Rigosin Athens. 
Program DHHKCroitr Bill Mahder. 


A ccording to many his- 
to pans, without the 
gold of Thrace, as 
Greece's easternmost 

provinces are called, Philip, 
the father of Alexander the 
Great, would not have been 
able to unite Greece and pre- 
pare the country for the con- 
quests of his soil 

Furthermore, without the 
island of Samothrace, 10 
miles off the coast of Thrace, 
Philip would not have met 
Olympias, a Greek princess 
from Northern Greece. They 
met in Samothiace during the 
religious celebrations, 

known as “mysteries,” hon- 
oring die pre-Olympian 
gods; they fell in love, were 
mar ried and Alexander was 
their only son. 

The gold ran out a long 
time ago and the mysteries 
are no longer celebrated in 
Samothrace. Today, 

however; Thrace is going 
thro ugh a phase of dynamic 
development that will make 
it one of die most econom- 
ically vital areas of Greece. 

Tbe beauty of Samothrace, 
meanwhile, continues to at- 
tract visitors, who come to 
this green island to marvel at 
the antiquities and see the she 

where the Victory of Sam- 
othrace; one of foe most beau- 
tiful statues in the world (now 

in the Louvre Museum in Par- 
is), was unearthed in 1863. 

“Thrace is becoming a 
platform for development 
and economic cooperation 
with the Balkan ana Black 
Sea countries,” says Aposto- 
los Photiades, former deputy 
minister of agriculture. In- 
stallations for an Internation- 
al Marketing Center are be- 
ing prepared, while 
Alexandroupohs, the area’s 


main port, will provide free 
peat status to neighboring 
Balkan countries, with facil- 
ities for storing containers. 

Thrace will also benefit 
from the construction of the 
Ggnatia Highway, which will 
cross Northern Greece from 
the Adriatic to the Turkish 
frontier and continue on to 
the Black Sea. It will be a 
revival of the Ancient Ro- 
man road of the same name 
that connected Rome with 
Constantinople. 

“Other major projects are 
the hydroelectric station of 
Thisavros and the thermo- 
electric station of Komotmi, 
which will use Russian gas 
carried into Greece through a 
pipeline crossing Bulgaria 
and Thrace ” Mr. Photiades 
says. 

The government has also 
started work on the creation 
of an Interborder Free In- 
dustrial Zone for Economic 
Exchanges in Ormenio, a 
town near the borders of 
Greece, Turkey and Bul- 
garia. 

The most important proj- 
ect, both from the local and 
international point of view, is 
the proposed Burghas-Alex- 
andro upolis pipeline for the 
transportation of Caspian Sea 
oil An alternate route is also 
being proposed, which 
would run from die Russian- 
Turicish border to the Turkish 
port of Ceyfaan in the Medi- 
terranean. 

In addition to these efforts, 
several distinguished Greek- 
American scientists are plan- 
ning to create a “Technopol- 
is," or Science City, near die 
local university, to be named 
afro- Democritus, the ancient 
philosopher and father of 
atomic theory. 


According to Mr. Pho- 
tiades, the driving force be- 
hind the Technopolis, which 
will be a large research center 
serving European, American 
and Asian companies, is city- 
planner Antonios Tomazinis, 
a professor at the University 
of Pennsylvania. 


Natural beauty 
Thracians believe that their 
development plans will also 
open their area to both na- 
tional and international tour- 
ism. A unique attraction for 
European ecologists is the 
delta of the river Evros, 



Apostolus Photiades, termer 

deputy minister of agriculture. 


which forms the boundary 
between Greece and Turkey. 
It is a protected gathering 
place for most rare water 
birds, including herons, 
cranes and other exotic spe- 
cies. This and similar areas 
along die Nestos River, 
which divides Thrace from 
Macedonia and also attracts 
rare birds, will soon be de- 
clared national parks. 

During die summer, tour- 
ists flock to the beaches near 
Alexandroupolis, and in die 
winter, hunters come to track 
wild boar, which still thrive 


in the mountains that form 
the borders between Greece 
and Bulgaria. 

The main area of tourist 
attraction, however, is Sam- 
othiace, a forested island of 
180 square kilometers (72 
square miles) spreading out 
from the 900-mcter (3,000- 
foot) high mountain Saos. 
According to Homer's Iliad, 
Poseidon, god of the sea, 
watched the battles between 
Greeks and Trojans from the 
top of this mountain. 

Before World War II, 
Samothrace had about 4,000 
inhabitants. Now it has less 
than 3,000 permanent resi- 
dents and a few modem ho- 
tels, totaling about 300 beds. 

“We have a beautiful is- 
land but a short tourist sea- 
son," says Myrsini Hanou, 
who manages Eolos, a 60- 
bed hotel in Kamariniotissa, 
one of the five towns on the 
island. 

The tourist season usually 
begins in late June and ends 
in late September, when the 
rains commence. During the 
summer, the island is con- 
nected wife Alexandroupol- 
is, 22.4 kilometers (14 miles) 
away, by both ferries and rap- 
id boats known as “flying 
dolphins.” 

Another ferryboat line 
runs from Kavala, fee port of 
Eastern Macedonia. “During 
winter we have only one 
ferry aday from Alexandrou- 
polis, and that is canceled if 
the weather is rough," she 
says. 

Dimitrios Matsas, director 
of antiquities and of the local 
archaeological museum, ex- 
plains feat in ancient times 
Samothrace became fee cen- 
ter of a cult that practiced fee 
“Kabeirian Mysteries,” 


which honored pre-Olympi- 
an deities known as fee 
“Great Gods." These gods 
were later identi fiod with De- 
meter, Persephone. Hades 
and Hermes. The central fig- 
ure of the cult was the “Great 
Mother," who had character- 
istics similar ro those of 
Kybele, adds Mr. Matsas. 

“As in fee Eleusmian 
Mysteries, fee initiate cher- 
ished the hope of good for- 
tune. protection from fee 
dangers of sea voyages and 
perhaps the promise of a 
happy afterlife," says Mr. 
Matsas. 

The cult's activities started 
in the seventh century B.C. 
but the buildings that sur- 
round fee Sanctuary of the 
Great Gods were built in fee 
fourth century B.C. and fun- 
ded by the royal house of 
Macedon. 

The cult of the Great Gods 
and fee initiation into their 
mysteries ceased in fee late 
fourth century A.D. follow- 
ing an edict by Byzantine 
Emperor Theodosius the 

GreaL 

The ruins of fee old sanc- 
tuary are in Paliapoli (fee Old 
City) and include ancient 
walls, ruins of fee temples 
and an early Christian ba- 
silica, which commemorates 
fee landing of Saint Paul in 
Samothrace in 49 A.D. on his 
way from Asia Minor to the 
Macedonian city of Philippi- 
“There is nothing more 
beautiful on a clear day than 
to climb Mount Saos and to 
view fee coast of Asia Minor 
in fee East and of Thrace in 
the North. No wonder Po- 
seidon chose our island to 
watch from its peak fee 
struggle between Greeks and 
Troians,” says Mr. Matsas. • 
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Wim the brightest sun. the dearest waters and the most picturesque of islands. Greece extends to you a welcome 

as wwe open as Its ports, spend your next vacation wishing the islands of the Aegean and Ionian Seas, one by one. 

ahoam a luxurius GreeX cnilse ship. Stop m every hospitable port, take in the rich showpieces of the Aegean 
museums, savor traditional tastes and discover the part of Greece that lives in you. Contact your travel agent to 
arrange your own cruise. Discover trie splendor that is the Greek isles- 
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in a fresh 

Mr. Blair ftr* in for 
Jfimster David Trimble, leader of fog 
UmomrtParty.tfie mainJRrotestam party 
m Northern Ireland, and John £ 
head of the hugest Cafebficrairty. 

AD sides, are undecstpodto be near 
agrceinMl on North-Sooth insttentions 
comprising ministers from: Belfast and 
Dublin, according to Unionists and Irish 
government soorces. 

progress on that front has been' 
by arenments over disarma- 
. rdeni^wzthJVfr. TrimWe and his Unionists, 
insisting that the IRA’s political, wing, 
Sinn Fein. cannot sit on & new power- 
sharing executive .until- the paramflitaiy ' 

wganization has begun tedtsarifL. 

“We havfe achieved an exKjpriaus 
amount and we have got to go extra 
bit,” Mr. Blair said on arri ving at Stor- 
mont outside Belfast. •' “ft is very im- 
portant that We. get ; extra momentum 
behind the process, dial we make sure 
feat-fee process is implemented in fan 
and that most of all werlistcn to what, I 
am quite sure, the overwh a iming ma- 
jority of the people in Northern Ireland 
want, which is that wemake this process 
work. 


“The sooner we get the cross-border 
bodies swtedoto the better,” Blair 
.-added.* ‘And we can-do it, we just need 
people to find a way through it Wehaive 

tbe.wifloifWpeOT 
. Both Afr. Thmble and Deputy first 
Minister .Seamus Mallon, . of Mr. 
Home’s Social Democratic and Labour 
Party, said ifcey hoped progress would 
be made soda on the cross-border bod- 
ies. 7 

Mr. Trimble said there had been “a - 
significant amount of progress,” but 
some issues remained unresolved, ibn 
‘ eluding disarmament- “Societyhas in- 
vested too much in tins to allow it to be 
destroyed by a handful <rf unreconstruc- 
ted militarists, in the republican move- 
ment.” 

Mr. Mallon earlier warned that the 
April 10 peace accord could collapse 
muessdectsKms ra fee key issues were 
made within 10 days. ■ 

- Later, arriving at Stormont, Mr. Mal- 
lon said be was “very afraid of inertia” 
and called for institutions to be agreed 
by the end of this week or the start of 
next week. ‘Tfnot, we will be in great 
danger of tins process losing credib- 
ility;” Mr. Mallon warned 

lie biggest obstacle remains decant- 
missioning tenorist weapons. Sion Fein 
rejects Mr. Trimble’s stance, arg" 1 — 
that under the province’s peace 



Russian Spy- Case Verdict 
Ha# Both Sides Frustrated 


By Daniel Williams 

Washington Post Serviee 


P*ol McFAnrltemi 

Tony Blair at Stormont House on Wednesday in front of Seamus Mallon, 
left, David Trimble and Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ireland secretary. 


there is no obligation to disarm until 
April 2000. Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem of Ireland said Tuesday that it 
would be “entirely unreasonable” if the 
controversy over disarmament blocked 
aH other progr e ss in implementing the 
Good Friday agreemm. 

There also remain differences over 
fee number of government departments 
that would be set up in advance of 
February’s transfer of legislative 


powers from London to Belfast. 

Mr. Blair also met Wednesday with 
members of Northern Ireland's police 
farce, the Royal Ulster Constabulary, 
which faces the prospect of reform. 

On Thursday, he will make an his- 
toric appearance at the Irish Parliament 
when be becomes fee first British prime 
minister to address deputies in both fee 
lower and upper chambers since Ireland 
achieved independence in 1922. 


3n France, Rumblings of Discord in Jospin Coalition 


By Craig R. Whitney 

New York Tima Service 


PARIS -— The honeymoon is def- 
initely over fbr Prime Minister. Lionel 
Jospin of France, who made this plea oo - 
French news radio. fee other ni gh t; “No: 
impatience let its govern! 0 ’ 

Mr. Jospin, a Sodalist,stillhasingh 
popularity ratings a year and a half after 
he won power and shocked the con- . 
Senrative politician who calledfecelec- 
tion. President Jacques Qrirac. A pub-_ 
Ik^pimonpoDpahlisi^mtheweddy 
Paris-Match sbows that 61 percent s 
fee Ftencb people. stiD haw • 
opinion” of bom men. >: •. -V- ?" .C . 1 
But after the glory days of Jast snm- 
mer, when Mr. Jospin seemed ontop of 
fee world, Ms leftist coalition of So-” 
cialists, Greens and Commomsts has / 
begun frayipgat the seams.";: •" ' v - j. : 

This month, .Envitixunem Miiuster- 
. Dominique Voynet, egged on by her 
Jillow Green," Damel Ccfen-Betidit -e. ; 


the G erman politician who as “Danny 
tiie Red” was one of fee leaders of the 
French -stndent movement in 1968 — 
criticized Mr. Jospin for not granting 
residjence pennits to tens of thousands 
of illegal nnmigrants who bad applied 
■for them. 

en,” Mr^^nsaife “We fed exactly 

60,000 ofeers who apphedbot failed to 
. fwyr fly, criteria far legalization, he 
. said, would be called upon to leave 
France “in normal conditions.” • 

. | That meant not forcibly flying ap-~ 
prehended- illegal immigrants back to 
tire impoverished African countries 
most of. them came from in chartered 
airplanes as the government of Mr. 
Jospin's conservative predecessor, 
Alain Juppe, did. 

Mr. Juppe was deeply unpopular 
. through most of his two years as prime 
minister, but not because of feat, illegal 
immigration is a' contentious issue in a 


and j< 


it rate is 
scarce 


. 11.7 percent 
already. 

Mr. Juppe’s undoing was recession, 
but Mr. Jospin has been riding an eco- 
nomic boom. But some leftist support- 
ers have begun grumbling that it has 
become difficult to tell fee difference 
between. Mr. Jospin and his prede- 
cessor. 

The Jospin government also suffered 
a setback mis autumn over a bill it had 
proposed to provide the legal equivalent 
of marriage for same-sex partners. 

Wife Roman Catholic bishops crit- 
icizing fee bill as a threat to families, 
conservative legislators mobilized so 
much opposition that some Socialist 
members left the floor during a crucial 
vote. The opposition carried the day 
Ocl 9 and rejected the bill, leaving Mr. 
Jospin to complain, “When you have 
convictions, you should be ready to 
defend them.” 

.The government came back with an 








- By Mike O’Connor 

New York. Tones Service 


General Momcilo Perisic, who has 
been fired as Yagosia v Army chief. 


. UYADICA, Yugoslavia — There 
-basbeca asmall advance in the effort to 
prop im fee fragile cease-fire between 
Yugoslav authorities and ethnic AJbani- 
, an rebels^ in Kosovo Province. After 
US. diplomats interceded, the rebels 
■ released Goran Zbftpc, a Serbian police 
officer whom they had kidnapped about 
a weekeaiher. . 

The release is important because ex- 
perts esrihmne that- me rebels have kid- 
nappedmore than 200 Serbs, wife most 
believed to have been killed. 

Beyond feat, fee release seemed to 
«faow feat -international monitors might 
he^ m limited ways to defuse what dip- 
. Iomats see as a surge intensions between 
two faces that suspended serious fight- 
ing leas than two months ago and that 
seem to be preparing for more war. 

i monitors Who 


BRIEFLY 


Belarus Introduces 
of Food 


[ftJSK, Belarus — Amid severe 
I shortages, the Beteriis govem- 
t is imposing rationing ra nnit, 
L notches and other, goods, 
esident Alexander Lukashenko 
told the government Wednesday 

m ^ptaries at tins former Soviet 
blic’s feW private companies, 
ffyriak in the capital, Minsk, 



dr poutay. ’ 40 9 A *C“ ■ ( S 
* of cheese, 10 boxes Of 



economy, « 

blocked 'most refonns and-kept ct 
tetprises under stare controL 

Copernicus Book 

Stolen in Poland 

WARSAW — A rare, first edition 

ora* Nicholas Cop^icus^be® 
stolen fiom a saeatffic mtay ® 



» iji ■ — »■ — 

*j0e RevoluDC — 

ciftwTiichCopeniiCTs 

nrotutidnary thesis that 
arth which revolved 
: (Reuters) 


Wednesday outside a tio up or ai y-em- 
ployment agency in Madrid, Interior 
Ministry officials said. 

Police said they had been tipped off 
by a telephone caller claiming to rep- 
resent a shadowy leftist group called 
Grapo- * ' ‘ 

Graph's precise rums have never 
been clear. alfeough newspapers have 
reported that at a secret congress in 
September it decided to wage low- 
inteasijy attacks on what il saw as 
capitalist targets. _ ^ (AP) 

Warsaw to Auction 
A Nuclear Shelter 

WARSAW — Poland’s govern- 
will anctioa off an upderground 
nuclear shelter tiiat formerly was a- 
Warsaw Pact secret war headquarters 
for an opening-bid jhtcc of $20,000, a 
sptdcesman said Wednesday. 

The shelter in Ghichow Gomy , 350 
latooietere (200 rales) sonfewest of 
Warsaw,, is being auctioned under a 
program to seS off obsolete property 
Ui^ipment bythc_ Militaiy Prop- 

€S %^agpacy qxjkesman, Wieslaw 
Rozbida,said thatfeeformer nuclear 
shelter could become;a wine store- 
house. - Wl 

For the Record 


* /■■ i- ■■■ The European Cotnmissfon said 

temfr. Alert .. officially endorsed fee proposal 

- * * * to lift tbe ban im British beef aborts 

-tojtowing Monday’s ap£^^ hyj| 
majority Of Boopean U mop fann 
minfetersr . - . - (Reuters) 



MACBID Ta amB otpteft * <*** 


ex-: 


patrol Kosovo say, small fires have to be 
stamped oat to prevent renewed com- 
bat. Although on papa their mission is 
to keep feeir own governments in- 
formed about events in Kosovo, they 
have become de facto negotiators of 
local peace agreements and, on Tues- 
day, fee prisoner release. 

For now, feeir efforts and a furious 
snowstorm have helped keep fighting 
isolated and at a low level, “ft looks 
good, but I think we are living in a false 
reality,” a European diplomat said, 
“because neither side really believes 
they can get what they want without 
more combat” 

The rebels want an independent 
country and are supported by most of 
the ethnic Albanians, who make up 90 
percent of fee Kosovo population. The 
government has, through U.S. medi- 
ators, offered limited autonomy. 

After a summer in which fee rebels 
greatly expanded their territory and a 
fall when the government struck back 
with an offensive that left thousands 
homeless, NATO threatened air strikes 
unless the government withdrew many 
of its forces. With fewer soldiers and 
police officers deployed, civilians 
began to return to many of the areas feat 
they had fled in fee offensive. Many 
found that government forces had de- 
stroyed feeir houses. 

The scene at fee released officer's 
home gave sane hope that diplomacy 
might work. Snowdrifts covered the 
haystacks and the outbuildings. Around 
fee kitchen table inside Mr. Zbiljic's 
neighbors and fellow officers gathered. 

Mr. Zbiljic was escorted home by 
U.S. monitors, wbo said they had con- 
vinced the rebels feat it was wrong to 
keep him. . 

This is fee man wbo saved me.” 
Mr. Zbiljic said, whipping out a busi- 
ness cod that xead, “William ’Nick’ 
Slavik.” “He visited me when I was a 
prisoner and he got me out.” 

■ Army Chief Is Dismissed 

President Slobodan Milosevic . has 
dismissed the chief of the anny. General 
Momcilo Perisic, in what observers said 
Wednesday was a continuing purge of 
fee military, Agence France- Presse re- 
ported from Belgrade. 

General Perisic’s dismissal seabed 
to oe finked to the latest developments 
in Kosovo and accords reached in Oc- 
tober between Mr. Milosevic and the 
international community, military 
sources said. Senior army officers are 
reported to be unhappy wife Mr. Mi- 
losevic's having agreed to NATO sur- 
veillance of Kosovo. 

General Perisic’s dismissal follows 
fee dismissal of fee Yugoslav Air Force 
commander. General Ljubisa Velick- 
ovic, on Oct 30. Three days earlier, fee 
chief of Serbia ’s security service, Jovica 
Staoisic was also dismissed. 

General- Perisic was succeeded by 
General Dragoljub Ojdanic, who was 
deputy chief of fee general staff .and 
ccmaaroderof fee army corps in fee 
Belgrade ref^on and aorfeetn Serbia. 


amended bill, but conservatives delayed 
it wife more than 1,000 proposed 
amendments. Mr. Jospin’s forces now 
say they hope fa passage next spring. 

His Communist supporters in Par- 
liament, meanwhile, are increasingly 
restive ova the prospect of far more 
privatizations of state-owned industries, 
such as France Telecom SA and Air 
France, titan they thought they had 
signed on fa when the left came to 
power last year. 

And even with a Co mmunis t minister 
of transport in charge of the stale rail- 
way system, railroad workers plan to 
close down fee system for fee second 
time this week Friday to push for the 
luring of more workers as it moves to a 
35-hour week next year. 

Mr. Jospin *s government mandated a 
nationwide reduction from 39 to 35 
hours a week as its main job-creation 
measure, but only 160,000 of fee more 
than 3 milli on unemployed have found 
jobs since he took powa. 


ST. PETERSBURG — In any court 
case tried anywhere, it would be strange 
for the defense and the prosecution to 
appeal the same verdict to a country’s 
supreme tribunal. But this is Russia, and 
the case of Alexander Nikitin is special. 

The retired naval officer has been 
charged with espionage, accused of dis- 
closing information on nuclear accidents 
at sea and environmental radiation threats 
ca u sed by Russia’s northern naval fleet 

The trial last month created an in- 
ternational sensation because environ- 
mentalists contend that Mr. Nikitin’s 
prosecution is meant to stifle independ- 
ent investigations of ecological dangers, 
and because fee contest pined the rights 
of an individual against the Federal Se- 
curity Service, the successor to the So- 
viet-era KGB. 

Three weeks ago, a judge in Sl 
P etersburg said tiiat the charges were 
vague. Instead of acquitting Mr. Nikitin, 
however, fee magistrate told fee se- 
curity sendee to start all over. 

Mr. Nikitin’s lawyers proclaimed 
victory, but they also appealed to Rus- 
sia's constitutional court to throw fee 
case oat on the grounds that the pros- 
ecution had not proven the charges. 

Most recently, an unhappy prosecu- 
tion appealed, too. saying that the 
judge’s conclusion was “premature” 
because he had not permitted all the 
expert witnesses to testify. Prosecutors 
contend that Mr. Nikitin revealed secret 
information on recent-generation nucle- 
ar submarines and on accidents in- 
volving missiles and reactors. 

The appeals left the duel between free 
speech and fee prerogatives of state 
secrecy hanging in the balance. 
Moreover. Mr. Nikitin remains in 
limbo. He has been under investigation 
for more than three years, of which 10 
months were spent in jail and fee rest of 
the time restricted to SL Petersburg. 
That restriction is still in place. 

“For all that has happened, my per- 
sonal position remains as it was be- 
fore,” he said in an interview at his 
office near an old Sl Petersburg market 
“It is hard to understand.” 

He spoke wearily. “I did ecology.” 
he said. “I never wanted to be a political 
figure.” 

But that all seems out of his control 
now. 

As part of his defense strategy. Mr. 
Nikitin’s chief lawyer. Yard Schmidt 
has decided to exploit the publicity gen- 
erated by the case. He intends to sue in 
fee international human rights court in 
Strasbourg, France, in hopes of influ- 
encing fee Russian government Mr. 


Schmidt argues that since Russia aspires 
to join Western institutions like the 
European Council, it will have to face 
' jip to West European democratic 


stan 

Mr. Schmidt took heart in fee St 
Petersburg court’s decision. It was the 
first time in Russian a Soviet history 
that the intelligence agency had been 
rebuffed in court. The appeal to the 
constitutional court is meant to “none- 
theless express out dissatisfaction that 
Nikitin was not acquitted,” be said. 
“We have to stand on principle, and not 
just be satisfied with a half- verdict.” 

While his case drags on, Mr. Nikitin 
worries whether the political climate 
might change. Already, Yevgeni 
Adamov, the atomic energy minister 
under the new left- leaning government 
of Prime Minister Yevgeni Primakov, 
said he thought Mr. Nikitin had di- 
vulged “critical information.” 

“1 think the design and structures of 
nuclear reactors on Russian submarines 
has nothing to do wife environmental 
protection.” Mr. Adamov said. 

Mr. Nikitin. 46, wrote his report for 
the Bellona Foundation, a Norwegian 
environmental protection group. Nor- 
way is concerned that radiation from 
junked submarines in fee harbor at Mur- 
mansk might wash up on its shores. 

Yeltsin Doetor Sees 
IVo Complications 

Agence France-Presse 

MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin's heart surgeon said Wednesday 
that the president’s latest bout with 
pneumonia was unlikely to cause prob- 
lems for his five heart bypasses, Interfax 
reported. 

Serious lung ailments can damage fee 
heart, but Mr. Yeltsin's illness “does 
not affect fee functioning of fee heart 
bypasses,” said fee doctor, Renat 
Akchurin. 

After three reported heart attacks, Mr. 
Yeltsin in November 1996 underwent a 
quintuple bypass operation in Moscow, 
He has had no reported heart problems 
since, although he has been dogged by a 
string of respiratory infections and ocher 
ailments that have hampered his polit- 
ical activity and drawn calls fa his 
resignation. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 67. was hospitalized 
Sunday in Moscow after developing 
pneumonia, the second time feat be has 
contracted fee illness in two years. 

A Kremlin spokesman Wednesday 
said Mr. Yeltsin was resting in “stable” 
condition. "His treatment is continu- 
ing,” the spokesman said. 
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Hong Kong Seeks a Place on High- 




By Philip Segal 

International Herald Tribune 


H ONGKONG — More than a year into 
the region's financial crisis. Hong 
Kong seems to be getting the mes- 


X XKong seems to be getting the mes- 
sage: Without constant innovation in tech- 
nology, it could lose its standing as a world 
financial center, turning into just another big 
city in China. 

“We have a very strong entrepreneurial 
culture, but due to historical factors, this is not 
wedded to technology,” said Raymond 
Ch’ien, a member of the government’s Ex- 
ecutive Council and chairman of the ter- 
ritory’s Industry and Technology Develop- 
ment Council 

Blessed with one of the finest harbors in the 
world and a neighboring country with a bil- 
lion low-cost workers, Hong Kong was in 
some senses in coasting mode when the fi- 
nancial crisis hit last year. Real estate prices 
always seemed to be rising, and anyone with 
capital could make far more money in the 
short term by flipping pr o p erty than by plow- 
ing profits back into a start-up company for 
several years before making it big. 

As a result, “Hong Kong is not on the 
Asian high-tech map,” said Anson Wang, 
formerly in charge of Asia Pacific Asset Man- 
;A report says stock traders in Hong Kong, long con- agement at State Street Bank Corp. and now 
Isidered a financial center, need to offer on-line services, chief investment officer of Hongkoog.com 


Studios, a limited partnership between several 
private Hoag Koag families and China’s 
state-owned Cham Internet Corp. 

Hongkong. Com Studios was set up to 
provide what local banks and stock markets 
would not; as much as $10 million in seed . 
capital for currently unprofitable technology 
start-ups that bold the promise of a good idea, 
which one day could make a lot of money. 

Yat Sin, who spent more dun 10 years in 
Silicon Valley and returned to Hong. Kong 
with rusty Cantonese in 1995, employs. 15 
people in one of the companies receiving 
funding from Hongkong.com Studios. His 
company, Ooiblaze, has set up 80,000 sub- 
scription mailboxes over the Internet, but Mr. 
Siu Said that be Has found Since re turning to' 


that the companies receiving funding are cur- 
rently unprofitable? 

■ As part of an effort to make technology 
more appealing as a career, the government 
announced a five-year strategy for promoting 
informati on technology, education. It prom- 
ised to buy 65000 computers for the ter- 
ritory’s schools, provide 80,000 training 
places for teachers m technology-related sub- 
jects, and to provide Internet access for all 
schools. ; t 

Hong Kong has been able to remain Asia s 

premier center outside Japan in finance, but in 
recett months it has become clear Singapore 

is engaged in an all-out campaign to chal- 


Kong’s top position. 


Hong Kong that there is “very little creative 
development compared with toe U.S.” 

Not only that, but “s^d capital for Internet- 
companies is extremely hard to come by and 
entrepreneurs are largely left to tend for 
themselves, with little enthusiasm and sup- 
port from toe small local venture capital 
community in Hong Kong,’* be said. 

While in the United States losing money in 
start-ups is practically a badge erf honor, a 
mentality of quick profits still pervades Hong 
Kong. The first question posed by a local 
journalist at toe news conferee announcing 
the funding program Monday was: How 
could this program expect to succeed given 


I N THE RAST two months, Singapore has 
announced a'seriea erf measures to open 
further their financial sector to foreign 


par ticipation and has . layiTM-h^H a contract 
based on Hong. Kong stocks that directly 
challenges a similar one traded in Hong 
Kong. 


in finance, a report mis week by the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology said that 
more than 30 percent of Hong Kang’s retail 
stock bracers could be but of business by 
2010 without the capacity to provide on-tine 
services to easterners.. 

Still, toe fight to remain a financial center 


revolves around more than having the latest' ' ■' 
machinery- What a city does vitU.ita.coxn- . * . 
paters is equally airflfong Kong . 

appears to .be inbviqg ,tparard a:itiort ag- 

gressive stance here too. On Tuesday, u©.V 
chief executive of the stock excfaai^e,Alcc • 

Tsui, said Hong ^ . 

radical expansion of trading. houis toalhHy ' i 
investors in all time zones to baveEverfxess. 
to toe market during their 'qwn^ btBfhieas - !■' 
days.- 

If Hong Kbng s mam Asian competdarip - : 
finance for toe moment is: Sm ga pote^T nfo 
poses one of the main threats in infpiinatiQj} 
technology. With ite already toriving soft , 
ware indostiy centered in toe soaffienr - ' 

Bangalore, India can boast $ome:.of;wkgi\ 
Hong Kong can, and mwt: Tt Imarf abudSf J, 
yn ty of wml-educated engineers, -and unlike- ' - ■ 
in Hong Kong, most can s?>cakland writ&. . 

excellent English. 

‘ In Hong Kong, proficiency jar fiigBah hiis 
been dropping steadily ter yeam/and may - 
worsen further now that the gove rnmen t dis- 
courages the teaching of many subjeds © 


toe Cantonese dialect as weU as puna’s 
ivi«ytnat language — Mandarin ; 

doubt vital for anyone tryingtowrigss^t^aiE 
for the Greater China region, but ^B^Bto 
remains the international language of bosi- 
ness as well as the Internet. f-.'i-v. • 



ALT /Commentary 


Iridium Satellite Phone: Impressive , hut With Limits 


Iridium 

portable 

satellite 

phone 


W ASHINGTON — I took my 
Iridium satellite phone out for 
a test drive the other day not in 
Australia's Outback or other remote 
locale but in toe suburban jungle near 
Washington. 

. : Heeding the strenuous pleas of Iridi- 
um executives not to try the phoae in the 
city, where tall buildings would obstruct 
i)te line-of-sight signals to toe satellites, 
i went to a clearing, extended the cattle 


By Mike Mills 

Washington Post Service 


prod-like antenna and powered up toe 
handset. 


handset. 

- The appearance of a little house icon 
(Vi toe aispiay screen told me I was in 
business: It meant my phone, with its 
own Iridium country code and inter- 
national phone number, had success- 
fully reached a satellite crossing over- 
load in a polar orbit. 

, ' The satellite then bounced toe signal to 
Iridium's North American ground station 
.‘.'gateway'* in Arizona, where a com- 
puter checked to see that the phone bill 
had been paid, and answered with a sig- 


nal approving toe satellite phone's use. 

Then I did what I’m sure many global 
business travelers will do once they get 
their bands on an Iridium phone in a 
remote place: 1 called my wife. 

The call repeated the path from my 
hand to toe satellite, then to Arizona, but 
then the call was sent along fiber optics 
lines back to her office in Washington. 

“Hey, isn’t this cool?” 

“It always makes me nervous when 
yon call me while you're driving,” she 
replied, nonplussed right on cue. 

*T'm not driving. And I’m not ou a 
cell phone. This is an Iridium phone. 
They just came on toe market this 
month.” After I explained the new con- 
stellation of 66 Iridium satellites, she 
conceded that it did seem preny neat 

Then the call started breaking up. Her 
voice was disposed into misplaced di- 
gital packets, as if some avant-garde 
composer had taken snippets of our con- 
versation. scattered them around and 
played them back out of order. After a 
few seconds, my wife’s voice re- 
arranged itself. 

“What happened?” she asked. 


Edward Staiano, the chief executive 
officer of Iridium LLC, said later that it 
most likely was a land-based software 
bug that is still being worked out As for 


bag that is still being worked out. as tor 
a later call that was dropped completely, 
be attributed that to a hole in toe network 


caused by the 66th satellite, which was 
launched Nov. 8 but is not yet op- 
erationaL 

Roughly 85 percent of Iridium calls 
are completed, he said, while 11 to 12 
percent of completed calls are d ropp ed. 
That is roughly in line with my ex- 
perience: I made a dozen calls and got 


dropped once, though several calls were 
garbled. Mr. Staiano said his goal is to 


garbled. Mr. Staiano said his goal is to 
have 98 percent of calls completed with 
a 3 percent drop rate by year’s end. 

The voice quality of the conversa- 
tions also was less than I expected. 
Voices sounded nasal and somewhat 
tinny. “That’s probably about as good 
as it will get,” Mr. Staiano said, com- 
paring the results to voices beard on 
mid-quality cellular systems. 

After watching the first Iridium satel- 
lite shoot into orbit more than a year 
ago, I have to admit to a geeky sort of 


glee when I finally got to use the phone. 
This upside-down cellular phone net- 
work in space — where me antenna 
towers move above you — actually 
works. It's toe world's first based on 
low-orbiting satellites. 

Before Iridium, global “sal-phones” 
were toe size of small briefcases. And 
because they used higher-up geostation- 
ary satellites, you could not escape that 
na gging half-second delay as die signal 
went up and back down to the other 
party. 

Iridium's marketing approach has 
changed greatly since early 1997, when 
company officials seemed to be in deni- 
al that their target usage area was 
shrinking faster than the rain forest, as 
die world’s land-based wireless phone 
networks quickly fannwi oat to places 
previously thought untouchable by cel- 
lular. 


Manufacturer. 

Motorola 


Size: 

7£ inches by ZA inches 
(19.3 cmx 6.0 cm) 
and 2.7 Inches deep 



Weight 

One pound (0.45 kg) 


Standard battery life: 

TWo hours of continuous 

talk lime; 16 hours of standby time 


$3,400 per phone; $69 per month 
service charge; $2 to $7 per minute 
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T HEY reacted shrewdly, I believe, 
by taking full advantage of ——and 
even pushing to advance — the 
concept of a global cell phone. Now, die 
Iridium concept is mare than just its 
satellite phone and satellite pager. 'A 
new c a s s ette backing plugged onto toe 
phone converts it to a cellnlarphonetoat 
can work with any of the world’s in- 
compatible wireless standards (toe an- 
tenna pops off). 

Or, by using a credit-card-sized 
“SIMM card,” your Iridium phone 
number and billing data can be plugged 
into most regular pocket phones in use 
around the world. Thai mi»an« rallc to 
your number will ring on that phone. 

Iridium also will give you a calling 
card with a toll-free global number so 
you don't have to fumble with foreign 
currency or eat huge hotel phone 
charges. 

Unfortunately, all of this costs big 
money. The phone costs $3395 and you 


pay $69 a month service charge and $2 
to $7 per minute, depending on where 
you are calling. LA page-only, version 
costs $695, plus $39 monthly if yon buy 
it with a phone, or $199 a month sep- 
arately. Four dealereinthe United States 
sell Indium phones and- pagers . (check 
■H’wwSridiumiComy J • 

The phooe has features that are com- 
parable to typical digital phones: On a 
single battery charge, you get about two 
hours of talk time and 16 hours of 
standby time (five and a half hours of 
talk time and 48 hours of standby with 
toe highest-capacity battery). It has 
memory for frequently dialed numbers 
and voice mail 

All told, my brief experience with toe - 
Iridium phone left me optimistic about 
its potential for grabbing a sizable part . 
of the market for well-financed global 
travelers. But my time with the phone 
was hardly extensive enough to judge its 
full potential — or limitations. The only, 
complete way to review an Iridium 
phone would be to take it around the 


world, judging not only its reliability, 
but also practical things like whether 
you get stopped by somecastoras of- 
ficial whoisnotawaresuch phones. ares 
allowed (Mr.. Staiano said that’s still a* 
big issue). Orwhetoer toe billing system 


whe^yqit^i^rfnaii ooecouniry ,mto 
another. . . V'.. . 

Iridium V-main problenr far now is 
getting enough phones built to . satisfy 
demand. Mr. Staiano is backing away 
from an earlier projection to have 
40,000 phones in use by year’s end. 
Moterptelnc., which Is making Iridium 
phMtes,issh^ringSOOaday,butIridi- 
umi&still having problemsworfcing out 
s oftwaye issues with phones made by its 
Japanese maker, Kyocera Corp. Com- 


Christmas. 


phooe now would get it by 


Mike Mills, a lelecommumcadonx jr- 
porteratThe Washington Post, can' be t j 
mailed atmiUsm@washpost.com ; . ' 
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Ipaaay SerisoriPuts Electronic Shopping to a Rigorous Test 


By Bob Tedesqhi ' 

New YorkTTmGsScrvIfr '.'.•••• . • 

^ Pnfuuu fhA Antri U 


sunoni^ : the holiday shopping 

;£SSJ^. ronsmiias get both. AlJihesame 

■^fcfemet-re^eis fove fathered enoci^ nimenmm to 
apafluyjom mepaanstream holiday diatogue.'Nbt only do 
tfiey the marketing dollars to get intoc^Snxsre^ving 

I ftftmt n ni HI B J I— . -I . . . . . {-• 


^^Ba^pome^iriie, they’ve also wrangled their- way 

; lac message: It is easier, more economical sna just as safe 
■to shop on ffie Intemet as at the local mall. The. reality: fir 
some cases, that s true; but there are still many hurdles 
'•'■■■ remaining before on-line 
■ shopping pots mall de- 
velopers ont ofbosjness. 
The -Internet shopping 


purchase,” said 


on-lino. 

t part is getting people to make that first 


Brown, vice] 


lectFomc 


m a h r j i * , , r_j , * ,T<T7r, rt-TTM r«7n 



course, with most analysts 
predicting a banner holiday 
season foron-Iine retailors. 

' Hr New York-based In- 
ternet market research 
company Jupiter Commu- : 
nicattons forecasts $2.8 
billion in on-line baying 
daring the holiday season 
(preluding travel pur- 
* chases), compared to $1.1 
banjos daring- the 
. .period last year: .-V T- 

~ .StilL these numbers pale 

in comparison to the: $173 bfllicm tfiat Deloitte -& Touche 
predicts Americans will spend ovcrall lids holiday «««« . 
That is because most people are not on-line. In. addition, ■ 
many Internet users are either wary of dectronrc transactions 
or frustrated bythcpoor pexfonBance of many efectronic- 
cmmnesce.shes...;.. ■ . . • .'V:. : . 

- Thexcm^esthDOpprfftui^fcirlntantfTCtaik^iJaidthis. 
3^6ar, they arc polling qnt all me stops to persuade anucomers 


doing right now is geared toward making that gist purchase 

easy” 

' AOL offers its members one-stop shopping through the 
service’s shopping channel, which hosts more than 100 
merchants in an environment designed for hand-holding. 

" Analysts say electronic retailers need to .go the extra mile 
to compete With traditional stores. “On-line merchants are 
mcreasangiy offering features that bring value to customers 
dungs that catalogues and brick-andrmortar retailers 
don’t have tire ability to do,” said Ken Cassar, digital 
commerce analyst for Jupiter Communications. 

For one, Mr. Cassar said, they’re getting better at helping 
consumers find what they want, “which is particularly 
important now; because holiday shoppers typically don t 

know what they're 
f— ■■ — ■ ■ i — u y m H looking for when they 

mm Accordingly, both 
i|||9| the major portal sites 

and dedicated gift 
ffmm sites ' such as 

B fiBEM 91JGffts.com now of- 

Ifi ' ■ 1 ' "ywjiH fer gift-matching ser- 

I lillffl tw" ■ vices, whereby users 

can select character- 
istics of the recipient, 
if specify a dollar range, 

f then receive via e- 

* k mail a list of sugges- 

ted items. 

Jm Some sites take 
wSa that service one step 

HT further, with one-on- 

» one interactions with 

salespeople. Cli- 
nique allows custom- 




eta to. e-mail cosmetics specialists with their questions, 
while eGift.com, agjft&ixemat opened this month, will soon 
have a team of customer service representatives who will 


Teenagers Chart an On-Line Country 

Global Project Draws on MIT Computer Power and Magnate’s Millions 


By Casey Goldberg V 

. Nbv fork Tima Service 

C AMBRIDGE,. Massachusetts r— 
Never has die good old -Model 
United Nations, popular for so 
< long aroongthe earnest high sefaoo Fsetj 
seemed so pallid, soxetro, so (to be read 
with teenage disdain) 20fh-ccritmy. “ ' 
Last week, lGOyoungstersfrem JQto 
16 yeare ^14 from aioundLthe world 
attended a:global:forum atiheMedia 
-Laboratory at the Massachusetts Instt- 
! tute of Technology. Hre ibranj, caffed 
- -the Junior Samgftt, is-tUjfee attaint oM 
■ mock UN wtiat-a percent edrnjxiter' is ■ 
to an abacus. \ . - ' v - ' - • 

* Connected on-bireftkTtiearfbs before 
'they arrived for fibre forian, equipped 
with pagers with e-maiLfauctious and 
-Power Pointpresentation skills, tbep®’- 
ticipants did not jabber about -treaties 


and points of Order. They sncply plotted 

. They planned to create an on-line 
coquby, tobekaownasNatioal, where 
anyone under 19 could automatically 
become a citizen: Adults would need a 
. visa or special permission to enter. ~ 
They freshed out the idea for Kidz 
Bank, an on-line bank for childr en's 
savings that could lend money, for 
worthwhile projects, and how to de- 
velop a.digital currency. And they foun- 
ded an. on-line' global newspaper for 
cfazfdrco. . • ' 


“By the year 200t^ onr pdbaljiet- 
wOric shall comprise around ’2 mSBon 
pec^de, " Steven James Siaoon, a !5-' 
year-old from New Zealand, announced 
in ringing <3uirchillian tones Friday as 
he rehearsed for ;a presentation befene a 
gathering of diplomats, WoridBank of- 


ficials, corporate sponsors and assorted 
dignitaries. “We will have a network of 
school groups all across the world,” he 
declared. “We will have international 
events. We will have everyone planting 
trees on Earth Day." ‘ 

• Adults tempted to shake their beads 
in amusement and joke about the days 
when 30 years of age was die cutoff 
point for people who could be trusted, 
instead of 19, might do well to note: 
These children are backed by almost 
unlimited computer power from MIT, 
as well as millio ns of dollars from a 

^^^^Sv^chaiffnan ofboth’GSK 
Corp.j r wiuch tnakeS business software; 
and- Sega Enterprises Ltd.', the game- 
maker, has agreed to contribute $27 
million to build a “Center for Future 
Children” next door to the current Me- 
dia Lab building. 

The donation, MIT said, is one of the 
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a Japanese individual to a foreign in- 
stitution. 

I T MEANS a major expansion for the 
Media Lab, already known for its 
success in winning corporate spon- 
sors. 

The lab's projects tend to focus on the 
intersection between technology and 
people, and they range from wearable 
computers to electronic books. 

In 1995, Mr. Qkawa was attending a 
meeting of the Group of Seven indus- 
trialized countries when it struck him 
t h at , although children have the biggest 
stake in the future, they have almost no 
say in determining it, said Mitch el Res- 
nick, the Media Lab professor who is 
overseeing development of the center’s 
programs. 

The center will try “to rethink how 
children five, leant and play,” Mr. Res- 
nick said. 

He added: “We want to rethink tech- 
nology to make it worthy of children of 
the future. The kids yon see here today 
could do so mneb more technologically 
if we cave them the right tools.” 

Ana with those tools, the thinking 


gage in live chats with customers who need help finding vice president for marketing at eToys. 

rts. ~ Despite all the hoopla, some industry observers are or- 

S hopping sites have also added some logic to how they fering a “be careful what you wish for” caution if sales 


_ UM.U UIHVIU11UUG. tVdLUCl UUU GIIU1G» 113 LS ui allGS piUVG Hi 3UUIIg OU<Uy3U» pi&UJGl. 

and stores, they aggregate items inio specific categories: Because most electronic-commerce sites lack the teeb- 

Gifts for Him. Gifts for Her. Gifts under S25. Quick Gifts, noiogy to track their inventory on a real-time basis, some 
"That’s a fundamental change for us,” said Jeffrey Malleti, shoppers could unwittingly pay for goods that are, in fact, out 

chief operating of- of stock. 

fleer for I ahoo! Inc. “People who have raised a lot of money to become on-line 

■ The more techni- dominaiors may see that they've overstepped,’ ’ said Amo 

I cally advanced sites Harris, vice president ofmarketingfor911Gifts.com. “They 

I have also added the can overcommit to customers without having inventory, they 

I ability to handle one- can over-order inventory and end up sitting on a half-million 

I stop ’ checkouts, for dollars in wreaths,* * he said, adding, ‘ ‘Those folks will blow 

- consumers who buy relationships with customers by doing a bad job with their 
\^ 0 r llll several items but needs.” 

y* want to pay with one How real a possibility is it that on-line customers can get 
/ fj |!Q V / credit card, through burned? “It's a very real possibility,” said Maria LaTour 

I __ one transaction, and Kadison. senior on-line retail analyst with Forrester Re- 

I f ship to multiple ad- search, a market research firm in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

V f J J dresses. “Out of all “There are going to be a lot of surprises with gifts that don't 

Wj J the new features, that show up until Dec. 28.” 

^ one’s the slam dunk That’s a situation other retailers will be watching closely, 

for us,” said Michael said Donna lucolano, chair of the statistics committee of 
McCadden, executive vice president for marketing at Gap Shop.org, an on-line retailer trade group. 

Inc. “If a shopper goes to one site and has a bad experience, it 

Another common strategy to lure holiday shoppers on-line might tum them off to the idea of on-line shopping in 
is, of course, discount pricing. Some sites are offering deals general,' ' she said. 

to consumers who shop early this season, but as with off-line Even if some sites fail to deliver, the damage to the on-line 
retailing, it's likely that these “for a limited time only” retail industry probably will not be permanent. But if the 
offers will be renewed, or replaced by other specials. holiday shopping season fails to live up to its billing in what 

Not surprisingly, on-line retailers have also increased their is expected to be a breakthrough year, watch for the finger- 
off-line advertising efforts to encourage consumers to shop pointing, 
on-line. Traditional retailers, such as Gap or Lands’ End Inc., 
now routinely include the address of their Web site in 
broadcast and print campaigns. 

Meanwhile, those Internet companies with deep pockets 
— or deep-pocketed partners — are embracing off-line 
promotions of their own. FragranceCoumer, a Web-based 
perfume retailer, is about to start a S 1 million national radio 
advertising campaign, while eToys, an on-line toy site, got a 
boost for its own holiday effort by "being chosen as the 
poster child for die Visa campaign,” said Phillip Polishook, 



Some Internet locations for gift-shopping are at: 

shopping .yahoo . com 

cybcrshop.com 

tf3ift.com 

mu wM] lGifis.com 

www.etovs.comJ excel search 


BRIEFLY 


Muni* Bk fc ndJ/Tbc Amp qi l fil Pip. 

Claudia llrrea of the Media Lab at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology helping Amir Noar, 15, with a project at the Junior Summit. 


goes, childhood itself would change, as 
children became ever more able to take 
on new roles — for example, becoming 
founders of banks and newspapers — 
and nations. 

“I don't know whether it's a pipe 
dream or not, but I think we're going to 
do this,” said John Perry Barlow, co- 
founder of die Electronic Frontier Foun- 
dation, which advocates freedom on the 
Internet, and adviser to the group of 
youths working on the Nation! project. 
“Tve never started a nation before, es- 
pecially in three days." 

But the children have began to show, 
he said, ‘ ‘how they can start assembling. 


marshaling and deploying resources in a 
way that I think will scare the hell out of 
adults.” 

Actually, most of the youngsters' 
plans would gladden adults' hearts: re- 
ducing child labor, improving the en- 
vironment, helping disabled children 
and simplifying computing. Now, will 
adults listen? 

“There will be those who say. That's 
cute, nice to hear your voice,’ and go 
back to what they're doing,” said Terah 
DeJong. 15, of India. Bat some at (he 
global forum formed fast friendships, he 
said, “and we expect to continue on for 
years." 


HIGH-TECH HAUSFRAIJEN: 
Two big German food retailers are get- 
ting on the Internet to sell groceries. 

Spar Handels AG. Germany’s fifth- 
largest food retailer by sales, said it 
bought 50 percent of the distribution 
company Einkauf 24 GmbH so it could 
sell groceries over the Internet and by 
fax and phone, while Kaufhof War- 
enhaus AG, which operates Metro AG’s 
department stores m Germany, plana 
Internet sales with a delivery service for 
18 of its stores. 

Spar’s new service is so far restricted 
to the Hamburg area where Spar’s- 
headquarters are located, and KaufhoDs 
is available only at its Cologne store as a 
ptiofprojecL 

• Responses from customers “have so 
far more than fulfilled our expecta : 
tions.” said Georg Thaler, head of in- 
novation management at Kaufhof. 
“Solving the logistical problems was 
the biggest challenge for us. " 

( Bloomberg i 

WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN? 
The Scottish government and the Unn 
versify of Edinburgh plan to build a 
$10.5 million research center to foster 
the development of the semiconductor 
industry in Scotland. 

The project will provide start-up 
companies with tools and research and 
design facilities, the partners said, and 
the center will be fully operational by 
the spring of 2000. 

The Scottish government and the 
University of Edinburgh are investing in 
the center in expectation of a rebound in 
the semiconductor industry, which ha| 
seen prices collapse this year because ot 
overcapacity and a flood of cheap chip 
imports from Asia. 

Scotland’s $221 billion semiconduct- 
or industry has also felt the impact of the 
collapse. Seagate Technology Inc., the 
world's largest maker of computer disc* 
drives, said last month it would close its. 
chip plant in Scotland, and National 
Semiconductor Corp. plans to close part 
of its Scottish plant. ( Bloomberg ) 

BT BUYS INTO EXCITE: British 
Telecommunications PLC is spending 
$10 million to buy a 50 percent stake in- 
Excite UK, a unit of U.S. Internet search 
engine Excite Inc. (Reuters) 
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Too Many Nukes 


The Cold War record demonstrates 
the worth of hand-in-hand arms con- 
trol, with Moscow and Washington 
proceeding by negotiation, reducing 
□□clear risks and costs in tandem, and 
verifying the results in mutual con- 
fidence. The post-Co Id War record, 
however, is producing disenchant- 
ment Bodi sides find themselves 
armed with more weapons than they 
believe their security warrants, more 
nuclear capability than they can com- 
fortably pay for, and, in Russia’s case, 
more than it can confidently keep op- 
erative and safe. Traditional anus con- 
trol is losing its relevance to both coun- 
tries’ national needs. 

In Russia the scene is alarming. The 
N unn- Lu gar program to dismantle old 
Soviet weapons is working, although it 
is painfully underfunded. But the re- 
maining heavy multiple-warhead, 
land-based missiles are rusting out. 
Not only are maintenance funds short 
Funds are lacking to build the more 
stable single-warhead missiles meant 
to replace the heavies once Moscow 
joins Washington in ratifying START- 
2. The Duma has held back from rat- 
ification of this agreement which 
would take warheads down by half 
from the current 6,000 leveL Only now 
is the Duma moving toward early rat- 
ification on the basis that START-2 
offers Moscow its best chance to re- 
duce American forces to a level that 
Russia can afford to match. 


Reversal in Slovakia 


Recent parliamentary elections in 
Slovakia have freed the country from 
the heavy boot of Vladimir Meciar, its 
dominant figure since the end of com- 
munism. He engineered the breakup of 
Czechoslovakia, turned Slovakia’s in- 
stitutions into his political machine and 
allowed his friends to loot the treasury. 
The coalition of parties that defeated 
him has made a promising start, but it 
will need sustained unity and help from 
the West to solve the many problems 
that Mr. Meciar left behind. 

Although Mr. Meciar is skilled at 
blaming others — Gypsies, die Hun- 
garian minority, the Czech Republic — 
for his failures, voters got wise. A get- 
out- the- vote drive by the opposition re- 
sulted in 85 percent turnout and a defeat 
for Mr. Meciar's nationalist party. 

The new government is a coalition 
of rightist parties, former Communists 
and Hungarians, but it quickly agreed 
on a program that emphasizes eco- 
nomic reform. The center-right prime 
minister, Mikulas Dzurinda, and his 


because many of the state’s factories 
were sold at fire-sale prices to Mr. 
Meciar's party colleagues, which also 
kept foreign investment out 
The harm he did to Slovakia's polit- 
ical culture was just as great He 
routinely ignored constitutional court 
decisions and made the state intelli- 
gence agents into his political thugs. 
The new government has restored a 
respected former director to the in- 
telligence service and plans to estab- 
lish some oversight. On Tuesday, Mr. 
Dzurinda met with his Czech coun- 
terpart and pledged closer ties, revers- 
ing Mr. Meciar’s policy of hostility. 
The government is also promising to 
end harassment of the media, anions 
and nongovernmental groups. It has 


already created the post of deputy 
mime minister for minorities and hu- 


prime minister for minorities and hu- 
man rights and appointed an ethnic 


Hungarian, a positive sign. 
The idea or compromise 


partners also agree that Slovakia must 
look toward Europe, rather than Russia 


look toward Europe, rather than Russia 
and Ukraine as Mr. Meciar had. 

Slovakia’s health and education sys- 
tems are bankrupt and its banks are 
teetering. The treasury is empty, in part 


The idea of compromise suffocated 
in Slovakia under communism and then 
under Mr. Meciar. The new government 
could easily unravel in partisan bick- 
ering. It will take pressure from Euro- 
pean institutions and the Slovaks them- 
selves to keep the coalition focused on 
Slovakia's daunting problems. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Liberating Private Sex 


When Michael Hardwick looked up 
from the privacy of his apartment in 
Atlanta one dayl6 years ago, he was 
stunned to see a policeman standing in 
the door. “What are you doing in my 
bedroom?” he asked. It is a question 
that look on a special bitterness for gay 
men and lesbians after the U.S. Su- 
preme Court in 1986 upheld the Geor- 
gia law against sodomy under which 
Mr. Hardwick was arrested that day. 
The law was 170 years old. It pro- 
hibited oral and anal sea by anyone, 
homosexual or heterosexual, and like 
all such laws in the United States it was 
modeled on old English law, which 
was shaped by religious teachings. 

In his argument to the Supreme 
Court, Georgia Attorney General Mi- 
chael Bowers attacked homosexual 
sodomy as ‘ "anathema to the basic units 
of our society — marriage and the fam- 
ily.” Five justices bought the argument, 
upholding the law in a decision that 
removed any claim homosexuals had to 
privacy or to protection from govern- 
ment intrusion in their bedrooms. To 
decide otherwise. Chief Justice Warren 
Burger said, would “cast aside mil- 
lennia of moral leaching.” 

But the critical constitutional ques- 
tion. Mr. Hardwick's lawyer later 
wrote, “was not what Michael Hard- 
wick was doing in his bedroom, but 
rarher what the state of Georgia was 
doing there.” On Monday, ruling in 
another case, the Georgia Supreme 
Court agreed, and struck down the law. 
This case arose from heterosexual acts 
between a man and woman, but the 
court made clear that Georgia’s con- 


stitution guarantees rights of privacy 
that make no distinction between ho- 
mosexuals and heterosexuals. “We 
cannot think of any other activity that 
reasonable persons would rank as more 
private and more deserving of pro- 
tection from governmental interfer- 
ence than consensual, private, adult 
sexual activity," it said 
The Georgia decision follows one 
by a city circuit judge in Baltimore last 
month who held that Maryland law 
could not discriminate by making sod- 
omy illegal for homosexuals ana not 
for heterosexuals. In Rhode Island, the 
legislature voted to repeal its anti-sod- 
omy law earlier this year. One way or 
the other, in almost two-thirds of the 
states outdated legal restrictions on 
private sex have fallen away. The re- 
maining holdouts should drop the last 
traces of this assault on privacy. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Other Comment 

Clinton vs. the Sex Haters 


Did Bill Clinton ever reckon with 
the fact that someday he’d get caught 
flat out? I’ll bet he prepared himself. 
He doesn't look shamefaced or awk- 
ward at ail. He knows his generation, 
after all — and who among them hasn’t 
had a sexual secret? Plus, he has this 
bedrock of women supporting him. 
And he has the right opponents — the 
religions right, the sex haters. 

— Michael Wolff, writing in 
New York magazine. 
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In the United States, Republican-le- 
gislated restrictions on unilateral aims 
reductions compel the Pentagon to boy 
a mix of nuclear weapons that ji finds iu 
suited to changing strategic conditions 
and that prevent it from buying the 
overall mix of weapons it wants. 

There are other ways in which U.S- 
forces need to be reviewed. For one, the 
Pentagon has been slow to adjust to 
post-Soviet strategic conditions by tak- 
ing nuclear weapons off a Cola War 
hair trigger. For another, strategists re- 
main cool to taking a fresh look at their 
longtime refusal to pledge not to use 
nuclear weapons first. The U.S. attitude 
made sense when the Soviets prepared a 
huge tank attack on Western Europe. 
But now the stress on the continuing 
utility of nuclear weapons may just 
weaken Washington’s effort to keep 
other countries from going nuclear. 

Now economic pressures are forcing 
the pace of decision-making. NATO’s 
meeting next spring to prepare a “new 
strategic concept" will draw these is- 
sues into the public dialogue. The 
United States has to be sensitive to 
Russian requirements of defense and 
prkfe, but it cannot mortgage its policy 
to the turgid style and nati onalis t bent 
of Kremlin politics. The United States 
also must listen closely to its European 
allies — not to be bound by them, but 
to see how European and American 
concerns can be joined. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


H ONG KONG — Northeast Asia 
has been witnessing a feverish 
round of summits. What conclusions 
can be drawn about the geopolitics of 
the region from this activity: Bill din- 
ton in Japan, finally, and South Korea, 
Jiang Zemin in Moscow and now in 
Tokyo, Keizo Obnchi in Moscow, and 
Kim Dae Jong in Tokyo last month and 
recently in Beijing? 

The most obvious conclusion is that 
it underlines the supremacy of the 
United Stales M C hina in regional 
affairs, the weakness of Japan, and the 
marginalization of a tott erin g Russia. 

Japan appears about to apologize 
officially to China for the sufferings it 
inflicted 60-odd years ago, ready to 
offer more aid for developing China’s 
impoverished inland provinces, and 
about to be berated for stubbornness 
over Taiwan. What will it get in return? 
China has nought to offer. 

President Clinton has offered up 
kind words and his usual crowd-win- 
ning ways to Japanese sensitivities. But 
his visit to an ally was a very low-key 
affair compared with hjs Chipa nip a 
few months back The Clinton message 
to Japan was the same in substance as 
China’s hectoring: Your economy is 
Asia’s main problem, so fix it 
President Kim on the other hand 
could bask in U.S. praise for economic 
reforms. He himself had, only a few 
days previously, rolled oat the standard 
congratulatory phrases to Beijing for 
its supposed role in helping its neigh- 
bors throu gh c ommit ment to maintain- 
ing its dollar exchange rate. He could 
also share real historical grievances 
against Japan with his hosts. And the 
North Korean ogre popped up at a 
convenient moment to be a reminder to 
Seoul and the region that they rely on 
the United Stales and China, not Japan, 
to keep him in his box. 

President Jiang has been able to relax 
in Moscow, practice his Russian, re- 
member with a sense of Chinese pride 
his old times in Moscow when Russia 
was leader, not led, and Stalin treated 
Mao like a servant. Postimperial, post- 
Commumst Russia will now sell almost 
any anns China thinks wenth buying, its 
Pacific fleet is scant threat to anyone, 

and Kazakhstan plays Wratsia rrff China 

for its own purposes. The claimed Mos- 
cow-Beijing ‘^strategic partnership” is 
mere rhetanc. bat minor bonder issues 
have been settled and the big ones can 
wait, perhaps until Chinese migration 
has created new facts. 


By Philip Bowi iog 


Mr. Jiang can even relax about pro- 
spects of Russian- Japanese rapproche- 
ment Yes, there has been some im- 
provement in relations, but there is 
unlikely to be an end soon to the Kuril 
Islands dispute. On the global stage, 
Japan’s hopes of becoming. a perma- 
nent Security Council member are sty- 
mied, not least by China’s opposition. 

So the Jiang and Clinton visits seem 
to underscore Japanese and Russian 
weakness while increasing South Ko- 
rea's room foe maneuver. 

But perhaps it is not so simple. First, 
President Kim’s visit to Japan was his- 
torically more significant than any of 
the other recent sunumts. That trip and 
Japan’s apology were a huge step, pre- 
dictably condemned by Pyongyang, in 
healing old wounds. They removed 
some major obstacles to Korean-Jap- 
anese trade and investment The two are 
trading as well as historic rivals, but 
they share international commercial in- 
terests. That sets them apart from China, 
which at one level is a continental 


foreignexB to upgraded economy- ■ - 
Seoul may feddose admiral Enks to 
China, and know that it needs Bering's 

help over Pyongyang. But it has no more 

interest than anyone else in the region 
seeing China assert sovereignly onrw 
neighboring seas. So Korean ties wim 
Goriachev 

era, are not being allowed to decay, 
des pite Russian mayhem. Last month 

- 1 F * 1 U ; M flw wfl OP 


of GjhVna is notaimpty the result trf, 
Beijing ’ s posturing about curreni eco- 
uorinc roles, or of rite hstpmg bn his- 
tory. Japan has fimnelea bffEcris of. 
dollars of pubfe arri . private, jncoey ; 
into China and seen negligible finan; 
cial or political return. Japanese, ten 
beginning to figure 'that China needs : 


• Japan’s apologies release it from his- 
torical baggage. So whatever form of 
regretful words is finally agreed on 
ftrrp-rng Mr. Jiang’s Tokyo visit most 
be aphis fra Japan. The more “nci- 
mal”il can become, the more likely it 
is that it will approach regional politics 
from an active standpoint. What spe- 
cifically that will mean in trams of 
armaments »nrf strategic alliances wQL 
emerge in due coarse. 

There .are the beginnings of a dif- 
ferent attitude in Japan toward Russia, 
which ghpnid in rima make impossible 
finally to agree oil a peace treaty with- 
out solving all the island issues. 

Meanwhile, Japan's negative view 


Jtxyuu o . .I.. . . ..— y ««««. 

flian Japan needs a China market. 

Nor does Tokyo telre Jaafly to the 
US. as sumption that it should follow 
Mr- Cl i n* ™* and ***" t*-"***"*-' 


three no’s aimed at 


sign on to Besjmg?g 
at Taiwan. The pres- 


fqr a well-governed framer c okgry, and 
awareness of its strategic importance. . ' 
. Assump tions that Japan’s economic' 

rfffficnTrifls and revolving-door politics 

are endemic are likely to prove as un- . 
founded as former beliefs in jts:cam-jj 
met d al invincibility. Previous inflated- 
views of japan are now mirrored by 
belief in (he superiorly of a deeply 
indebted America, or impresstons of : 

Chinese health that owe much to bogus 
growth statistics. Mr. Jiang should en- 
joy his stature while he can. " . f 

. Intenieatontd HeTaM 
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Yes , Keep Insisting on Democracy for Asians, the Chinese Included 


N EW YORK — US. Vice President 
A I Gore was widely chastised last 


li A! Gore was widely chastised last 
week for criticizing the Malaysian gov- 
ernment at an economic meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur. Yet no one has dbaL- - 
leoged the accuracy of his assertion that 
freedom and democracy are the “best 
guarantee of prosperity in the future.'” 

Nor have critics taken issue with his 
contention that “democracy confers a 
stamp of legitimacy that reforms must 
have m order to be effective. “ 

For proof of the vital connection 
between democracy and economic pro- 
gress, consider the fates of countries 
that were formerly under Communist 
rule. The most democratic of them, 
such as Poland and Hungary, are (be 
wealthiest, while the most repressive, 
such as T urkmenistan and Uzbekistan, 
are the poorest 

Vice President Gore was right to be 
undiplomatic. Same leaders present in ; 
Kuala Lumpur deserved the reminder 
because they had pontificated about 
“Asian values,” a doctrine which 
makes allowances for certain societies 
because they are said to thrive under 
autocratic rule. 

Mr. Gore hardly broke with preced- 


By Bette Bao Lord 


s imilar message about the positive idle .1 
of democracy. Bat that message must >1 


ent in . violating the etiquette of dip- 
lomatic courtesy. President Ronald Re- 
agan frequently attacked the Soviet 
Union. On a visit to Moscow in 1987, he 
lectured students on the superiority of. 
America’s free institutions and was the 
host of a reception for dissidents! Those 
actions ideea Soviet officials, but did 
not impede progress toward improving 
ties between the two supopowers. 

President Reagan's departure from 
traditional diplomacy took plade with- 
in the context of a consistent policy, 
which was to seek freedom for those - 
living nryjCT communism, and the ul- 
timate abandonment of the Communist 
system itself. 

Similarly, the importance of Mr. 
Gore’s remarks will be determined by - 
whether the Hinmn administration in- 
tegrates democracy-building incen^ 
fives into its foreign policy and whether 
the Republican opposition supports the 
measures. 

The United States has made free 
market reforms a condition for aid to 
foreign countries. Now it must send a 


be consistent It must apply to China, 
for one. as well as to Malaysia. _ . 


for one, as well as to Malaysia, j. si 

..The message need not be rCurt or ; i 
confrontational. It should stress the "; ». 
self-interest of foreign countries as well ' j. 
as American nrinciple&. " j* 

'... -Same say max Mr- Gore might cause - 1 

a bafilrlash against the detnocratiijm 
movement in Malaysia, thus undermin* \ 
mg reform. History stows otherwise. / ? 
Two prominent framer dossidcnts- Wei ■ I 
Jingsheng and Yelena Bonner, have ;, i 
told me they were disheartened when i 
visiting American statesmen helped lo- . •' ; 
cal autocrats to save face — precisely j c- 
what Mr. Gore chose not to do. - : 

. 'The United States has many instra- y z 
menis through winch to express support ? 1 
for freedom’s advocates— radio broad- < 1 
casts and various forms of public di- i 
plomacy. But occasional candor by : u 
American leaders can be effective, too. 1 3- 


, The writer is chairman of Freedom 
House and author most recently of 
“Legacies: A Chinese Mosaic." Site 
contributed this comment to The New . 
York Times. 
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If Pinochet Now Ends Up in the Dock, So May America 


P ARIS — Now that the Law 
Lords in London have ruled 


By William Pfaff 


that Augusto Pinochet does not 
benefit from immunity, the way 
has been opened far him to be 
handed over to Spanish courts 
for judgment on charges of 
crimes against humanity. The 
United States is going to find 
itself in the dock alongside the 
Chilean ex-dictator. 

American repeats have dealt 
chiefly with the Pinochet gov- 
ernment's murder in Washing- 
ton in 1976 of a former official 
of the Alleade government, 
which General Pinochet over- 
threw in 1973. Oriando LeteL 
tier and a young American 
woman, Ronni Moffitt, were 
blown up by a car bomb planted 
by Chilean agents. 

The then head of the Chilean 
secret service has always 
denied that his agency was im- 
plicated in the crime. 

But the FBI agents in charge 
of the investigation testified 
that “it is inconceivable that 
the murder of Letellier could 
have been decided without the 
express authorization of die 


commander in chief,” General 
Pinochet 

Another Chilean officer in- 
volved in tire affair has said the 
dictator intervened to conceal 
the role of his secret police, and 
to block the American govern- 
ment’s investigation. 

This was a case of a phe- 
nomenon familiar in power pol- 
itics and covert action, the un- 


grateful or treacherous pro tegd. 
General Pinochet was not in- 


stalled in power as a direct re- 
sult of American intervention In 
Chile, but his military coop was 
made possible by CIA opera- 
tions three years earlier, which 
cleared the way for him. 

In power, he was landed by 
Washington for his restoration 
of order and remake of the 
Chilean economy on terms pro- 
posed by the “Chicago Boys,” 
orthodox monetarists of the 
University of Chicago schooL 
He was certainty not expected 
to pursue his vendettas in 
Washington, murdering an 
American while doing so. 


However, the beneficiaries' 
of 'American patronage, once 
they are propelled into high 
fice, have often chafed at die 
restraints that such a relation- 
ship is expected to impose. 

Washington’s special atten- 
tion to Chile began m the 1960s, 
under John Kennedy, when 
Chile became a showcase for 
U.S.-aided democracy, meant 
to contrast with what happened 
in Soviet-assisted Cuba. 

A large amount of money was 
devoted to this, much searetfy. 
The U.S .-aided Christian Dem- 
ocrats defeated the Socialist 
Party of Salvador Alleade in 
both 19S8 and 1964, providing 
liberal and land-refonmng gov- 
ernment. 

In 1969, however, -Mr. AI- 
lende was back as a presidential 
candi d ate, promising more 
drastic reform. 

As his campaign seemed to 
be succeeding, the alarm felt in 
Washington was felicitously ex- 
pressed by Henty Kissinger: **I 
don’t see why we need to stand 


Needed: Investment After Mitch 


By Miguel Angel Rodriguez 

The writer is president of Costa Rica. 


S AN JOSE, Costa Rica — 
In the aftermath of Hur- 


O In the aftermath of Hur- 
ricane Mitch, we will need 
the help of our friends in 
the United Stales to restore 
our capacity for economic 
growth. We will have to at- 
tract private capital to enable 
us to create new means of pro- 
duction and opportunities for 
employment 

We in Costa Rica have been 
able to attract investment from 
the United States in cost-ef- 
fective production facilities 
that assist U.S. companies to 
compete in the global market. 
The Costa Rican model can be 
a guide for rebuilding the 
economies of our neighbors. 

The competition for private 
investment capital is global 
and intense, especially now in 
the wake of losses suffered by 
U.S. investors in some of the 
emerging markets. We in Cen- 
tral America also suffer from 
not being a part of the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment, which has superseded 
opt existing trade relationship 
with the United States coder 
die Caribbeai Basin Initiative. 

The initiative, established 
by President Ronald Reagan 


until strong bipartisan sup- 
port, has been responsible for 


port, has been responsible for 
a decade of nnparalided 
growth in trade between the 
United States and the Carib- 


bean basin, acting as a catalyst 
for exports, investments and 
employment creation in the 
United States as well as in 
nations of the region. 

The Caribbean basin has 
become one of the best mar- 
kets in the world for U.S. 
products. Each of the nations 
imports an average of 75 per- 
cent of its goods and services 
from the United States. 

Today the United Stases ex- 
ports more to Central America 
than to the former Soviet bloc 
nations combined. Basin na- 
tions now represent the 10th 
latest export market from the 
United States, surpassing 
countries such as France. 

The Caribbean basin is also 
the area of the world in which 
U.S. exports have grown most 
rapidly in recent years. The 
increase in purchases by 
Caribbean basin nations from 
the ini tiation of the initiative in 
1983 to 1990 helped to create 
nearly 200,000 trade-related 
jobs in the United States. The 
initiative proved that trade,not 
aid. is the key to economic 
development and political sta^ 
bility in the region. 

President Bill Clinton has 
recognized dial tile strength of 
our economies and democrat- 
ic governance is the best de- 
fense of the United States 
against trafficking in illegal 


narcotics and a flood of illegal 
immigration. Also, improving 
economic opportunity will al- 
leviate the need far impov- 
erished rural residents to rav- 


of baric food needs. 

Recognizing that the Carib- 
bean Basin Initiative had been 
undermined by NAFTA, Pres- 
ident Clinton promised resto- 
ration of parity of access to the 
U.S. market for Caribbean 
basin nations at the Miami 
summit in 1995 and at a Cenr 
iral American regional sum- 
mit in 1997. But the legis- 
lation has been caught up in 
the fight with Congress over 
the granting of “fast track” 
authority to the president to 
expandNAFTA. 

WenowaskthepresidenttD 
advance the enactment of leg- 
islation to provide Caribbean 
parity as a necessaiy part of a 
program of recovery of oar 
region, so that we may haven: 
level playu^ field on wtedi to 


by and watciia country go Com- 
munist due ip the - irresponsib^ 
ility of its owii peqple.” ' 

. Richard NIxongaveorders to 
“save” Chile, orders which 
C3A chief Richard Helms ~- 
whose agency was decidedly 
unenthusiastic- about the job it 
was being asked to do: — jotted 
down as: “Not concerned risks 
involved _ 510,000,000 avail- 
able, more if necessary L. malm ' 
economy scream j.. 

• The effort proved in vain. ' 
Mr. Alleade was elected in 
1970, and confirmed by the 
Chilean Congress. 

The CIA. had meanwhile 
sounded out the possibilities 
of a military coop; but the ' 
Chilean army seemed unre- 
sponsiye. Its commander. Gen- 
erat Rend Schneider, was a 
democrat and firm defender of 
constitutional prefer. 

Hie had to be got out of the 
way. The CTA incited an attempt 
by right-wing officers to kidnap 
lum, promising a substantial 
reward if tiiey succeeded. Gen- 
eral Schneider resisted, and was 
killed, although that was not toe 
CIA’s intention. 

William Bttndy has. this to' 
say in his new history of UJS. . 
foreign policy! under Richard, 
Nixon and Henry Kissinger, 
“A Tangled Web”: : 

“fia legal trams, a UJS. ju- 
dicial proceeding would surely' 
have concluded that U.S. agents - 
(acting oil presidential author- 
ity) had been at least accessor- 
ies before the fact and co-con- 
spirators in the kidnapjpiiig, aWt . 
thus in the IdOing that resulted 
from it” - . - 

General Schneiders death re- 
moved a crucial obstacle to Gen- 
eral Pinochet's successful coop 
three years later, to which there 


is no evidence that the Unite a? 
States was party.-The Americarr-. 

- gowzmnierft had, however, in-; 
thcrafeantitae done its. best to?< 
nndenninc the AUende govera- 
' meht;iixmosing economic sanest 
tkm ana spending moretban $83 


million on. a program to disrupt: 
the Qrilera economy: 

General Pinochet, in power,* 
ordered measures afpaHticalreflfi 
pression apd organization of rc- 
gumal reprcssiotL, including the* 
torture and murder of foreign^ 
nationals. It is this for whiefrs 
Spain, Switzerland, France and 7 
other European countries' wisb 1 - 
to bring bin> to trial today, ap^ 


plying a new doctrine which 0 
holds that universal rorisdiefion - 


holds that universal jurisdiction 
exists where crimes against hidp 
inanity are concerned. - 
If General Pinochet is guilty? 
of such crimes, what is the guilt . 
of the Untied States? " - f!;i 

The hostility of fee CUntonl 
administration in Rome lasP' 
summer to the decision by 13<£ 
nations to establish apermanent 
war crimes tribunal was doS* 
chiefly to the_ instinctive- hos 05 
tflity of the Pentagon to . any*: 
possibility of foreign sanction^ 
The combination of that episode-' 
with the charges now brought 
against General Pinochet leaves* 
the United States in'a position 
hard to defend. _ 

. International Herald Tribune., 

Los Angeles Tunes Syndicate. .Tv 


Letters intended for publi- J * 
cation, should be addressed '■ a 
“Letters to the Editor " and 
contain the writer's signature , r s 
none and fun address .Letters * ; 
should be brief and cne subject j j 
to editing . . We cannot be re - - ? 

. sponsible for the return cf un-., j 
soEaxed manuscripts. ' ' 




IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS A< 


• . \T-- • 4 

1898: More Sleep! nxMher of my children; that 


We would even want Pres- 
ident Clinton and oar friends 
in Congress to go further and 
co n te m plate entering into a' 
free trade agreement among 
the United States.. Central 
America, the Dominican Re- 
public and other afflicted na- 
tions of the Caribbean so that 
w&may become fall partners 
with the United Sates in 
building the ecatwmic.fotuxe 
of die region. 

The Washington Post 


sapping man Cali, saying: “Ufevbtelar' 

the girls will retain their fresh ' -.Aiia W ^ 

complexions. No. P hilatelp higi 1948: IQang.S nnwU wff: 

adtiphians should have foe' amramed 

courage of tiwnrcoovictkm and ^/wto paidhonHge wuh the 
as soon as fee day’s wokis - 
ovcr.go borne tobed- . 


ow, go home m tel . . . . ; 

1923: -Vl&Humlfettw? ; 


ROME — “For ^^“fiofoig-ahnaband. 

sdmi; when, the 


% 
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fnited Nations . General ' As- 
ceBe* 10, 1948. , 

But toe declaration was not 
■first document to specify 
iiorisittbemostefeganL 
importantly, a "UN dec- 
__nis neither a treaty nor a 
- bill of rights. It lacks hind- 
legal force, It establishes no 
Tr ice force to compel c ntnpti- 

„ance and qo:cotats to tiy cases. 
| As a result, toe declaration 
Was provided the occasion for 
stole of the rankest hypocrisy 
- 2 — heard in toe halls of the 
d- Nations. Many 
wto Supported its 
or later praised its pro- 
poke lor governments 
..terrible abuses. - 
} At toe time of its adoption, 
-“”7 staunch supporters ofhu- 
- rights . asked the same 
Some even saw the 

-r a as a setback, a re- 

t eat town toe high hopes for 
1 anan rigius protection that 
\ "Wished after World War IL 
Remember, .toe historical 
c meXL President Franklin D. 
1 oosevelt jbad stored those 
h jpes in 1941 when he de- 
c ared America’s aims in sup- 
p string toe victims of Hiller’s 
a igrcssioo..Roosevelt spoke of • 
tye! F oot Freedoms: freedom of 
freedom of worship, 

from want, freedom 

fear.Victory in Europe 
’ the full scope of Nazi 
‘ and deepened the 
it many felt to glob- 


eharter adopted m April 
1545, however, caataiacd only 

general refercmcesrtft. ■ l t hmn«n 

ngh&and fundamental free-. 

• ooms." Aj^ pato^C Hdcton. ■ 

y* 06 leaders p mtma^fliaf . 

fest busmesa of; toe new UN 


looked to, 
labored far, 
and ejyea though never 
perfectly attained, con- 
shmfy ■ approximated, 
arai thereby constantly 
spreading anddeepen- 
aig its influence and 


ittssandvatoeoflifeto 
people of all cote 




^oald be to toa^as Fte^deof 
Han y Truman put-it, “an in- 
ter n ati onal trill of rights, ao 
-rentable to all the^natioss in* 
yojved.” Himrem ' rights - fldviv. 
eates beard tfiat promise -as a 

-pledge to develop anew treaty 
with binding legal obligations. 

When the commission's first 
labors produced only a decla- 
ration, concern mounts True, 
it was accepted onaminoosly by 
toe General Assembly, at- 
lhough. the Soviet bloc coun- 
tries, Saudi Arabia and So oto 
Africa abstained. But. that did 

not ease toe disappoin tmen t in 

some quarters. 

Sir Herach Lanterpacht, a 
renowned Cambridge profes- 
sor and later judge of toe In- 
ternational Court of Justice, re- 
marked acidly that toe 
declaration “has peeved, ac- 
ceptable to all for toe reason 
that it imposes obligations 
upon none." ' 

Why , then, honor such a doc- 
ument? An answer may be 
found in toe words of one es- 
teemed Americanobserver, who 
said that toe. framers “meant . 
simply to dedaretoeright, - so 
that enforcement of it might fol- 
low as fast as circumstances 
shoojdpcnntt-” They meant “to 
set up a standard maxim for free 
society, which should be famil- 
iar to all and revered by aQ; 


weeds fit toe 
circumstances of 1948, But toe 
commentator, was Abraham 
Lincoln. He was 
.285? about the American 
•laratiop oflndcpeodence, which 
was then just 80 -years old. 

5 That deeferration’s - human 
jigte .provisions likewise en- 
joyed no direct l^al force. But 
toroughoot his career, Lincoln 
nsed mosepassagesbotb as per- 
sonal inspiration and as a polit- 
ical fulcrum in the struggle 
against slavery. He appreciated 
the value of a * ‘standard maxim 
far free society," even if it car- 
ried no immediate legal force. 

Lincoln explained: “The.as- 1 
seatzon toat^au men are created 
I use-in 

_ from 

Great Britain; and it was placed 
in die Declaration not foe that, 
but for future use. Its authors 
meant it to be — as, thank God, 
it is now moving itself — a 
gfnmh)fng - hln efe to all those 
vriio in after tones might seek to 
tnm a free people back into the 
hateful paths of despotism," 

When we celebrate either 
declaration, then, we celebrate 
die foresigbtof its framers. 

. More ambitious legal re- 
quirements were not realistic- 
ally achievable in 1948. The 
d ra f te rs of toe Universal Dec- 
laration nsed what. agreement 
they could muster to begin a 
more patient process. If gov- 


ernments would not accept firm 
obligations girded with effec- 
tive enforcement, they coaid at 
least be maneuvered into sub- 
scribing to broad statements 
that mig ht help future efforts. 

Ironically, the lack of im- 
mediate enforcement probably 
fostered clearer and more de- 
manding norms, for govern- 
ments then felt no need to bur- 
den die standards with intricate 
exceptions qualifications. 
And in succeeding decades, 
many powerful leaders, appar- 
ently lulled by toe limited en- 
forcement mechanisms, re- 
peated words of devotion to 
human rights. Unwittingly, 
they enhanced the declaration’s 
stature, until it became toe chief 
measuring stick for judging a 
nation's internal policies. 

By toe time the declaration 
turned 30, governments found 
they could no longer get by 
with lip service. The Helsinki 
Final Act — signed in 1975 by 
Gerald Ford, Leonid Brezhnev 
and other European leaders — 
may provide toe best example. 

Although the act was not a 
legally landing treaty, toe So- 
viets wanted it as a recognition 
of toe postwar division of 
Europe. In return, the West se- 
cured commitments on several 
human rights issues, including 
a pledge of fealty to toe Uni- 
versal Declaration by Soviet 


<*»*3e*a6! 


bloc leaders — something they 
had avoided by abstaining in 
toe 1948 UN vote. 

That pledge gave legitimacy 
to the human rights cause cham- 
pioned — often in toe face of 
bitter persecution — by pion- 
eers such as Andrei Sakharov. 
Practitioners of realpolitik 
scoffed at Helsinki's human 
rights provisions in 1975, but by 
1991 even toe Soviet Union was 
dismantled by governments try- 
ing to become democracies. 

Just as Lincoln did with the 
Declaration of Independence, 
human rights advocates have 
used the Declaration of Human 
Rights as leverage- They 
gradually incorporated its key 
principles into both domestic 
constitutions and TntjTnarirmal 
treaties. Nothing was automat- 
ic about tins success. It required 
political savvy and sometimes 
enormous sacrifice. 

And notiiing guarantees its 
survival. Bat the stray of the 
Universal Declaration is one of 
how farsighted advocates m»dft 
use of hypocrisy. It is a bit of 
cleverness worth celebrating. 

The wriier, professor of law 
at the University of Virginia, 
served in the State Depart- 
ment’s human rights bureau 
from 1978 to 1980. He con- 
tributed this comment to The 
Washington Post. 
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definition of Rights Can Make a Wrong 


i RUSSELS — Is the right to frike-a, 

I holiday with pay a hmum right?. Eel.. 

right to vaccination a human right? ‘ 
dr is^ tbe right to enjoy the benefits or - 
srientific progress a hmmm ngbt? j - bright to fieedom of association, the right 
We would prefer id call them praise- to BSb, tire right to liberty and security erf 
worthy economic and social goalsj poscm^A fair and just legal system is 
rather than human rights: * w. ■..abofttodamentaL 

There is a wotrying teodcnctyte l^Jel These fundamental rights are tegu- 

“ro kinds of political. goals' as '‘rights.'** lated in toe- fateamationaf Covenant on 
And by domg that, vre risk. watexog and j?o^tic^l Rights. And drey 

town toe coBpcgt'jBf $Kqn9btig$l& and . eg al 

leringAafik ojvtoat torepauneratipn 

->Jtx June, Maty RttotoaraJttoe ^^i»-«tt,-rieWip lhpfidayx,?-. "the right '.to 
commissionerfwhinBanriste^PlAtoe ijpaoc! md otoeratoat are fisted in toe 1 
t Pariiaraeat toat tfaere wasjapJ temational Covraant on Economic, 
between pohrical and '(iVfl;> SoaatandCaltaral Rights. 
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rights on this one hand, and economy 
sppial and cultural rights on-tiie oth^ 
and that toe latter must be emphasized;^ 

.-Of course, there is notiting wro^ 
with paying more attention to economic 
and social mjustice. The economio^rqi 
sgeial conditions in many parts of toe- 
y|prid aredoploraHe aadceitaii^y 
UK be improved. What worries. us is foe qrmgd 
nnderlying. idea, whteh also, was ex-^^,to^p5fe 
pgessed by toe WraJd 'Oooference. -ett T ' 
Hainan Rights in Vienna in 1993, th^ 
frjerigbt should not he jrat -before toe 

wsbole and equally importimt. 

; |To us, these rights are not equally 
important. The righl to fieedom of ex- 
pgession. ot the ri^bc to life rimuld notbe 
raj a par wito the ri^kt topaid l^®. 9* 
toe right to.- take part in cultural fife.' ' 
jBy: c alling eveiy kiad of social sod 
c^pnranic goal a toman right we_di- 
nrinisb the relaiwe weight of truty im- 
portant human rights, and there we in- 
djaie toe right to freedom of thought, 
expression of opinion and reHgioti, toe 


ifc ar^ aware that both these cov- 
* • derive tom the United Nalirais 



wfa^j&Aetefacates its 50th, bhtoday tins. 
yfear.'Iliededandidn is a product of the 
^oW;yar,and its concept of rights was 
itijade very broad to please everybody. 

' ' f .have to Kye with this 
O-Gf human rights, but 
‘ single out political and 
. ^, .. y^ „ gv ^ , J teinff ital toman r i g h ts 
andrtoas^gjve^^^tra weighty 

,be ^ao^j jGyery day aitomd toe world 

hmnan ngbts are flagrantly violated. 

' 'Reteesged eS^oftyo promote universal 
respect fcffhnman rights are needed. We 
should concenfirate on. those fundamen- 
tal timsan rights^ and struggle tomato 
them universally respected. 

One person's right noonaUy implies 
someone - ebe’s obli^tion, often toe 
state’s, hi the case of political and civil 
rights the doty of tire state is not to 
i interfere but to-let people express them- 


selves freely. There is no financial cost 
in such an exercise. So there is no reason 
why people in poorer nations should not 
enjoy the same political rights as those 
in rich countries. 

As regards economic and social 
rights, go vern m ents can always — 
rightly or wrodgly — i claim good in- 
tentions but then blame lack of resources 
for not delivering on their promises. 
Gov ernm ents always have an excuse for 
go; f nJfjJhft g their obhgMioos.-Thus J ^hn- 
- Hsarh ; eanpot be expected to be 

-lUMversally iespecte*!: Aqd if it_ is ao- 
. oepted toar same human rights simply 
cannot be respected, it becomes more 
difgcult to insist that others are. 

Or leaders with weak democratic in- 
cliuations can try to “buy themselves 
free” and deliver economic and social 
. goodies instead of political rights. They 
can say “Well, people don’t have free- 
dom of opinion, but they have health 
care,” or .People don’t have toe right 
to peacefully assemble, but everybody 
is granted a job.” 

It is .typictotiial Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Qian Qtehen of- China used this 
excuse at the recent international human 
rights conference in China. He wanted 
the world to- recognize the increase in 
firing standards achieved in China bat 
also to prevent criticism of Beijing for 
its restrictions on political freedom. 

H uman dignity and the importance of 
justice and fair treatment are no more 
Western titan Asian. Universality does 
not mean uniformity. The Universal 
Declaration protects cultural and reli- 
gions diversity. 

So, when taking stock of develop- 
ments in recent decades and looking to 
set a human rights agenda for die years 


to come, our conclusion is clear Fight 
for a higher standard of living, by all 
means, but do sot lose track of what is 
really important. 

Mr. Hoarder is a vice president of the 
European Parliament. He and Mr. Co- 
erens, his European Liberal Democrat 
colleague, are members cf the Parlia- 
ment’s human rights subcommittee. 


Giving a Graphic Illustration 
Cf the Right to Die Debate 


By Frank Rich 


N EW YORK — The day after they 
broadcast a tape of Dr. Jack Ke- 
vorkian killing a ter minall y ill 52- 
year-old man by lethal injection, Don 
Hewitt, toe executive producer of 
CBS’s “60 Minutes." and Mike Wal- 

Hewitt’s oflTceon West?7th Street in 
Manhattan watching one of their many 
critics hold forth on television. 
Howard Kurtz, the Washington Post 
media critic, was making toe point on 
CNN that had “60 Minutes" not aired 

MEANWHILE 

the tape. Dr. Kevorkian “simply 
would not have gotten the same at- 
tention.” Though the remark was not 
meant as a compliment, Mr. Hewitt 
and Mr. Wallace nodded their heads 
in approval, taking it as one. 

“There was no story without the 
tape,” Mr. Wallace said. “You’d 
have a lot of talking heads, which* 
can be fascinating, but just look at 
how the whole co unity has focused 
rat it now. Every radio talk show is 
talking about it.’ ‘ 

The rap on Mr. Hewitt and Mr. 
Wallace is that they pumped up ratings 
during the all-important November 
sweeps wito toe ultimate sacrilege: 
death as ftn tprtaimngn t They argue 
that their perennially top-rated show 
(it had been No. 8 the week before) has 
no history of sweeps whoring, and that 
duty were reporting legitimate news, 
even as they recognized that Dr. Ke- 
vorkian is, in Mr. Wallace’s words, “a 
publicity seeker” and “a zealot, fan- 
atic, whatever." He added that he had 
initially not been keen on the story. 

“As soon as I heard the word ‘Ke- 
vorkian,’ I thought — ,’ ’ Mr. Wallace 
said, ending toe sentence with a gag- 
ging noise. “He's shopworn. I’ve 
seen die act before. Why in the world 
could I possibly be interested?” What 
persuaded him was the tape. 

And I must say the tape persuaded 
me, too. It is not entertaining like the 
crime carnage of local news, nor is It 
terrifying like toe Pulitzer Prize photo 
of tiie South Vietnamese police com- 
mander executing a Vietcong soldier 
in 1 968. It is upsetting, and forces you 
to stop and think. 

It thrust me back to a chilling mo- 
ment I had had, a moment many people 
have had, when a doctor quietly asked 
a leading question about the “quality 
of fife" or a hospitalized loved one 
who could live on indefinitely. 


The “60 Minutes" piece presented 
a man crippled by Lon Gebng’s dis- 
ease who still had his own waning 
chance to answer this question him- 
self, and chose death with toe approval 
of his wife and brother — who gave 
their own testimony io Mr. Wallace. 

Courts can and should judge Dr. 
Kevorkian’s role in all this; they must 

rise to bis taunts and determine if he is 

a criminal manipulator of the termin- 
ally ill. But it is not so easy to con- 
demn Thomas Youk, the man who 
turned to him in desperation, or to 
dicmics the words of his family. Not if 
you can imagine yourself or anyone 
you love in his or their shoes. 

In a culture where oral sex has 
joined graphic violence as routine 
fare, candor about terminal illness 
and death is still often taboo. 

Though “60 Minutes" has bad its 
debacles, this piece was not one of 
than. Its sober account of a man ’s final 
breath, not the nadir of taste on U.S. 
television, did provoke Americans into 
talkin g openly about the right to die. 

“It’s going on right now in every 
hospital in New York,” said Mr. He- 
witt of assisted suicide and euthanasia, 
wito only a touch of hyperbole. 

Whatever is going on, it is often 
shrouded in whispers and secrecy. 
Honest debate, which can lead to sen- 
sible regulation of managed-death 
scenarios now exercised covertly, is 
desperately needed — even if its cata- 
lyst is Dr. Kevorkian, yet another one 
of those American flakes who ha- 
bitually push the most inflammatory 
moral questions onto the national 
radar screen. 

I asked Mr. Wallace, who is 80, if 
be had any personal thoughts aboat 
these questions, should he find him- 
self in toe situation of a Thomas 
Youk. ' ’Would I want this for myself? 
Absolutely." he answered. 

“Instead of having some stranger 
come in and assist me with suicide. I’d 
like to say to a doctor who was a friend, 
who knew me, ‘Enough — help me.* " 
Mr. Wallace added that he was not 
advocating any position in his piece, 
and I think its straightforward present- 
ation of Dr. Kevorkian’s ghoulish self- 
promotion bears him out 

If anything, “60 Minutes’* may 
finally speed the trial of Dr. Death for 
murder, which, whatever the verdict 
can only be a spur to a frank, humane 
and long overdue national conver- 
sation about tire boundaries of life. 

New York Tunes Service. 




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


An Irresponable Father 






A 

wanting “Whose Fault Was It. Any - 
? Father Files Suit Over Unwanted 

ary” (Nov. 23): . . . 

i This case is just another pathetic ex- 
itaple of a person attempting tt> avrad 
accepting toe consequences of hra sc- 
toSAl statSlriWly Ity Ketoe 
Smith’s: attorney. Maty Han, rftoera- 

titeL Peter Wallis, was so adamant why 

didn’t be use a condom? Each partner m 
asexual relationship 
ability of birth control Since 
iw wwKiffars-birto control rails toe only 


^ : .jiV ■wait xur u*c m« 

JmTSoS^ cwnnAuc^w. 

11 Mr- Wallis’s lawsuit against Ms. 

Sfcnto;foc becoming 

ii** vmi -for the flusht no® P®* 
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would be harmful to toe broader con- 
cerns of justice. 

.International efforts to indict and ar- 
rest major war crizftinals are flagging. 

The creation of a commission would 
merely provide St handy excuse to gov- 
ernments seeking to eta 


dude their inter- 
national responsibilities to bring Bos- 
nia’s war criminals to justicc. 

. JAMES D. ROSS. . 
Amsterdam. 

The M&iter is a human rights lawyer. 

Bating Fuis Over London 

Regarding ^Tokyo Subway: Best 

Ride* (Nov. 21): ' . • 

Only a London-based research center 

cc^&dtteLraidonUndergrouhdsu- 

praior to toe Paris Mfitro: . • 

■ Any British person who has had long- 
term da3y experience of both pu bhc 


in 


unsi pimy 

P*f J* ** I/ AberiraL^tw moito towerca^ 

I? .-aT.J/ ^Rather than paying an agtHP S’J^S 
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to perto a vaMctooty, « 

wStnmp 

fcg 

jtoood. 
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rin Paris 

^easier, qakbVfmore ccnyeoifflt and 
consMteabty cheaper than in 

. HICBOLAS STORE*.-. 

. . . Vawennes,R»oce. 



JAMES WILSON. 

Paris. 







' Wlu»c Economic Advises? 


Regarding "Bonn Panel C ri ticizes 
Jobs Plan ” {Nov, 19): ■ , 

I woader by whom these ‘independ- 
ent advisee” were appointed. Could il 
by any chance, have bemthe previous 

cQvcniment of Helmut Kohl, v • 

g JOHN ROBERTS.. 

■ Labastide-Paumesv France. 




* In Bosnia . Calls to Agree 
t History * by Tina Rosen- 

ae ^fe m , 

has not yet crane. 


^Victor Kkmperer s -service cm too 


from was one of the experiences be 
shared with other German Jews. Of toe 

550.000 Jews in Germany in 1914, 

100.000 fought in World War L About 

12.000 Goman Jews lost their lives in 
the war and about 35,000 German Jews 
were decorated for their service. 

COUN MCPHERSON. 
Musselburgh, Britain. 

LAURENCE WEINBAUM. 

Jaffa, ZsraeL 

. Mr. Cbhea asserts that Klemperer's 
front-line service and Iron Cross ac- 
count, at least in 'part, for his having 
survived toe Third. Reich- Not so. Not 
oneGcsmanJew was spared deportation 
to a concentration ,camp because of his 
World War I combat record, however 
distinguished. The only reason Klem- 
perer survived in Hitler's Germany was 
that his wife was an '“Aryan.'*’ 

• FREDERICS. BURIN. 
VUlais^ur-OUon, Switzerland. 

An Honorable Captain 

Regarding ‘Trying to Save a Tall 
Ship: Were Lives Lost Worth It?” (Nov. 

m ■ 

When toe tafi shipFantooae went down 

during toe hurricane designated Mitch, 
Captain Gizyan March was not acting as 
an agpstt of agreedy dupowner by trying 
to sail his boat' into safer waters. He 
followed every rule of good seamanship, 
admiralty law and loyalty by assessing 
the situation, assuring toe safety of his 
passengers and attempting to save toe 
vessel. It sounds like toe captain dis- 
played duty first, but honor above alL 

MATTHEW E. MORAN. 

.■ Kiel Germany. 

The writer is executive officer of the 
SSS. Thor Heyerdahl. 
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ISRAEL: Netanyahu Busy Plugging Holes 


Continued from Page I 


the Knesset — until (he next crisis.’’ 
Mr. Levy, considered a moderate in a 


predominantly right-wing cabinet before 
‘ " s offered either the 


be quit in January, was 

post of infrastructure minister of that of 
finance minis ter. It appeared that he 
would take the infrastructure portfolio. 

As a master of political survival, Mr. 
Netanyahu's tactical skills are unques- 
tioned. But even his aides are starting to 
acknowledge that the Israeli leader's 
scr am ble to save his political skin, and 
the current configuration of his gov- 
ernment, looks like a series of stopgaps. 

Right-wing and religious factions re- 
main furious with Mr. Netanyahu for 
making territorial concessions to the 
Palestinians in the U.S.-brokered deaL 
The agreement will put Yasser Arafat in 
charge of 40 percent of the West Bank by 
February, a compromise that is no less 
than ideological heresy to stalwarts in 


servative coalition, have forced him to go 
looking for allies in the unfamiliar polit- 
ical terrain of the Israeli center-left 
Largely because erf the support of the 
Labor Party, Mr. Netanyahu was able to 
count cm a comfortable majority for the 


Wye deal last week in the Knesset Is- 
rael's Parliament In his own cabinet 


Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud party. 

‘ " i Mr. Netanyahu's 


The defections from 
camp within Likud, and among nation- 
alists and religious parties in his con- 


though, Mr. Netanyahu was only able to 
muster seven votes out of 17, including 
his own, to go forward last week with the 
troop pullback from 200 square miles 
(520 square kilometers) of die West 
B ank, Two larger withdrawals scheduled 
for this winter are likely to encounter at 
least as much opposition. 

To key members of the government, 
there is oo longer any choice but to re- 
fashion the coalition in a more left-lean- 
ing mold. Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon, 
a security hawk who has made his own 
political conversion by supporting and 
helping draft the Wye deal, told foreign 
diplomats here Tuesday be wants “as 
broad a coalition as coukl be built-’’ 

Trade Minister Natan Sharansky and 
Finance Minister Yaacov Nee man have 
also come out in support of a national 



BURMA: UN Offers Aid in Exchange for Political Overtures :■ 


on' 1 


In 


Continued from Page 1 


David Levy, the former foreign 
minister, is set to rejoin the cabinet. 


unity government. Publicly, both Labor 
leaders and Mr. Netanyahu have ruled 
out any such arrangement, in the style of 
Israeli politics, each side has expressed 
its extreme distaste for the other in ex- 
traordinarily personal terms. 


World Bank, according to diplomats in- 
volved in the negotiations. 

One suggestion floated was for a 
meeting between the UN secretary-gen- 
end, Kofi Annan, and Burma's military 
leaders at the summit meeting of foe 
Association of Sooth East Asian Nations 
next month in Hanoi. 

“If the process gels under way, foe 
World Bank will just be the thin end of 
the wedge," a Rangoon-based diplomat 
said. 

“The private sector will gain con- 
fidence and foe donor countries, which 
are looking for just about any sign of 
change, will jump in to help foe de- 
velopment of the country." 

But not even a blank check from foe 
Wodd B ank would break the deadlock in 
Burma, many observers in Rangoon 
warned. The country has no culture of 
political compromise and the military's 
sole priority is to retain its total grip on 
power, the observers said. 

No matter bow foe plan is structured, 
however, the ruling generals would be 


forced to accept Daw Aimg San StmKyi’s 
strong influence over foe use of foods and 
her ability to stop them al any time. 

The opposition leader, who won a 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1991 for her demo- 
cratic straggle against foe government, 
helped inspire foe wide range of sanc- 
tums now imposed on Burma and she 


“Yon simply can't cross-breed i 
mocracy and. military dictatorship,” 
diplomat said. “The generals foay take — 
some of foe money, but they will never 
cede power. You must accept this reality— 
and on that basis decide whefoex to give-i 
aid or not” ■ :'*> 

Most countries have opted againsfoD 


alone has foe credibility to r^ll for their giving aid. Development - specialists e$-&A 


loosening or removaL 

Meanwhile, foe government remains 
wary of foreign involvement in domestic 
matters and confident of the country's 
ability to ignore external pressure. 

“Did foe United Nations ensure star 
bility in ramiwtia after injecting bil- 
lions of dollars? No," said Brigadier 
General Mating Mating, minister to the 
office of the ruling council's chairman. 
“We welcome any unconditional as- 
sistance yon would like to give us, but 
like Cambodia, we need to solve our 
problems by oaredves.” 

One diplomat dismissed the UN ini- 
tiative as an attempt by Western gov- 
ernments to “whitewash the dictator- 
ship i nto something palatable for 
domestic consumption.” 


riirnww that Burma could easily attracted 
more &an $500 million per year frambos 
donor countries, bat i n te rna tional coo- ms 
demna iaoaofhnman rights abugesby foe l . 
nrih t ai y government has reduced annual !?o? 
multilateral foreign development assist- iaj? 
ance to less than $20 milhcm in recenteob 
years. ■ I 

AH of tins assistance passes through a/qs 
UN program to avoid support- uq 

tng foe military government by sendinguid 
aid directly to a select set of small, grass-don 
roots projects in different parts of thenrf 
country. Rfr 

The UN progra m would very likelyst!] 
serve as a model for t unnelin g initial i 
World Bank assistance into Burma, no) 
sources involved in foe negotiations 
said. ‘ oI<! 


Dublin Landmark 
To Get New Look 


The Assm'iated Press 

DUBLIN — O’Connell Street, 
the broadest and most historic 
boulevard in the capital, is to re- 
ceive a modem monument to re- 
place its former landmark blown up 
by the Irish Republican Army. 

Lord Mayor Joe Doyle an- 
nounced Wednesday that a 120-me- 
ter-high cone of stainless steel 
would be erected next year at foe top 
of the street overlooking foe River 
LifFey, where a pillar in honor of foe 
British naval hero Lord Nelson had 
stood for two centuries until 1966. 

Mr. Doyle said be hoped foe 
spartan new monument, which will 
have a base of Kilkenny black 
marble and be partially lit at night, 
would become “a familiar and 
well-loved symbol of Dublin in foe 
third millennium.'* 

Head of the judging panel. Joan 
O'Connor, called foe design a 
“brave and uncompromising 
beacon" that would reaffirm "foe 
siams of O'Connell Street as Ire- 
land's principal urban thorough- 
fare.’' The IRA destroyed Nelson’s 
Column — a copy of foe one in 
London’s Trafalgar Square — to 
commemorate foe 50th anniversary 
of foe 1916 rebellion against British 
rule of Ireland. 


TURKEY: Vote Topples Government 


Continued from Page 1 


that female university students be for- 
bidden to wear head scarves, but power- 
ful generals quickly slapped him down. 
Similar conflicts are likely to afflict the 
next government. 

Mr. Demirel could name an interim 
prime minister within a few days. Ac- 
cording to press reports, leading can- 
didates inclnde Hikmet Cetin, speaker of 
Parliament, and former Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit. 

During his term of office, Mr. Yilmaz 
managed to bring Turicey’s inflation rate 
down from nearly 100 percent annually 
to about 77 percent Negotiations with 
foe International Monetary Fund on an 
economic package for 1 999 were to have 
begun Friday in New York, but were 
canceled Wednesday. Gunes Taner, foe 
cabinet minister who was to have led 
Turkey’s delegation, was implicated in 
the scandal that brought down the gov- 
ernment 

Human rights violations continued 
during Mr. Yilmaz’s term, but appar- 
ently decreased steadily. Amnesty In- 
ternational recently praised the steps he 
has taken to curb abuses. 

Although Mr. Yilmaz was not able to 
push through major reforms to a political 
system that many Turks believe is scler- 
otic and self-centered, he will be re- 
membered as foe prime minister on 
whose watch the country’s most-wanted 
fugitive was arrested. The fugitive. Ab- 


dullah Ocalan, who leads a rebel army 
that has been fighting for a Kurdish 
homeland in southeastern Turkey, was 
held in Italy, then released but ordered to 
stay in Rome. 

Although Mr. Yilmaz is perceived as 
pro-Western, Turkey’s relations with 
Europe deteriorated during his terra. 
After the European Union refused to 
name Turkey as a candidate for mem- 
bership last year, Mr. Yilmaz reacted 
with a bitterness that alienated some 
European leaders. Relations seemed to 
be improving until the arrest of Mr. 
Ocalan last month. When Italian leaders 
refused to extradite him for trial in Tur- 
key. Mr. Yilmaz and other Turks ac- 
cused Italy of embracing terrorism and 
threatened it with an economic boycott 

The Yilmaz government was fragile 
from foe start depending on foe support 
of Deniz Baykal, a power broker who 
controls a faction in Parliament but de- 
clined to join the ruling coalition. When 
Mr. Baykal withdrew his support several 
weeks ago, the government's fate was 
sealed. 

Mr. Baykal acted after a series of 
charges that cast doubr on foe govern- 
ment's integrity. The charges stemmed 
from a complex scandal that has been 
spreading for foe last two years. It is 
centered around allegations that Turkish 
leaders have for years maintained ties to 
gangsters, using them to commit polit- 
ical murders and allowing them in return 
to smuggle drugs and weapons. 


BOOKS 


THE SHADOW OF 

KILIMANJARO 

On Foot Across East Africa 

By Rick Ridgeway. Illustrated. 288 pages. 
527-50. Henry Holt. 

Reviewed by Richard Bernstein 

I N a world that is smaller and smaller, 
it’s harder and harder to write travel 
books that have the zing of adventure 
and the unknown to them, but a host of 
traveler-authors continues to plow foe 
historic teirain. And no terrain in this 
regard is more historic than East Africa, 
a portion of which — from foe summit of 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania to foe shores of 
foe Indian Ocean in Kenya — was tra- 
versed on foot last year by Rick Ridge- 
way and a team of Kenyan guides. 

Ridgeway, whose book, * ‘The Shadow 
of Kilimanjaro,' ' is an account of his trip, 
broaches a variety of subjects as he and 
his companions make their way through 
an area rich with animals and echoing 
with the exploits of earlier travelers — 
British empire builders, native hunters, 
tourists like Ernest Hemingway. Ridge- 
way’s effort is to use his trek, which takes 
him from the ice fields of Africa’s highest 
mountain to the Indian Ocean, about 
three days' walk away, as a starting point 
fen - reflections on history and nature. 

He describes the activities of pion- 
eering game wardens to save foe ele- 
phants. He ruminates on the Waliangulu. 
the famed People of foe Long Bow, per- 
haps the greatest archers, whose way of 
life has been terminated by the require- 
ments of conservation. He reads widely 
and recounts foe experiences of prede- 
cessors in this pan of Africa, for example. 
Lieutenant Colonel J.H. Patterson, a rail- 
road builder whose greatest adventure 
was to hunt down two lions that had eaten 
dozens of his Indian coolies. Ridgeway 


also scrutinizes his own reactions and 
emotions to try to answer some ques- 
tions: Why do men enjoy hunting? Why 
are hunters also conservationists? 

The past and the present of East Africa 
are so intrinsically interesting that it 
would be almost impossible to write a 
boring book on these subjects. Still, 
“The Shadow of Kilimanjaro" is limited 
in important ways, in large pan because 
Ridgeway, likable and earnest as he is. 
does not have either the literaty or philo- 
sophical originality to provide compel- 
ling answers to foe questions he raises. 
His own excursion through the African 
bush also falls short of what might be 
called great adventure. Bui one reads his 
book wifo pleasure, enjoying his com- 
panionship and conversation, his keen- 
ness for experience and knowledge, and 
foe quality of many of his observations. 

Ridgeway, who lives in California, 
was in East Africa making a documen- 
tary film (which is what he does for a 
living in far-flung pans of the globe >, so 
he did not exactly travel light. His com- 
panions were three experienced Kenyan 
mountaineers and game guides, as well 
as a cameraman and three African park 
rangers carrying high-powered rifles to 
protect foe team from any attacking ele- 
phants, buffalo, hippos or lions. Here 
and there at designated points on the 
route, porters and a cook showed up in 
Land Rovers so that Ridgeway and his 
company could get close to nature and 
arrive in a comfortable and well- 
equipped camp at the end of each day. 

In other words, while the expedition 
was on foot — “the only way,” Ridge- 
way writes, “to gain a tactile knowledge 
of Africa’s wildlands and w lid animals ’ ' 
— this was something of a champagne 
safari. One doesn't blame our travelers 
for that, but the very comfort of it robbed 
the experience of some of its literary 


possibilities. Hardship in the African 
bush is more interesting to read about 
than foe enjoyment of mozzarella and 
tomato salad served wifo iced beer. 

The Ridgeway team saw plenty of 
animals in the two parks it traversed. 
Tsavo West and Tsavo East, which ex- 
tend eastward from foe foot of Mount 
Kilimanjaro, but the presence of aimed 
guards look away foe suspense. At one 
point, the group is charged by an ele- 
phant matriarch, but foe park rangers fire 
bullets over its head and the elephant, no 
fool, “plows its from legs to a stop, veers 
and runs at an angle away from us." 

The charge is a high point for Ridge- 
way. one that he comes back to several 
times as he ruminates on human pleasure 
in the hunt. After considerable reflection, 
he arrives at the not very astonishing 
conclusion that the pleasure has to do not 
with the kill itself, but with the previous 
connection to foe bush, “foe razor edge 
your senses take’’ at the nearness of a 
buffalo or ‘ ‘the charge of a 12.000-pound 
elephant who means to do you harm.” 

The elephant population declined, and 
that required a bon on all hunting, even if 
it meant jailing many of the Waliangulu 
tribe for carrying on foe way of life of 
their ancestors. Ridgeway leaves foe 
Waliangulu v illage wifo foe memory of a 
former hunter chewing slowly on a sheep 
bone and say ing: “ In the old days, we did 
important things. Now. we only farm.’* 

It is an elegiac ending for a people 
caught in the very vise that Ridgeway 
represents, the vise of European visitors, 
tourism, international markets, high- 
powered rifles. To his credit. Ridgeway 
understands that fact as be makes his 
morally cautious way through Africa. 
What he understands is that, moral cau- 
tion or not, be is able to enjoy it and the 
Waliangulu are not. 
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BRIDGE 


By Alan Truscott 


I N the last five years. New 
York has lost four giants of 
the game: Jim Becker, Victor 
Mitchell, Edgar Kaplan and 
Judy Tucker. A Giants Game 
honoring all four was played 
Sunday night at Honors Club 
in Manhattan. It raised more 
than 58,000 for foe Chemo- 
therapy Foundation, and there 
was an interesting twist Each 
of 80 participating pairs elect- 
ed to play on one of four 
teams named for the honor- 
ees, and the Becker team was 
victorious, based on average 
percentage score. 

The individual pair win- 
ners, Tom Smith and Gene 
Saxe, played for foe Kaplan 
team and were aided by the 
diagramed deaL At some 
tables. West landed in five 
diamonds doubled , which 
was tricky after two heart 
leads forced a ruff, if West 
simply led foe diamond ace he 
could escape for down two. 


But if he led a club, hoping to 
reach foe dummy for a dia- 
mond finesse, repeated heart 
leads would promote the dia- 
mond eight as an extra trick 
for foe defense. 

If North-South managed to 
reach four spades, finding 
their four-four fit. they could 
make a valuable overtrick. 


NORTH 
♦ K843 
o q log 
0 J852 
*95 


WEST 

*2 

4 A Q 10 9 7 G 3 
*104 3 2 


EAST(D) 

* J 10 9 5 
9 JG5 

<• 4 

4KQ/76 

SOUTH 

* AQ87 

? AK 973Z 
0 K 

* A 8 

North and South were vulmra&fe 


TOe bidding: 

East South 

West 

North 

Pass 

14 

34 

Pass 

Pass 

3V 

Pass 

4 ? 

Pass Pass 

Pass 



West led the spade two. 


Wifo North as declarer, per- 
haps after a cme-heart open- 
ing, a four-diamond overcall, 
and a reopening double from 
South. East would no doubt 
lead the cl ub king. Then 
South could win. cash three 
top spades and play hearts, 
disposing of the club loser in 
foe North hand. 

The popular contract was 
four hearts, and Smith 
reached that, as shown, after 
he opened wifo one Precision 
club, strong and artificial. 
West led his spade deuce, an 
obvious singleton, and South 
captured foe nine with the 
queen and drew trumps, end- 
ing in his hand. He then led 
the diamond king, and after 
taking foe ace West did the 
best he could by shifting to 
foe club deuce — a card that 
East should have marked 
closely. Smith captured foe 
jack wifo the ace and cashed 
his remaining trumps, reach- 
ing the ending shown at 
right. 

Reading the position accur- 


ately, Smith led the club eight 
and the diamond jack was 
thrown from dummy. East had 
to win and lead a spade, giving 
South three nicks in the suit 
and foe overtrick he wanted. 
He would have been unable to 
manage this if East had paid 
attention to foe lead of the club 
deuce. This indicated owner- 
ship of a club honor, clearly 
the 10. so East should have 
thrown his club honors and 
saved a small card in foe suit. 


NORTH 
« K64 

<? — 

* J 


WEST 


? — 

& Q 

♦ 10 4 3 


EAST 
♦ J20 5 
O — 

0 — 

*K 


SOUTH 
♦ A 87 
C _ 
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factory 


23 TH second that" 
z« ‘Gunsmoke' 
shower 

27 Unproductive 
29 Big bK 
si loose 

33 Garth Brooks, 
notably ’ 

34 Christopher, but 
not the saw . 

3» 1825 trial name 

40 Low grade 

41 Take out (bribe 
shelves, say 

42 One way to stop 
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province 
49 Unfortunate 
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53 Stephen but not 
be sain! 


57 John, but not the 
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load 
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25 Unnerve 
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1 MetaJbps 

2 Sartre classic 

3 Not quite a run 

4 Attesting official 


Solution to Puzzle of Nov. 25 
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ramnB osnaa anaa 

HEEmmHsnEa naan 
nssa annas 
ntriBBH QnnnBinaan 
nsncin amniaa Haa 
nnnnns aran 
□dHasBEjsnnnnnaH 
□Ha anaaiiB 
nan annas manna 
□□□□□□ana asaan 
nnann nnon 
snag ciGsaafiKiiasS: 
pjaan naann aana 
assn msnsn aaacn 


housepiant 

6 Cfip 

7 Admittance 
s Glittery stone 

s Chesterfield, for 

ona 

to The Phantom of 
the Opera 
it Wreath feature 
ii Like Bash’s 
Sonata No. 3 for 
viofin 

13 Pale Wood 
is Some Monopoly 
purchases: 
Abbr. 

ai“... — shaH 
die* (1967 lyric} 


34 Bad marks 

35 "Lost in Space" 
fantfynsme 

3eu&N./anK 
it Witch's work • 
3> BIO Gates, en_- 
Abbr. 

39 Banquet 
43 Curved figure 
4« Stuntme n 
43 Emphatic, far a 
way 

45 Rainier locate 
«7 Up to Ws time, 
ones 

49 Twmkfing at an 
eye 

so Smart one 
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iVeii? Cambodia Assembly Opens Amid Skepticism 


BySeth'IVitydanjj. ' 

. ‘ New Yorl Tones Sav&e ' 

of , Mying and bloodshed, 

Camboia finally got its new National 
Assembly on W^druao/iirr, - «.• 


— - -i 
L' 

«V. 

■Sri 
• 1 

" Sir, 

; 

-- ^ 


fifcg the last one, which brake apart in a 
violent coup 16 months ago. 
j Once again, it is a coalition of bat- 
tiefidd enemies from tbe 1980s; the 
former Commnnists of Hun Sen and the 
royalists of Norodom Ranariddh, the 


Swh 


and -in. some cases have trie* 
each other- • - . . 

. ft looked -the part, aD-redcwpels aad 
ion calls, gently tapping, gavels and 

btxussfliiAiflikic Ki Vmfa fami A rott^g m 

double-breasted smis. 

But the red-caipeted institutions of 
government arenot the real arenas, of 
Cam bodia 's primitive politics, where 
bitter rivalries seem to goon forever and 
nobody truly. .concedes defeat Many: 

foragn analysts, tto hope for democ- 

rajf wearing thin; said theyfeared that 
t&^show.of amity would be fleeting. 

For one thing, the new government, 
forced together long after the July 26 
election by the moral suasion of King 
Norodom Sihanouk, looks unsettifagly 




the ministries of defense and in- 
terior and apportion the rest between 
.them. v 

- But them, is a key difference in the 
arrangement that could make it more 
sable; Only one m a p is in' charge this 
time, RrinmJ^mster Huh .Sen, whose 
party won tbemost seats in July. 


junionnembex of the coalition, has been 
relegated to speaker of the 120-seat Na- 
tional _ Assembly . where the clash of 


when he shared the premiers h i p with' 
Mr. Hun Sen- '. 

fa additi on, Cambodia has seen two 
major events in recent months that open 
a near political chapter and offer the 
possibility of substantive wade by the 


government, if it chooses to do so. 

. One is the collapse of the Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas, after more than 30 
years cl fighting and mass killings. 
Their collapse as a serious fighting force 
removes an armed threat to stability as 




the . two major political parties. 

The Communist Khmer Rouge, re- 
sponsible for the deaths of more than 1 
million people when they held power 
from 1975 to 1979, have disintegrated 
through defections over the past two 
years. Their founder, Pol Pot, died in the 
jungle in April. 

The second change is the success of 
Mr. Hun Sen’s ccmpm July 1997, which 
rooted the prince’s royalist troops and 
crippled his political party. 

- “It dismantled their security appar- 
atus, dismantled their media outlets, 
helped exacerbate or even create fis- 
sures within the party, put the party at a 
significant disadvantage in the 1998 
election and contributed immeasurably 
to the climate of impunity and political 
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repression,” a Western diplomat said of 
the coup. 

The country is now governed by one 
do minan t and feared political and mil- 
itary power, recognized by the inter- 
national co mmuni ty, that wifi be more 
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The formation of an elected govern- 
ment, despite the fraud and intimidation 
that marked the election, is likely to 
restore Cambodia’s disputed United 
Nations seat, win eventual acceptance 
into the Association of South Bast Asian 
Nations and see a resumption of crucial 
foreign aid that was suspended after the 
coup. 

It tarings to Mr. Hun Sen the le- 
gitimacy he has sought since be was 
installed as prime minister in 1985 by an 
occupying Vietnamese army and since 
he had to elbow his way into shared 
leadership with Prince Ranariddh in 
1993 after losing an election sponsored 
by the United Nations. 

‘‘in Cambodia now there are no com- 
peting ideologies, no competing armed 
forces and no outside interference,*' a 
foreign diplomat said. “This obviously 
increases the chances for stability. And 
stability was one of the fundamentals of 
the international involvement in the 
Cambodian elections.” 

The other fundamental was the fos- 
tering of democracy in Cambodia, and it 
is Jess clear that progress has been made 
in this direction. 

The election itself, though marked by 
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Prince Ranariddh, left, with Prime Minister Hun Sen on Wednesday. 


an outpouring of enthusiasm by voters, 
was badly flawed through the muscle 
and manipulation of Mr. Hun Sen's 
party. Its outcome was the result of post- 
election struggles as much as of the 
voting itself. 

As a lesson in democracy, its message 
to Cambo dians may have been that real 
power does Dot yet come from the ballot 
box but from the feudal chieftains who 
still hold sway. 

It is not yet clear that the people who 
have won power will use it to address 
the country's real issues of poverty, 
economic development, education and 
health care, which are among the worst 
in the world. 


Mr. Hon Sen’s party, the Cambodian 
People’s Party, has control of what. are 
described here as the ” money-making 
ministries” (a reference to their po^ 
ten rial for corruption), including & 
nance, commerce, construction, in- 
dustry and planning. Prince 
Ranariddh’s party has most of the social 
portfolios, like education, health and 
rural development. 

Thus, the prince's party can make its 
mark, on society, and boost its future 
electoral prospects, if it succeeds iq 
improving social welfare. But its prosn 
peers for this are severely limiiedru will 
depend almost entirely on funding from 
Mr. Hun Sen’s financial ministries. 


India Exit Polls Show Opposition Gains 


By Celia W. Dugger 

New York Tunes Service 

NEW DELHI — People here were in 
a sour mood Wednesday as they voted 
in elections that are likely to further 
weaken the wobbly Hindu nationalist- 
led audition that has governed the coun- 
try for eight months. 

Cranky voters complained about 
soaring vegetable prices, crime and en- 
demic corruption as they left the polling 
booths. “We’re poor,” said Lua Ro- 
man, 48, who supports herself and her 
elderly mother on her meager earnings 
from sewing sleeves onto shirts. “How 
can we eat?” 

Election officials will not begin 
counting the milli ons of votes cast Wed- 
nesday m the capital territory of Delhi 
and the states of Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh and Mizoram until Saturday. 


But exit polls conducted for the gov- 
ernment-funded television station found 
that Hindu nationalist governments in 
Delhi and Rajasthan were being swept 
from power by the Congress (T) Party, 
which has ruled India for most of its 51- 
year history as an independent nation. 

In Madhya Pradesh, a large state in 
central India that is currently governed 
by the Congress (I) Party, exit polling 
showed the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party with a narrow, 2 percent 
lead in the popular vote, but polling 
experts said the margin of error makes it 
difficult to know the outcome of the race 
until tire votes are actually counted In 
Mizoram, a tiny state in northeastern 
India, Congress (I) was losing to a re- 
gional party. 

Political analysts say that the loss of 
its strongholds in Delhi and Rajasthan 
would be a serious political blow to the 


Malaysian Protests Fade 
After Comments by Gore 


By Thomas Fuller 

International Herald Tribune 

KUALA LUMPUR — The nascent 
Malaysian anti-government movement 
is in retreat, with one of its leaders in 
prison, demonstrations reduced to a few 
dozen people standing on a street comer 
once a week and ootrage fading over the 
treatment of the best-known leader of 
the movement, Anwar Ibrahim. 

The Malaysia of two months ago, 
where weekly street protests ■ ■ — 


black eye Mr. Anwar got after he was 
imprisoned is no longer seen as a major 
issue. 

“Although the prime minister seems 
to be in front today. I'm not sure he can 
sustain it over the next few months.” 
said an aide to one of the top politicians 
in Malaysia. “We are not sure how the 
economy will fare.” 

B ut for no w , the governmeo t seems to 
have the upper hand. 

Opposition groups are finding it more 
— - difficult to communicate their 


drew tens of thousands of cit- NEWS anti-government message. Tian 
izens, looks unlikely to return ANALYSIS ^ >ua ’ helped cobble togeth- 


soon. Malaysian political ana- 

lysts and business leaders say. 

The killings of dozens of people in 
ethnic-related violence in neighboring 
Indonesia in the past two weeks has 
undercut support for street protests, es- 
pecially among Malaysia’s large and 
influential Chinese minority. 

And after Vice President A1 Gore 
praised voices of reform in Malaysia 
this month, the government has waged a 
widespread campaign to drum up pa- 
triotism; radio spots and daily fall-page 
advertisements fill local newspapers 
that exhort Malaysians to condemn the 
“stupid, ignorant, ill-bred idiots" in- 
salting the country, words aimed at Mr. 
Gore. 

The streets of Kuala Lumpur are 
filled with care flying miniature national 
flags, which are given out free. 

All of this would appear to be a 
victory for Prime Minister Mahathir bin 
Mohamad, who just two months ago 
was under siege, widely criticized 
abroad for the treatment of his former 
deputy and facing large-scale demon- 
strations at home. 

But political analysts here say the 
political mileage that Mr. Mahathir has 
earned amid the outrage ova Mr. 
Gore's comments will fade just as the 


Troops Stop Rally 
Near Suharto Home 

The Associated Press 

JAKARTA — Hundreds of Indone- 
sian students tried Wednesday to march 
to the heavily guarded home of former 
President Suharto to {ness demands that 
he be tried for corruption and human- 
rights abuses. 

Squads of troops, however, blocked 
the estimated 1,500 students at a park 
adjacent to the U.S. ambassador’s res- 
idence after they had moved from 
downtown through the exclusive suburb 
where Mr. Suharto lives. 

There were no reports of arrests or 
injuries. 

Stopped about a kilometer (about 
1,000 yards) from Mr. Suharto’s home, 
the students chanted anti-government 
slo gans and shouted, “Suharto is a 

busloads of students also were 
blocked from demonstrating outside the 
State Secretariat, next door to the pres- 
idential palace. 


— — er the diverse political parties 
and humans rights groups that formed a 
key element of the reformasi move- 
ment, was arrested last weekend, sev- 
eral hours after a small street demon- 
stration. 

He is still in police custody and is 
being charged with demonstrating il- 
legally. 

The government has also tried to put 
out the message to Malaysia’s large 
middle class that any kind of demon- 
stration can easily turn into a racial and 
ethnic issue. That seems to have had 
success among the ethnic Chinese, who 
make up about one-third of the pop- 
ulation of Malaysia. 

“What we’re scared of is that, if it's 
allowed to go on and it gets out of hand, 
then the price to be paid wifi be very 
expensive,” said Paul Low, the head of 
the Federation of Malaysian Manufac- 
turers, which represents 2,000 compa- 
nies. 

Editors at local newspapers, which 
are closely monitored by authorities, 
say they have been instructed to run 
photos from around the world of street 
violence. 

Photos of bloodied corpses on Jakarta 
streets run on the front page. The images 
resonate among Malaysians who re- 
member the ethnic riots that rocked the 
Malaysian capital three decades ago. 

But looming over the political scene 
is the issue of Mr. Mahathir’s health. 
After two major international events in 
the capital — the Commonwealth 
Games in September and recently con- 
cluded Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper- 
ation forum — the 72-year-old prime 
minister appears tired. 

Mr. Mahathir, who underwent open- 
heart sure cry a decade ago, does not 
have a clear successor following the 
September dismissal of Mr. Anwar, the 
former deputy prime minister whose 
trial on corruption and sodomy charges 
rumbles on. 

For now. the prime minister’s bold 
experiment with capital controls has im- 
pressed many business leaders in the 
country. The measures, introduced in 
September, insulate the country’s cur- 
rency, the ringgit, from global trading 
and peg it to the dollar. 

“interest rates have been brought 
down, the stock market has been going 
up and the earlier general pessimism 
seems to be slowly and gradually over- 
turned,” said Looi Teong Chye, head of 
the Association of Small and Medium- 
Scale Industries. 



Bharatiya Janata Party. At a minimum, 
tt is likely to make some of the party’s 
coalition partners, already nervous 
about how the inflation issue will affect 
their own political prospects, mare 
likely to bolt, and could set off a move 
for a no-confidence vote when Parlia- 
ment convenes next week. 

This election was the first to be held 
since the Bharatiya Janata Party won 
power at the national level in May. It is 
also the first test of the Congress 0) 
Party's popularity since the Italian-born 
Sonia Gandhi, widow of toe assassinated 
Prime Minister of India. Rajiv Gandhi, 
took over as president of Congress. 

For weeks, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
and Prime Minister Aral B Chari Vajpayee 
tried to change the prime topic of political 
conversation from the pnee of onions, 
which has soared in recent months, to 
other issues such as corruption. 
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Vietnam Chides : . .. 
Manila on Spratly s 

MANILA — Vietnam' com- 
plained Wednesday about the Phil- 
ippines' accepting China's propos- 
al for “joint use” of stracunes 
being enlarged by Chinese workers : , 
on a disputal South China Sea reefi .| 
a Philippine official said. 

In Hanoi, die Philippine ambas- 
sador, Jorge Lardtzabal, was 
summoned by the Foreign Ministry 
to explain why Manila had agreed : 
to the proposal, the official said. 

“They're not comfortable about 
this joint use and they want to cla- 
rify why we suddenly agreed to it," 
said the senior Philippine foreign 
affairs official, speaking on. con- 
dition of anonymity. 

The reef is part of the Spratly 
Islands, which are claimed in whole 
by China. Vietnam and Taiwan, 
and in part by Malaysia and the 
Philippines. Brunei claims one 
reeft ( AP ) 

China Still Holds 
70 Church Leaders 

BEUING — More than 70 Prot- 
estant “house church” leaders re- 
main in detention following a 
crackdown on illegal church ac- 
tivities in late October and early 
November, and one woman was 
beaten so badly in jail that she 
suffered brain injuries, a human 
rights group said Wednesday. 

The crackdown occurred in the 
central province of Henan, where 
underground Protestant leaders 
from around the country were hold- 
ing meetings. 

The injured woman, Cheng May- 
ing, had traveled to the meetings - 
from northeastern China, where she ! . 
was a successful missionary, estab- . 
fishing many new house m ee ti ngs, 
according to the statement from th£\: 
New Yak-based group Human-: 
Rights in China. 

The statement,' based on infer-. : 
'matfon passed abroad by 'house - 
church followers, said that Miss'.. 
Cheng had repeatedly been beaten-! 
while in detention and had lostcon- - 
sciousness for three days. She was.!! 
released Saturday but suffers meijK-- 
tal loss and severe disorientation, ~ 
the statement said. • (WIT); .’ 

Killer of Pandas 
Jailed jot 20 Years 

BEIJING — A farmer in south- ; 
western China has been sentenced 
to 20 years in prison for kiiliag 
giant pandas, selling their pelts and 
stabbing and seriously injuring, a 
policeman while resisting arrest in 
1995. the state-run Xinhua press 
agency reported Wednesday. 

The giant panda is an extremely 
endangered species indigenous 1 
only to China. (AP) 1 














PAGE 32 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1998 


INTERNATIONAL 


Iraq Criticizes Inspector 
And Oil Sales Program 


The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraq took aim Wed- 
nesday at both the chief United Nations 
weapons inspector and the extension of 
the “oil-for-food” program a day after 
'"the UN Security Council’s failure to 
take a tough stand in the dispute over 
■‘Arms documents. 

UN arms experts, meanwhile, started 
''a second week of inspections since their 
return to Iraq. Ten jeeps set out on 

• -Wednesday from the Baghdad 
headquarters of the UN Special Com- 

'■ mission for disarming Iraq. On Tues- 
day. inspectors visited a total of 25 sites, 

• according to Iraqi officials. 

The arms experts were evacuated for 
a week this month amid threats of U.S.- 
. British air strikes on Iraq for its refusal 
to cooperate with the UN commission, 

• known as Unscom. The air strikes were 
■ culled off Nov. 14 after Baghdad prom- 
‘ ised to resume cooperation. 

: • AJ though Washington has kept its 
forces on guard for the next time Iraq 


falls out of line, the Security Council 
failed Tuesday to pass judgment on the 
reluctance of the Iraqis to hand over 
more documents to the commission. 

“Council members expressed their 
continued full support for Unscom in 
f ulfillment of its mandate,” said the 
panel ’s president, Peter Burleigh. 

Despite nearly four hours of talks, no 
decision was made as to whether Iraq’s 
refusal amounted to noncompliance. 

The chairman of the UN commission, 
Richard Butler, has issued a series of 



Iran May Get 3 More Reactors * 


MOSCOW— Rossia is smdying the possibility of building 
three mow nuclear reactors at a controvereial power plant in 
Iran, die Russian midear power minister said Wednesday. : 
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The United States and Israel already object to Russia’s 
efforts to help with the construction of a nuclear reactor in 
Iran, and would almost certainty -oppose the .budding of 
additional reactors. They fear that thereactore comd beusedto 
help develop pnelfaw weapo ns. Iran insists mat me plant will 
be used only for energy. / ; . "T 

The Russian minister. Yevgeni Adamov, re cently returned 
from a trip to Tehran, where he signed an agreement with 
Mohammed Agbazadeh, head of the Atomic Energy Or- 
of Iran. The deal calls for Russia to complete its 
work on an 3800 million contract to help build plant and 
conduct a feasibility study for the additional reactors. (AP) 
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specific data ou Iraqi biological, chem- 
ical and ballistic disarmament files. But 
Iraq is refusing to hand over new doc- 
uments, saying that more than 2 milli on 
have been surrendered during the seven 
years that the commission has been 
searching for Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction. 

“It is clear from the successive letters 
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Congo Rebels Acknowledge Attack 


■ M 

President Jacques Chirac welcoming Mr. Arafat to the Elysee Palace on Wednesday. 


sent by Butler that he is looking to stop 
or delay the comprehensive review of 


\ Glitches Reported 
j In Space Station 


Reuters 

MOSCOW — The five-day-old 
International Space Station has de- 
veloped three small malfunctions, 
but they will not prevent it from 
docking with its next module early 
next month, the head of the Russian 
Space Agency. Yuri Koptev. said 
Wednesday. 

"Work overall is proceeding 
normally, but there are three minor 
malfunctions.” Mr. Koptev said at 
a pres? conference, adding, “They 
do not have any impact on the Za- 
rya's overall operations.” 

’ Russia launched the unmanned 
power and propulsion module, 
named Zarya. last Friday, marking 
the stan of a $60 billion project 
with the United States. Europe, Ja- 
pan and Canada. 

Mr. Koptev said one of eight 
butteries that store energy from sol- 


ar panels was not working properly, 
but he said the craft needed just four 


but he said the craft needed just four 
to operate properly. 

Officials have also detected an 
unexpected abundance of humidity 
inside the $238 million. U.S.-fun- 
ded module. A third problem is that 
an antenna for the craft’s manual 
docking system — a backup to the 
automatic system — is not working 
properly. 


or delay the comprehensive review of 
sanctions.” the daily newspaper of die 
ruling Ba’ath Socialist Party, Ath 
Thawra, said Wednesday. 

The Security Council renewed the 
oil-for-food agreement Tuesday at cur- 
rent levels, providing for Iraq to export 
up to S5.2 billion worth of oil over a six- 
month period, starting Thursday. 

The oil-for-food plan has been in 
force in six -month phases since Decem- 
ber 1996. but the allocation was doubled 
for the fourth term in view of falling 
health standards. It allows Iraq to export 
a fixed value of oil in return for urgently 
needed food and medical supplies. 

Iraq had sought a two-month exten- 
sion of die current, fourth phase of the 
accord, asserting that a slump in oil 
prices had prevented it from reacting an 
agreed target of $4.5 billion. 

A UN spokesman said the United 
Nations and Iraq were set to hold talks in 
Baghdad on a new distribution plan for 
humanitarian supplies. 

“We will continue to run die oil-for- 
food program while discussions go 
ahpnrf on Hfitaik of the distribution plan 
for phase five.” the spokesman said. 

But Ath Thawra asserted that the pro- 
gram was “obsolete” and no longer 
capable of meeting Iraq’s needs. The 
paper called instead for the oil embargo 
to be lifted. 

Separately. Iraq dismissed U-S.-Brit- 
ish support for Iraqi opposition groups 
trying to topple President Saddam Hus- 
sein as an imperialist fantasy. 

“Those colonizers are having sick 
dreams which are impossible to real- 
ize.” the official Iraqi press agency, 
IN A, quoted an Information Ministry 
spokesman as saying. (AFP, Reuters) 


Arafat Goes to Paris on Gaza Flight 001 


The Associated Press 

DAHANTEH, Gaza Strip — With an honor 
guard seeing him off, Yasser Arafat, the Pal- 
estinian leader, flew to Paris on Wednesday on 
his first flight from the new Gaza International 
AiroorL 

A vital link for Palestinians bringing goods in 
and out of Gaza and a powerful symbol of 
independence, the airport opened Tuesday. 

Mr. Arafat’s Flight 001 took off while Israeli 
security officials in civilian clothing watched 
from foe runway. Israel maintains security con- 
trol over the airport. 

*' This is a historical event that ushers in a new 
era in Palestinian hk tory, * ’ said Bri gadier General 


Fayez Zeidan, chairman of foe Palestinian Civil 
Aviation Authority. Mr. Zeidan said 001 would 
now be Mr. Arafat’s official flight number. 

Two of Mr. Arafat’s top advisers, Nabil 
Shaath and NabO Abourdeuebu accom p a nie d 
him to Paris where Mr. Arafat was to meet with 
President, Jacques Chirac and Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin. He also was to meet President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, who was in Paris fora 
French- African summit 

Mr. Zeidan said commercial flights from Gaza 
would begin next week. Those include daily 
flights from Gaza to Jordan and back. Air Mo- 
rocco has also agreed to have two flights weekly . 
to and from Gaza. 


KIGALI, Rwanda — Congolese rebels acknowledge 
Wed nes day Zimbabwean warplanes had bombed foe 
PMiiiiem shore of Labe Tanganyika inan appare nt es ca la ti on of 
a r^n fpa x i fFR^ iriveby forces allied with the government of foe 
Democratic Republic of die Congo. 

Cong olese ■■state radio said Tuesday t h a t th e govetiunent an d 
its allies h»d hit rebel targets in Kalemie, a port abpitt 500 
kilometers (300 miles) south of the rebel stronghold at Gorna. 
The raid followed a similar attack last week in which foe 
government sa i d it had sunk six barges, carrying 600 rebel 
troops, between Kalemie. and Moba, the southernmost town 
render rebel control. The rebels denied that report. 

In foe past, rebel commanders have dismissed foe threat of 
the Zimbabwean Air Force, saying its planes were dropping 
bombs from too hi gh an altitude to hit precise targets. (AP) 


Forest Groups Protest Brazil Cuts 


RIO DE JANEIRO — More than 300 nongovernmental 
organizations have criticized a government phut to make " 
heavy cats in program s to protect Brazil’s rainforests. 

Prog ra ms to fight forest destruction and increase 
tourism will be hurt by the cuts, said ClandioDor Alexamffe 
Barbosa da Silva, president of the Amazon Work Group, in an 
interview Tuesday with the Rata do de Sao Paulo newspaper. 
The group, which represents 355 nongovernmental orga- 
nizations, is opposed to a government plan to cut 90 percent of 
funding allocated for the forest programs. 

The cuts are part of an ansterityprogram Biazilput in place 
to secure a $41.5 billion in ternational Monetary Fund rescue 
package. ‘ (AP) 


Argentina Orders Ex- Admiral’s Arrest 


By Sebastian Rotella 

Los Angeles Times Service 


BUENOS AIRES — A judge investi gating foe 
systematic kidnapping of babies by foe dictatorship 
that ruled Argentina in the 1970s and ’80s has 
ordered the arrest of former A dmira l Emili o 
Massera, a feared member of the military junta. 

Admiral Massera, 73, became foe second fo rm er 
Argentine military leader arrested this year in ac- 
celerating investigations of the regime’s practice of 
holding pregnant political prisoners until they gave 
birth, killing the mothers and turning the babies 
over to members of the security forces. 

The head of foe junta. General Jotge Rafael 
Videla, was arrested in June on charges that he was 
foe chief co mmand er of foe conspiracy. 

After testifying for most of the day Tuesday 
before the investigating judge, Maria Servini de 
Cubria, Admiral Massera was arrested on suspicion 


of unlawful detention of children and falsification 
of documents. 

The pPOlice speeded him past a mob of dem- 
onstrators at foe courthouse brae to foe capital’s 
outskirts, where he was held in a detention center at 
the Campo de Mayo army base. 

Ironically, the army base was the site of a 
clandestine “maternity ward” where foe doomed 
prisoners gave birth. 

Homan rights activists have documented the 
disappearances of 250 babies and estimate that foe 
actual number is twice that high. 

Admir al Massera and General Videla were con- 
victed in 1985 of murder and other crimes per- 
petrated by foe regime, which killed as many as 
30,000 people from 1976 to 1983. The two were 
pardoned and released in 1990. 

Like General Videla, who awaits trial under 
hoose arrest because of his fragile health. Admiral 
Massera is expected to appeal foe arrest order. 


FortheRecord 


The Taleban militia in Afghanistan on Wednesday re- 
leased foe last Iranian prisoner it had been holding since 
August, the official Iranian press agency, IRNA, reported in 
Tehran. Manuchehr Amiri, a truck driver, was handed over to 
an official of the Foreign Ministry of Iran in Afghanistan and 
foe two later left for Iran, foe agency said. {AP) 


The government of Peru this week erased the criminal 
records of more than 400 people wrongly convicted of ter- 
rorism who bad been freed by presidential pardons, a longtime 
demand of h uman rightt -groups. The measures also ended 
terrorism or treason chaxges pending against foe former pris- 
oners and freed them of obligations to pay fines imposed on 
them by military coons. But they have not. been offere4| 
financial compensation for foe years in prison. ~ ■ (AP) 
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The world 


progresses and so 
does its tools 


x 


./r* ,- K “X>' 




.. J 'f ■ ■ ■ .-i-.y 









% 




A radical step in evolution occurred when tools 


first used to make work easier. 


Making work easier has also been our objective in foe 


development of power tools. In 1932, we introduced the 


world’s first power hammer: Then, we created an electro- 


pneumatic motor for- more, efficient and comfortable drill- 
ing and chiselling. Today our range covers 1.8 kg rotary 
hammer drills for do-it-yourself enthusiasts to 27 kg break- 
ers for professionals^ and includes numerous other power 
tools such as drills, screwdrivers, sanders, scrapera, saws 
and routers as well as an extensive range of accessories. -In 
short, for every job we have the right power tooL And, 
given the fact that many erf our power tools are cordless, 
toe freedom to work independently is yours. 


Bosch, We bring innovation 
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built itself into 
f^^Jn cybCTspace largely by sonealing 

S.dSh S i^ Ch ?^ y teena ® ers who want to flirtoti-Sre 
Iwdcuwfor an easy way to send electjr - 

^ “f* 3 ^ IS*- weather and sports scores.. 

Nearly lost in the complexity ofAraerica Online’s deal 
to buy Netscape Communication Coup; is America On- 
toe. s. announcement tinit it will enter an entirelynew 
m a rk e t: - working behind, the computer screen to faflp 
carnmniM <u»i *«? on-line stores. • 




4 


u^tuc un-uuc stores. - 

Netscape already has created software tbatmadeita 
player in providing support for what is known as dec- 
tromc commerce. Bin America Online now says .it has 
ambitions to offer a much wider array of software, 
conspiring and services for on-line merc han ts 
. Most companies that sdl to’ consumers realize that 
they need to get’ into the e-commerce space,’’ said 
America Onfine’s president, Rdxat Pittman, in a news 
conference Tuesday. “We see a major business in of- 
fairigriiem an e»d-to^«Ki solution.’’ . " : _ 

The market is big arid growing bigger by the' day. 
Forrester Research Inc.- estimates that §325 million will 


www.e-commerce.sell 


Electronic commerce - buying and selling through the 
World Wide Web - is growing fast and so is the 
business of creating the tools and sendees needed to 
set up shop oh the Internet 




m 


& 


an additional- $5.3 billion spent on services that range 
&mn graphic design to the turnkey operation of entire on- 
line stores. By 2002, Fbnester estimates-, the combined 
market far eleciromc-commexce services and software 
should tog $35 billion. • ' 

Traci Gere, an analyst at Inte rnational Data Co 
said: “E-conmieice services are the silver hulleltiiat i 

MiaU. nrimnniiutni.. .Ul... .Yl ‘ J 


business opportunities on the Web. The.maiket is grow- 
ing very rapidly r but it is very fragmented-” 

Analysts say the current leader in e-commerce ser- 
vices is International Business Machines Goqx, which 
has a full Hue of offerings fromsophisticated software 
products to consulting. . = 

Other competitors jnclade companies such- as An- 
dersen Consulting, the smn-off firam the Aithur An- 
dersen accounting firm; Section^ Inc„ 

which Tuns, computer systems for big companies, and . 
PricewaterhouseGocpers, which offers accounting and 
consulting separately but uqdet one umbrella. Software 
companies such as Microsoft mid Netscape sellpackaged 
programs, typically wfthlfttie or do consulting.-. 

There are also' plenty of pew companies that have 
sprouted up to provide ekuaronic-comxxierce services. 
Some , like Agency .Com and Organs: OnKne, started 
basically as’ advertising am design firms. Q&c& inr . 
eluding US Web-ana A^ap^ have emphasized pro- 
gramming and coosuking* In feet, Those two sfrainsare 
blurring together, a$ exmylifiedby U S W<*’s peading 
merger -witoi QKSGronpI r • ■ T ^ - <• ~ 

America Ghfine aq*at&~tbsLits advantage in ;;tinS 
increasingly crowded bazaar is- its ability to combine a 


The Merger America OnBne/NetscapeJSun 
Intended to offer end-to-end help for companies with 
hardware, software, space on servers and access to a 
Huge audience of consumers. 

STRENGTHS AOL's reach. 

WEAKNESSES Little ability to provide customized 
consulting and service. . - 


Established Computer 
Services Suppliers 


IBM 


STRENGTHS Already provide wide 
range of information technology 
support for major corporations. 


WEAKNESSES Internet may not 
be hh£iest priority. 


MAJOR PLAYERS 

EDS 

Andersen 

Consulting 

Pricewaterhouse- 

Coopers 

Cambridge 

Technology 

Partners 


Internet Services US Wob/CKS major players 


terns, whichhas joined m AuKai^TJiiIine’s venture into 
electronic commerce engineering. 

* ‘This is the first time anyone hasputa tree end-to-end 
solution that stalls with ffie silicoti ^ and . ends w^fla.flie. 
audience, 1 ’ said Bany Schuler, America Online’^ jm»- 
ident for interactive servioeiL/JWe start with SuaVline 
of servers, then toe commerce tools to build * store, the 
support services to i . " 

line real estate that can (hive the traffic.’ 


Agencies 

STRENGTHS Focus on internet 
.appfichtions and design skills. 

WEAKNESSES Relatively 
inexperienced. . 


Viant 

Scient ; 

Agenqr.com . 
Organic Online 


ana- 


Software Companies Microsoft 

STRENGTHS Packaged 
applications can be used by a wide 
range of businesses. 


MAJOR PLAYERS 
Broad Vision 
Open Market 


lysts say that America Online faces a variety of problems. 
See AOL, Page 18 


WEAKNESSES Little or no ability to 
customize products.. 


Asia and Russia Hit Nestle’s Earnings 


Nevr YerkjbnetSenrke 
Nestle SA, the Swiss food giant, be- 
came the latest European company to 
feel the bile of the eanfflgjag-maikets 
meltdown, announcing Wednesday that 
collapsing sales m Russia and Asia 
would slow profit growth .this yean 
Nestle said food salts in its Africa, . 
Asia and Oceania regions slumped 8.7 
percent from ayear earlier in the first-10 
months of the year, to 10 billion Swiss 
francs ($7.J biffian). In Russa, salai 
plummeted 30 perceatt. Nestle said, 
jtjugh it gave no detailed figures- • - 
July, Nestle reported that sluggish 
sales in Japan and Brazil — -markets that 
had shown abundant recent promise 
as well as a stronger Swiss franc were 
clouding its growth outlook. - . 

At a news conference at N»ttes. 
headquarters in Vevey, Switzerland^ 8 
company said global tcvepne mi he firet 
10 months rose 4 percent, to 59.2btihpn 
Swiss francs from 56.9 hUHon francs a 

year earlier. Nestle said its amrnntme^' 

fc Russia to deliver products at dollar • 


prices calculated before the- ruble’s' 60 
jkareeat plunge in value against the U.S. 
currency, would cutinto earnings. 

Peter Brabeck, who took over last 
. year as chief executive at Nestle, said 
.tigher interest rates in Latin America 
also would weigh' on earnings. He ad- 
ded, however, that continued robust de- 


mand for Nestle products in the United 
States and Western Europe would help 
offset the downward trend elsewhere. 

Mr. Brabeck said Nestle was taking 
“eneigetic measures’ 1 to counter the 
problems, such as introducing lower- 
priced products, developing new dis- 
tribution channels and reviewing costs. 


IHT Opens a Printing Site in Indonesia 


■ International Herald Tribune . 

Ibe International Herald Tribune win 


under-which the new government ad- 
mitted international publicationa; the 


The Jakarta ate is the 17th printsite 
added by the paper, which is jointly 
owned by The New York Thnes and 


The Washington Post 
The P.T. Gramedia presses will 


jo of the IHT 
for morning distribution. Previously, 
the IHT was flown to Indonesia from 
print sites elsewhere in Asia. 

Nigel Oakros, the IHT's managing 
director for Asia-Pacific, said the pa- 
per was “committed to increasing its 
presence in the Asia-Pacific region'* 
and that printing in Jakarta was “an 
important part of our overall expan- 
sion plan, which will further unfold in 
the coming months.” 


CURRENCY A INTEREST RATES 


Cross Rates 

§ - i &*■ 
A»tttarAM US U*B Ug 
DiwiitT 'W .S48 

imuw ■ ua ~-~ 

zJSa iuiW:g! 

sj-.a-’a 
- ‘ S S 

nnd*. taw 

fSg ' S:SS-.S 

sUPM- am »• 


Nov. 25 Libid-Ubor Rates 


Nov. 25 


« Lta BA It'tt *■ 8 IWJ* 

oS Sir - wg. “g J3- 

S’eB-'sffl *u* m vm 

i -rs ss-w « 
S'&ss.a/ass-g's. 

gj££ HSnm ufr - up 

j« 6* — ^ usi* ww - wnr 
*3£ teas- uw »» 

'w-SSS -S-SS 

lJaaim .^n Pbtiu£x»M ^tnaOHTimikisMiMybltieks 

N^aia^ude. 

a; To bofempaam. • 


Fwneh 

Mtar Wtort Fine string Franc Y«n ECO 
l^nontti x>yit-4M ivn-m en-tift 3%-3fr v*-»u 3<vk-39k 

SraocA 5»-» 3JV-3M »i.l« 6*-<5fk 3H-3?V 2V*-3* 

6-muiAi S-SV% 3N-3K 1^-WI Wl-Mt Wt-Wt W-Vu 3 

JW S-5M i M-M !»•!* 6U-6M 3W-3VS V4-W* Wi.3V» 


of St im ton udabnrn tareqvfeal&ft. 


Key Money Rates 


OtheHJoOarValues 

B— e .S.- : S35it’.- 

Aij MtPg umMI jj*s 

USSSL\ (S-. Sg«*L -ffig 

SSSE-Jjj* SSSiM, J?5S 

StS SETl-e--. -ojo* 


Pats <»*» 




He n p en . WO - 

.1 B9 

Urn**** 7JU* 
•9ULW* ‘ . ^ 
.MUrflMT - M 
SAMm* Uizs. 
UuttraUt . tltJS 

Shf« -MSB-' 
m*" : 1,4178 


s-vWr.jMtf 

SJKK.VM 

SWriBSM. 

TBMMS 

ti W iwe .“ 

Triftti aw 

UAEdMM 

.ttMWt 


Ml 
5M15 
1347JJ0 
aicus 
. 33M 
3433 
300M5. 
15727. 
JHU5 


forward Hates 

saner ++» 


Smmct 


»**'. t+tit WJW; 

- -* • - . - ' ' ' , im- 13 iaii<> - i3oxi5. 

^ : » 

2S-«f ■BS-.-"*' 


--**5S2BS SaR5SSS55BK— 


United SMt T«to Pm 

.DtHjoairaln ’ '4K 

Pitete mte - re 7* 

FMHdftnto sat 4H 

ttMar&Pteft *M 

MLSt-dor B-A jW9 4SP 

Pita Mild Pm 

34M8IT-M 4^. 4S9,. 

mTe AM Am 

24WT-OA PMO *M ; A£t- 

MWT-BBla 9M0 AjB . *jU 

MVT-drta 1U«. <71 VI 

iMfT-Mto mi. -433.-4W 
3^Mr T-*Mi ll»» •*»•. 521 
jfP-. * Onr -Ptw 

go oso 

CdB lurntT (ul 0.18 

l-anvft hMMmk MO . flJSO 

MmBifedtelKflK %6S.\aa 

Wedn* . <W. .047 • 
.V^WOWIM 1X0. 0 S 5 

wnanw 

Loa*a*™» ^ 

.cbSbmut J5- 

1Hm Aiateftea* ag: aa 

Xtedfa WteSw* ^ 

MriUaW- *2.^2 

to^eorSmd 4® AM 


MMh 

Bonk Inse rata 




France 


6* HA 
tin Wt 
6* V* 
6Vt 6* 
Hfe 5V» 
4® 4S4 


edmw 

■O At 


130 130 

s* yn 
im m 
M 3VS 
Ml m 
4.12 4.12 




Gold 


JLM. PJ4- OT9* 


Zandi 


buol axis -oso 

2S4.20 awjo -oas 

MnaVkA 296.40 2WJ0 UndL 
US. Ortas perotMCR Lonton otf&al 


pnb-s New t 
Soarce; Beaten. 





Hoechst and Rhone Disclose Talks 


European Drug Giants Confirm They Are Discussing Joining Forces 


Cmnpilai In OtrSieff Front DtipaKluj 

PARIS — Rhone -Poulenc SA and 
Hoechst AG. the leading drugmakers in 
France and Germany, ended weeks of 
speculation Wednesday by confirming 
that they are negotiating a merger. 

A combination of the two would cre- 
ate the world's second-biggest drug- 
maker in terms of sales, after Merck & 
Co. of the United States. Hoechst 's an- 
nual sales are estimated at about S13.75 
billion, with Rhone-Poulenc at SI 1 bil- 
lion. The two companies together em- 
ploy 180,000 people. 

The talks have been under way for 
months, and sources said the acknowl- 
edgment Wednesday could signal that 
an announcement could come soon. But 
Hoechst said there was “no guarantee" 
as to the outcome of the discussions. 

Analysts said such a merger would 
improve the companies' market share 
and bring major savings in the phar- 
maceutical sector by combining areas in 
which they overlap, including cancer and 
allergy treatments. 

Rhone- Poulenc shares fell 4.50 
French francs to 286 francs (S49.94), 
while Hoechst shares declined 3.35 
Deutsche marks to 75.05 DM (S43.90). 
Both companies' shares have climbed 
more than 30 percent in recent weeks 
amid talk that they would merge. 

“Combining to create critical mass in 
life sciences is a good idea,” said Thilo 
Steiger, a fund manager at AXA Fonds- 



Tbe Anraicil Piw 


Jean-Rene Fourtou. Rhone-Poulenc’s 
chairman, sees a partner in Hoechst. 


management But neither Hoechst nor 
Rhone-Poulenc has any blockbuster 
drugs to compete with their rivals' best- 
sellers. Hoechst’s top-selling drug — 
Cardizem, a heart medicine — had $880 
million in sales last year, while Rhone- 
Poulenc’s biood-th inner Lovenox. gen- 
erated revenue of $500 million. Merck. 
Eli Lilly & Co. and Pfizer Inc. all have 
drugs with sales of more than $2 billion 
a year. 

In addition. Hoechst and Rhone- 
Poulenc lack marketing clout in the 
United States, the world's most profitable 
and biggest market for pharmaceuticals, 
analysts said. The combined company 


would rank 1 1th in the United States in 
sales terms, with a 3 percent share of the 
country's $94 biUion market for drugs, 
based on sales so far in 1998, according to 
IMS Health, which publishes figures on 
sales of prescription drugs. 

The companies also have run into 
obstacles in efforts to shed chemical 
businesses as they seek to focus on more 
profitable products. 

A joint business would contain 
Hoechst's and Rhone -Poulenc's key as- 
sets. such as Hoechst Marion Roussel, 
Hoechst's drug unit; Rhone-Poulenc 
Rorer Inc., the French company’s U.S.- 
based drugmaker, and Rhone-Poulenc 's 
Pasteur Merieux Connaught unit, the 
world's biggest vaccine maker. 

One executive involved in the ne- 
gotiations said Rhone-Poulenc and 
Hoechst had agreed on a management 
team for the new company but remained 
uncertain how to structure a merger of 
equals. 

The problem appears to be twofold: 
There is a large difference in the market 
capitalizations of the two companies, so 
if Rhone-Poulenc and Hoechst were to 
merge, the German company would con- 
trol 59 percent of the new entity. But 
executives at both companies are said to 
fear that the French government would 
reject a deal that' allowed Rhone- 
Poulenc 's pharmaceutical holdings to be 
controlled by a foreign company. 

(Reuters. Bloomberg, AP, NYT t 


Deutsche Deal Seen as a Trend-Setter 


By Edmund L. Andrews 

New York Times Service 


FRANKFURT — Deutsche Bank 
AG’s $9.7 billion bid for Bankers Trust 
Corp- of New York is merely the most 
visible sign of a much broader upheaval 
in European finance. 

From Swiss giants such as UBS to 
aggressive acquirers such as ABN- 
AMRO of the Netherlands, big money- 
center banks in Europe are coping with 
intense new competition both globally 
and in their home markets. 

The new pressures are sending more 
financial institutions — banks, insurers 
and mutual fund companies — into one 

another's arms. 

' Many analysts and industry execu- 
tives assume there, will be additional 


trans-Atlantic deals as European banks 
struggle to carve out positions in the 
huge American market 

Part of the pressure comes from Amer- 
ican investment banks, which play a 
dominant role in orchestrating Europe’s 
biggest mergers and help companies 
raise money from global markets. 

But there are other forces at work. 
The introduction of the single European 
currency, the euro, in 11 countries in 
January has increased the pressure on 
national banks to reinvent, themselves as 
European players. 

Meanwhile, profit margins in tradi- 
tional banking areas such as commercial 
lending have declined so much in coun- 
tries such as Germany that banks are 
scrambling to enter more lucrative areas. 
The result is a sweeping realignment in 


European finance. Big insurers are form- 
ing cross-border alliances with commer- 
cial banks. Takeover battles have erup- 
ted between rival institutions: the 
Belgian-Duurh financial firm Fbrtis, for 
example, outbid ABN-AMRO this year 
in the $14 billion takeover of Generale 
de Banque SA of Belgium. And within 
countries, banks are merging to reduce 
their costs and bolster efficiency. 

"There are whole new growth areas, 
and these have caused the banks to 
realize they have to reposition them- 
selves,” said Norbert Enste, a managing 
partner at B. MetzJer Seel. Sohn & Co., 
a private bank in Frankfurt. 


Not surprisingly, Deutsche Bank's 
;ere Tr 


bid for Bankers Trust has prompted 


See BANKS, Page 18 
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FOR ELECTRICITY 
AND ITS APPLICATIONS 



-11 1998 


100,000 m o I solutions!’ 





Electricity systems, communication, services ... Elcc will keep you surprised. Decision-makers in the field of 
electricity and its u se * whether for industrial or building applications come and visit the Elcc International exhibition 
taking place from 7 to 1 1 December 1998 in Paris. 

2,400 finns covering 100,000 m* of exhibition will offer you the right solutions to meet your specific requirements. 
Don't miss the most renowned exhibition in Europe dealing with: 


1 generation, transmission and distribution of electricity 
• equipment for industry 
1 solutions for building 


/ automation and fieid buses 

• lighting 

• healing, ventilation, air-conditioning 

• maintenance and services 


Free admission for trade only. 

Prr- registration Before 16 November 1998. 
Visitor^ guide available on the Elcc 'Web Site. 
Free catalogue distributed to all visitors cm site. 


Elcc Promotion http://www.fr 

e-mail: dcc@elec.fr 

Infoline: +33 1 48 13 29 93 

Td,: +33 1 53 23 99 99 - Fax: +33 1 53 23 99 70 
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NEW YORK — Slocks rose Wed- 
nesday as investors sought issues that 
may have been overlooked during a 
rally to record highs Monday . 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age, which lost 73.12 points Tues- 
day, finished 13.13 points higher at 
9,314.28, and the Standard & Poor's 
500 index ended 3.88 points higher 
at 1,186.87. The Nasdaq composite 
index closed up 19.32 points at 
1,985.20, and gaining issues nar- 
rowly outnumbered declining ones 
on the New York Stock Exchange. 

“Some people have been bolding 
cash, and the market surprised them 
by rising so quickly, so when it pulls 
back, they go back in.” said Joseph 
Stocke. a senior portfolio manager 
at Meridian Investment Co. 

But worries that corporate profits 
might not justify high stock prices 
limited buying, as did profit-taking 
after Monday’s run to record highs. 


Government statistics released 
Tuesday showed that die economy 
grew in the third quarter but that 
corporate profits fell 
^ Markets may be a little ahead of 
profit reality raid Jean-Pierre Hel- 
lebnyck, vice chairman of AXA In- 
vestment Managers. 


US. STOCKS 


But 


rerumem data Wednesday 
showed that consumer spending, a 
major engine of economic growth, 
was still strong. Investors also took 
the report as an indication that year- 
end holiday sales would be healthy 
this year. 

Recent reports also have shown 
that inflation is not likely to be a 
threat, and that helped send the 
prices of Treasury bonds higher. The 
price of the benchmark 30-year is- 
sue closed 12/32 point higher, at 100 
3 1/32, taking the yield down to 5. 18 


percent from 5_2l percent Tuesday. 

“Improving business activity 
doesn’t always fraiyfa t* into higher 
inflatian/’s^ 

Carp. Asset Management “We soil 
expect to see rates beaded lower.” 

Internet stocks were the biggest 
gainers Wednesday, especially 
those linked to ora-tine shopping. 

Books- A-MIUion was the most 
actively traded stock, risin g 8 9/26 
to 12 15/16 after launching an ex- 
panded site on the World Wide Web 
to try to broaden its customer base. 

Eggbead.com, which sells soft- 
ware and holds auctions on-line, 
rose 3 3/16 to 21 7/16, and Onsale, 
which also operates on-line auc- 
tions, rose 16Mi to 60. 

Open Market, ■ which develops 
electronic-commerce software, rose 
5% to 12 7/16. 

Newbridge Networks rose 23% to 
27V4 after the Canadian computer net- . 


forecasts for die quarter that ended 
Nov. 1. Shoos; earnings also helped 


an Slump 

Raises Dollar^ 


winch rose 34 to 18Vt 
JabooL fell % to 209% as in- 
vestors took profits after the stock's 
recent strong gains, but most see 
dips in fee price as a buying op- 
portunity. ... 

Sabratek fell 9VS to 14V4 after the 



medical systems suspended distri- 
bution of rafe of its products after 
meeting wife federal regulators. 
Sabratek also warned that fourth- 
quarter results would suffer. 

Johnson & Johnson fell 2 7A6 to 
82 13/16 after the drugnafazx warned, 
that its 2 999 .jvd& would bc Jess tban 
it phtfbusiy estimated. Regulators 
this week rejected a diabetes drag 
J&Xwas working on, and analysts, 
said the seth ark hlghHg hterithecom- 
pany’s weakness m. drag research. : . 

• (Bloomberg, Reuters, AP) 


NEW YORK — ; The dollar .rose, 
against-fee yen Wednesday amid 
fresh -signs that Japan’s economy 
would not soon emerge from re- 
cession and on renewed optimism 
about U S. economic strength. 

/ Japanese department-store sales. 

fell for the J 8th time in 19 mdnfts, a 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


report showed, and more grim news 1 
is expected in coming days on un- ; 
employment, retail, sales and bous- 
ing starts. -In addition, Japanese! 
political leaders are resisting calls to^ 
cut the nationwide sales tax, whicac^ 
. many economists say would help 1 


Source. Bloomberg, Reuters 


lnicnaUoul Huaid Tribune 


Oil Price Falls 
As OPEC Frets 


Very briefly: 


•'Philip Morris Cos. will take pretax charges of $1.97 billion 
in the fourth quarter for costs stemming from the settlement of 
46 stales' health-care claims against the major cigarette 
companies. RJR Nabisco Holdings Corp. plans a $163.2 
million fomth-quarter charge for the same reason. 

• Pacific Gas & Electric Co. sold four power plants to units 
of two other utilities, Southern Co. and FPL Group Iuc_ for 
a total of more than $1 billion. FPL Energy will buy a 
geothermal plant north of San Francisco for $213 million. 
Southern will pay $801 million for three oil- and gas-driven 
electricity plants near San Francisco. 

•■Dow Jones & Co. will cut costs by firing 118 employees, 
closing offices and using an outside company to handle 
subscription telemarketing for two of its publications. The 
Wail Street Journal and Barron’s. 

• Li vent lnc~ the embattled Canadian theater-production 
company, said the record producer Quincy Jones and H. 
Garfield Emerson, president and chief executive of N. M. 
Rothschild & Sons Canada Ltd-, had quit its board. 

o ABN-AMRO NV plans to buy all the voting shares it does 
not already own in Banco Real S A, the fourth- biggest private 
bank in Brazil. Terms were not disclosed. The Dutch bank 
agreed to pay $2. 1 billion for a controlling stake in Banco Real 
inJuiy. 

• Canada’s industrial product price index unexpectedly rose 
0.7 percent in October because of higher petroleum and 
nap tor- vehicle prices. Economists bad been expecting fee 
irises, an indicator of inflation, to decline 0.2 percent 

°Juse Rodriguez Banda, a Peruvian industrial group, bought 
control of four state-owned electricity distributors for $145.7 
million, 68 percent more than the minimum price set by the 
government 

• Hewlett-Packard Co. said it expected revenue in U.S. 

dollar terms in the Asia-Pacific region to rise 30 percent in the 
year ending in October 1 999. compared with a 4 percent 
decline a year earlier. AFX. Bloomberg, Renters 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK — Oil prices fell 
Wednesday on worries that the Or- 
ganization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries would not be able to take 
firm action to lift prices. 

OPEC members, meeting Wed- 
nesday in Vienna, appeared at an 
impasse after Venezuela reportedly 
said it opposed extending produc- 
tion cats. The split, which delayed 
the official start of fee group’s year- 
end meeting, made effective action 
to lift prices unlikely. - 
The deadlock apparently was 
caused by Venezuela’s announcement 
zo OPEC delegates that it opposed 
extending cuts introduced in June. 

Informal talks about possible ac- 
tion went on for hours behind closed 
doors, past tiie scheduled start of the 
formal meeting. It was not clear 
when or even whether the ministers 
would officially convene. 

The problem: The oil market 
hasn't been this bad in more than a 
decade, and OPEC members don’t 
have a ready solution. 

Crude oil for January delivery on 
the New York Mercantile Exchange 
fell 26 cents to close at $21.86. In 
London, the benchmark Brent crude 
price fell 29 cents to $10.90, the 
lowest level since the contract began 
trading 12 years ago. Saudi Arabia 
fears feat further cuts would deprive 
it of market share if other nations do 
not stop overproducing. Analysts 
say Venezuela, Iran and Indonesia 
are violating output agreements. 


spark a recovery; 

‘ ‘Overall, it isn’t a very good pic- : 


U.S. Spending Again Tops Earnings 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Americans spent more than 
they earned again in October, the government said 
Wednesday, borrowing and dipping into their sav- 
ings, mutual funds and home equity to maintain their 
standard of living. 

The U.S. personal savings rate — savings as a 
percentage or after-tax income — was minus 02. 
percent last month. That followed a rate of minus 0.1 
percent in September and was the lowest since the 
government began tracking the figure on a monthly 
basis in 1959. 

On an annual basis, the rate has not been negative 
since 1933, at the depth of the Depression. But the 
reoccurrence of a negative savings rate does not 
mean the country is sinking into recession, econ- 
omists said. More likely, it shows Americans are 
spending some of their gains from the booming 
stock market. 

Scone analysis had feared the stock market slump 
from mid-July through September would dampen 
consumer spending. But toe Dow Jones industrial 
average bounced back to set a record Monday. And 


rs show consumer confidence rebounded feds 
month after, four' monthly declines, a pro mising -sign 
for holiday sales. ; 

Negative savings occurs when people finance 
spending by borrowing, selling investments, with- 
drawing savings or cashing out part of their, home 
equity when they refinance a mortgage. 

But that cannot go on forever, analysts warn. 
Sooner or later, growth in consumer spending must 
slow to match Income growth. And since consumers 
account for roughly two- thirds of economic activity, 
that means U.S. economic growth should slow sig- 
nificantly next year, they believe. . ' 

So far this year, economic growth has remained 
strong because of fee consumer, even though the U.S. 
trade deficit has been climbing toward a record. - 
Separately, the National Association of Realtors 
said sales of existing homes in October increased 2. 1 
percent to a seasonally adjusted «nnn«1 rate of 4.79 
million. Though short of the record 4.91 million rate 
in July, that stul is extremely strong. As wife personal 
spending, home purchases are being supported by 
tow interest rates. 


Seagull to Join With Ocean in Energy Deal 


Bloomberg News 

HOUSTON — Seagull Energy 
Corp. and Ocean Energy toe. agreed 
Wednesday to mage in a stock 
swap valued at abootSl.l billion, as 
low oil prices force exploration 
companies to find ways to cut costs 
and raise capital. 

The Houston-based companies 
expect to save $45 million a year, in 
part by cutting as many as 400 jobs, 
or 35 percent of the combined work 
force. 


“The combination gives us the 


in a time of low commodity prices,’ 
said James Hacked, president and 
chief executive of Seagull. 

Seagull win issue one new share 
of its common stock for each of 
Ocean Energy’s a pproxim ately 
1012 million common shares, and 
all of Seagull’s 63.4 million current 
shares will remain outstanding. 
Seagull will then change its name to 
Ocean Energy Inc. 


The tax-free merger’will be ac- 
counted for as a purchase of Ocean. 
It values Ocean, at $10.81 a share, 
Seagull’s closing stock [price mi 
Tuesday. The new company will 
have a stock market value of about 
$1.9 billion. Current Ctoeah share- 
holders will own 61,5 percentof the 
new company, and Seagull' sbafe- 
boldera will own 385 pfecertt: • 
Seagull’s shares feu $1.0625 to 
close at $9.7 5, while Ocean Energy 
slipped 75 cents to $950. 


tare in Ja pan,” said Robert Katz, a 
trader at MIB Bank. . 

The dollar rose to 12L7Q5 yen in 
4 P.M. trading from 121.025 yen 
■ Tuesday: 

to contrast to Japcm, the U.S. 
economy is steaming ahead in its 
eighth year of expansion. Personal - 
spending arid income both increased 
m October, while home resales rose 
metre than expected. 

But fee dollar’s gain against the 
Deutsche mark and some other- ' 
European currencies was held back 
after several Bundesbank, officials ' 
indicated that Germany was uu-- 
likely to reduce interest rates before 
- the end of the year. 

“Some people believe there w. 
be a' cat before the end of the 
but I don't think Germany is loo! 

' todestabUite the euro before fee 
of fee year,” said Hugh Walsh, se- . 

: nior .dealer at Comroerzbank. “If 
Europe’s economy doesn't pick up/ 
you'll see an interest-rate cat, but' 
probably sometime in the first • 
quarter of next year.” 

Recem signs of stowing growth in' 
Germany have heightened specu- 
lation feat Germany may yet ease i 
rates to stimulate economic growth 1 
before 11 European Union members 
introduce a common currency, the 
euro, Jan. 1. Germany’s new gov- 
ernment has repeatedly called for 
fee Bundesbank to lower its repur- 
chase ratewinch now stands at 3.30 
percent . . . / ! . 

The ' dollar rose, to ’ 1.7045 
Deutsche marks from 1.7037 DM on 
Tuesday. It also edged up to 5.7133; 
French francs from 52123 francs 
-and gained to i.4100 Swiss francs: 
from L4063 francs. The pound rose- 
to $1.6610 from $1.6601. .. 

(Bloomberg, Bridge News}- 
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Competition 

iliirts Sales 
At Telekom 


EUROPE 


. Deutsche Telekom 

AG, thebiggest telephone company 

•in Bwope, said Wednesday tiarm 

in fee third quarter as it lost 
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Tefokom’s sales had &Uen since the 
Gentian, tefeconaraa^cations mar- 
■ket was fully Hipraliased In Jamuov. 
Sales in .the mtoctear sliced Ck5 per- 
cent to 17 billion Dentsche nw K 
{$9-98 bilHoBX toma year eariwa-. 
That comes after an increase of 43 
pescestfo the .first quarto: and 4.5 
'vaxcnt in the second quarter. ' 
jm Rivals; have grabbed an estimated 
lljjarcent of Telekom's long-dis- 
tance market . share, putting more 
• pressnreon theformer monopoly to 
cuTcoste and losses in other busi- 
nesses. 

Telekom had said last month, in a 
preliminary report, that its third- 
quarter net income rose 31 percept 
Ur 1.05 billion DM. The company 
said Wednesday that nine-m onth m»f 

inconwn»e24peicent,to3.04ba- 

tionDM. 

- - Its shares, however, dropped 4o 
-47.40. DM,., down . .0.951 . after 
Telekom said the profit margin in its 
mobile phone operations shrank to 
- IS percent in the first nine months 
from 22 percent for all of 1997. The 
company attributed the tower return 
to pnee entsofas niuch as 63 percent 
as it seeks to overtake Manaewnann 
'“"1, which operates the largest mo- 
“None service in Germany. . . 
i adeem is preparingtodtishpices 
to. fee long-distance .trade by similar . 
peacenta^totiytoreg^cuEtcBD^ 
lured by its new rivals' dwcoants-Ron 
Sommer, the dnef cxecotive, said fee 
cotq»iywas i hroedtoadQptittconi- 
petitors’ bargain-basement strategy 
■ftw losing more long-distance mar- 
ket share in 3998 than -estpected. 

.... .. ( Bloomberg, AFX) 



s Shareholder Backs Out 


Bollore’ -s Cancellation of Pact Opens Door for New Suitors 


- ComfMtr, 0*r Staff FnmDbpaAa 

^ PARIS — Vincent Before, a 
ranch .busihessexeemive, said 
Wednesd^iiBR^cazictifegac^ 
year-old pact wife Bonygnes SA’s 
management, opening fee door for 
potential snitots mterested m a 
statefo Europe’s hugest ct»stnic- 
tiob group. 

Ttepact, ^tichhad been sched- 
uled to hold force for five 
dipped Mr. BeHore’s 
i at 14 percent 


in Bouygues- rose 
strongly, (dosing at 1,115 francs 
($194.70), np35, because Mr.Bol- 
lore’sexil might allow others to 
buy into .fee company; whose m- 


tejec ommnm' ratirmc 

'“The battle for Bocygnes con- 
trol appears open,’? said Marie- 
Christine Liviaec, an analyst with 
KBC Securities. : 

The two sides have been at odds 
since fee spring, after Mr. Bollore 


criticized Bonygues’s venture in 
mobile phones, through its 
Bqnygnes Telecom SA unit. This 
summer, fee construction com- 
pany’s chairman, Martin Bonygoes, 
aid .his bother Olivier asked fee 
Paris, opasnerdal court to declare 
void fee pact they signed last 
December wife Mr. Bollore. 

A sign feat fee commercial 
court could rale against Mr. Bol- 
lore came this month when the 
Reach stock market regulator said 
it did not consider feat Martin 
Bouygues and Mr. Bollore were 
acting “in conceit" The court 
was scheduled febave a hearing on 
fee pact Dec. 3. 

Mr. Bollore’s decision to cancel 
the accord suggests that he ex- 
pected fee Farts court to rale 
against him, analysts said. 

“The BoQore group decided to 
regairiits freedom of maneuver re- 
. Bouygues’s capital," Mr. 
;’s holding company said. 


In a statement, the Bouygucs 
bothers said they welcomed Mr. 
Bollore’s decision. 

The brothers have 14.6 percent 
of Bouygues’s capital and 22.6 
percent of its voting rights. Mr. 
Bollore had 12.4 percent of the 
capital and 10 percent of fee voting 
rights at fee latest official count, in 
October. 

Some analysts said Mr, Bol- 
lore’s move may mean he has 
adopted a strategy to force the 
breakup of Bouygues. 

“Now Bollore can increase his 
stake beyond fee 14 percent level 
and move to break up fee company 
3S he has always planned to do. or 
sell to someone else." a trader at a 
Paris brokerage said. 

But not all analysts think that 
conflict over strategy will come to 
a head, and some even think that 
discord could end and Bouygues' 
future become more harmonious. 

( Bloomberg . AFX l 


KLM and Alitalia to Form Alliance 


Bloomberg Nem ' 

■^AMSTELVBBN, Netherlands — 

Alitalia SpA are to agree Friday to 
share marketing, ticketing and fuel 
costa ini an altiahce feat stretches 
close to a merger. 

Europe’s fonrfe- and sevenfe- 
biggest carriers will not exchange 
equity stakes under fee pact, which 
will see ihem act as a single unit for 
passenger arid cargo operations and 
may lead to a joint management 
structure for shared operations. 

The alliance wilt involve the cre- 
ation of two companies to control 
passenger and freight, according to 
Alitalia; extending cooperation fur- 


ther than gro up ings lilfp the Star 
Alliance, whose members can sell 
seats on each other’s flights, link 
frequent flyer programs and make 
joint fuel purchases. 

The carriers “want to bundle as 
many activities together as possi- 
ble,’’ said. Richard Brakenhoff, an 
analyst at Kempen & Co. in Am- 
sterdam. “Tbey want to see if they 
can work together first and then a 
merger coaid be a possibility.” 

Airlines are relying mere cm al- 
liances feat alio w them to boost profit 
and expand their networks without 
having to invest in another carrier. 
Alitalia said a pact with KLM to 
share cargo tramc to 16 cities and 


passengers on long-haul routes will 
save it 50 billion lire (530 million) 
next year, close lo 1 percent of sales. 
KLM did not give an estimate. 

Trouw, a Dutch daily, has re- 
ported that both carriers will save a 
total of 730 million guilders a year 
($380 million) from fee alliance, 
citing two internal reports in each 
company. KLM and Alitalia de- 
clined to comment on fee report. 

The KLM- Alitalia linkup aims to 
hit straight at rival associations such 
as fee Star Alliance, fee world's 
biggest grouping, which includes 
Lufthansa and United Airlines, and 
On eworld, which counts British 
Airways and American Airlines. 


Primakov 
A ad IMF 
Stay at Odds 

Reuters 

MOSCOW — Prime Minister 
Yevgeni Primakov vowed Wednes- 
day to take tough measures to end 
Russia's economic crisis, but fee In- 
ternational Monetary Fund's Mos- 
cow representative said the IMF 
wanted more evidence Russia was 
ready to tackle its chronic problems. 

Id a further sign of fee depth of 
Russia's crisis and its needs for for- 
eign assistance. Deputy Finance 
Minister Mikhail Kasyanov said 
Moscow would be able to repay less 
than Si 0 billion of fee S37 billion of 
its foreign debt feat came due next 
year. Mr. Primakov did nothing to 
play down the depth of the crisis in 
his televised remarks, but he said he 
still believed the answer to Russia’s 
economic problems lay in increas- 
ing state intervention- 

Mr. Primakov offered no new 
proposals for turning fee economy 
around. His comments on fee econ- 
omy also clashed wife fee position 
of fee IMF, which opposes strength- 
ening the role of the stare and feare 
Mr. Primakov is steering Russia 
away from economic reform. The 
IMF failed this week to reach agree- 
ment in Moscow on policies feat 
might lead to new credits. 

Martin Gilman, the IMF's rep- 
resentative in Moscow, said fee 
Fund wanted to see a program fear 
would inspire confidence in the gov- 
ernment’s ability to tackle social 
and economic problems. 

■ Deal on Soviet-Era Debt 

The London Club of bank cred- 
itors, representing holders of Rus- 
sia’s restructured Soviet-era debt, 
agreed to let Russia pay $216 mil- 
lion of a $940 million debt payment 
due next Wednesday in cash, wife 
the remainder to be paid with new 
interest-arrears notes, Bloomberg 
News reported from Moscow. 
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Inmnuoaul Herald Tribune' 


Very briefly: 


DaimlerChrysler AG plans to invest 900 million rand 

" M — J — ” — J — ” ’ant in South 

to the region 


($158 million) to expand its Mercedes-Benz plant in South 
Africa, a move that ls expected to bring growth to the region 
and jobs for an estimated 10,000 people. 

• British Petroleum Ca's shareholders overwhelmingly ap- 
proved its planned takeover of Amoco Corp. of fee United 
States. Amoco ’s shareholders are to vote on fee deal Dec. 10. 

• Emerson Electric Co. agreed to buy the 49 percent of in 
Astec (BSR) PLC that it did not already own for 85 pence a 
share, more than twice the British electronics company’s 
current market value. The recommended offer values fee 
whole company at £265 million ($440.3 million). 

• Britain's trade deficit widened to a record £2.50 billion in 
September from £1.28 billion in August as fee strong pound 
and the slump in world markets reduced international demand 
for British goods. 

• Carlton Communications PLC. Britain’s largest com-, 

mercial-television broadcaster, named Steven Cain as its chief- 
executive beginning next year, ending a search feat began in 
September. Mr. Cato, 34, now works at Asda Group PLC as 
a m arketing director. Bloomberg, Reuters 
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AOVs Master of Deals: A Low-Key Pioneer 


By Mark Leibovich 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — Steve Case 
has always been one of the most 
unlikely pioneers on the Internet's 
frontier. 

In a medium moving at a dizzy- 
ing speed, he has been seen as a 
deliberate leader, mote a manage- 
ment wonk than a technology -ori- 
ented “geek.’* In an industry 
whose best-known figures — Steve 


Jobs of Apple Computer Inc., Bill 
of Microsoft Carp, and Lou 


Gates of Microsoft Carp 
Gerstner of International Business 
Machines Corp. — are known as 
strong personalities, Mr. Case is a 
cool, consensus-budding chief ex- 
ecutive. 

But now, Mr. Case, the chairman 
and chief executive of America On- 
line Inc., is at the center of the most 
significant strategic alignment 
since the Internet was popularized 
in the middle of this decade: the 
alliance of AOL, Netscape Com- 
munications Corp. and Sun Mi- 
crosystems Inc. 

“Steve Case will never be men- 
tioned with Bill Gates and Steve 
Jobs as a visionary dr inventor,” 
Paul Noglows, a technology-in- 
dustry analyst at San Francisco- 
based Hambrecht & Quist, said 
after the alliance was announced. 

‘ ‘But when our children read about 
the history of the Internet, they're 
going to be reading about Steve 
Case.” 


The announcement Tuesday of 
the deal, which includes AOL’s 
purchase of Netscape for about 
$4.2 billion in stock, showed that. 
Mr. Case was clearly the man at the 
helm of the proceedings, speaking 
more often and commanding}.]? 
than the Netscape chairman, James 
Barksdale, and the chief executive 
of Sun Microsystems. Scott 
McNealy, both nonnally more ex- 
uberant types. 

“I think it’s clear that Steve Case 
has become the premiere CEO in 
the Internet space,” said John 
Sidgmore, chief executive of 
UUNet WorldCom in Fairfax, Vir- 
ginia, who has known Mr. Case for 
five years. 

No one can claim greater re- 
sponsibility than Mr. Case for the 
commercialization erf 1 the Internet, 
Mr. Sidgmore said. With the AOLr 
Netscape -Sun deal, Mr. Case suc- 
ceeded where many have failed by 
marrying, at least for the moment, 
industry ti tans drat have played rad- 
ically different roles in shaping the 
Internet. 

“This will be biggest single de- 
velopment in the maturation of e- 
commerce,” Mr. Sidgmore said of 
the deal. 

The Internet, be said, was de- 
veloped by many small companies, 
all focused on their own distinctive 
bits and bytes, but now. “For the 
first time ever, you’ll have a diverse 
family of products and technol- 
ogies under the same umbrella.” 


It took a personality like Mr. 
Case to bring these powerful but 
disparate entities together. Bom in 
Hawaii, he majored m political sci- 
ence at Williams College in Mas- 
sachusetts and cat bis teeth not in 
an engineering laboratory but as a 
marketing executive at PepsiCo 
Inc. and Procter & Gamble Go. 

In a realm defined by dizzying 
technological change and tum-on- 
the-dime decision-making, Mr. 
Case is said to have never lost sight 
of long-term views and forging 
consensus. 

He is described as the technocrat 
politician more than the entrepre- 
neur. This approach might not be as 
glamorous, but it may be better 
suited to long-term success, friends 
say. 

“Other technology executives 
seem to have blinders on,” said 
George Vradenburg, AOL’s gen- 
eral counsel “Steve has 360-degree 
vision. He integrates a lot of views 
when he’s making decisions.” 

While Mr. Vradenburg describes 
Mr. Case as “paranoid” about 
what AOL’s competitors are doing 
— a kind of badge of honor in 
technology after the Intel Corp. 
chairman. Andrew Grove, titled his 
autobiography “Only the Paranoid 
Survive” — be said Mr. Case never 
acted rashly. 

Bat Mr. Case can match the 
monomaniacal credentials of any 
executive, some say. “Hie man 
eats, sleeps and drinks this com- 


pany,” said James Kimsey, AOL’s 
ch qfr7nan emeritus and founder. 
Mr. Kimsey added that Mr. Case 
was “much more at home behind a 
keyboard than a podium.” 

Mr. Case had a boyhood dream 
of building a company that shaped 
public consciousness, Mr. Kimsey 
said. The latest deal represents its 
most d rama tic manifestation. 

“I’ve always respected that 
Steve has never sold out along the 
way," said Mark Warner, man- 
ting director of Columbia Capital 
brp. in Alexandria, Virginia. 

“ A lot of companies and a lot of 
CEOs might have declared victory 
a long time ago and moved on," 
Mr. Warner said. “But he has 
stayed to true to his vision. 

Mr. Warner called the deal that 
was announced Tuesday the best 
example of Mr. Case’s “stepping 
up to the plate.’' 

Mr. Case assiduously shuns any 
discussion of his personal role in 
bringing together two Silicon Val- 
ley powerhouses, Netscape and 
Sun, or his place in the building of 
the Internet. 

“This is less about Steve Case,” 
he said briskly in an interview 
Tuesday. “When the dust settles, 
hopefully, people will look back 
and say that we built a medium we 
can all be proud of." 

In recent months. Mends say. 
Mr. Case has paid closer attention 
to AOL’s role as a cultural, political 
and social phenomenon. He has 
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Steve Case is dearly at the' 
helm of the proposed «IKanr?i 


become more visible in local polit- 
ical causes — notably, joining a 
technical advisory board to the 
governor of Virginia, James 
Gilmore — and many of AOL’s 
senior executives have become ac- 
tive in civic and technology ad- 
vocacy groups. 

Mr. Case said this activity had 
been driven by a growing aware- 
ness of the mteroet’s power in 
shaping the world. He is trying to 
evolve with, the industry md the 
era, he said. 

But when asked whether the Net- . 
scape dud, with all its possible 
ramifications, would have any 
bearing an his own life, Mr.’ Case , 
answered, predictably, * ‘No. V 


AOL: New E- Commerce Leaded 

..Continued from Page US: 


Jtf" 


.Chief among- fhemiswfaefter it canappear to have 
consistency, focus and ’faflow-riroogh foal corporate cus- 
tomers demW- 

“AOLis not the fim compa ny that pomcgloiny nnn&wtejg 
it comes to basmess-^ali^sofbva^e,’ 'said Robert Cha t ham^ 
a senior analyst wifo rarester Research- 

Its decision to keep Netscape as a separate unit and. offer 
' dectKMric-comoaerite services lapartneKhip wfth Sun will not 
enhance its credibOity. Mr. Chatham said. “AmericaOtiKaff 
'doesn’t took tike a homogenous vendor,': be .added. “It looks 
liVyr customers will have to tangle with a nctenage-ktrois pH 
AOU Netscape ai^ San.” . V, -' 

Not have- Internet service providers and other Jxdecomr: 
municatioas-oriented companies shown much evidence. Ms* 
Gere of luternaiiriaal Date said, that they - are cap ab le qf 
offering the highl y specific customized services that big 
corporate clients demand. . - - -".iv.-- . *h 

^etecomnmrdcatkms companies .that, try to do 
efficiently fora latgenumber of customers have not been 
to offer customized one-to-one relationships," she said. 
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driven to the e-conmterce business because companies 


approached it wanting to sell their goods needed more 
than simply advertising on-rfine- “We are finding people who 
are expert mrunning faricks-aod- mortar stores are fimited by 
their infras u nctnie,” he saidL ^Tbey have an on-line store, but 
their square footage is.too smalL”. . 

Even befo re (be Netscape deal; America Online was moving' 
to provide some dtectrcanc commerce software and .services, h 
has been rewriting the software that lets companies open on-line: 
stores to be based on universally aecipted Internet-standards* 





rather dum foe specific computer language used only, on Ament 
ica Online. This new software, which now .will be combined 


with Netscape's on-line store services, wiD be available foe 


S imilarly , AOL has developed a service that fete users 1 
create a file wfth their credit cazd'niimbds- asd^ shipping’ 
address so theycanmake on-line pnrehases without retyping 
all that information each time. America Online is woriang to 
offer it —for afee— fe stores bn foelsroader lntauet. -■ -.t 
_ Some competitor worry that America Online’s dectrook? 
commerce services may simpiybe a device to sell its software) 
and hardware. ‘The challenge is to prove that cheats are 
getting the best possible solution foe their business,” 
Robert Gett^foe chief executive, of Viant “If they offer t 
.and Netscape and Sun, their answer is a bit tainted.-” 
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BAP^tfwopXooib Abroad 


Continned from Page 15 


speculation about other big (teals. DresdnerBank AG, whkhf 
owns foe ini ffgU i ng^it bank Dresdner Kteinwort Benson, haa> 
acknowledged that it is interested in American acquisitions^ 
Other TOstittitfonsmay feel pressure too, analysts said Credit 


UBS, wlnchis still i 
wish Swiss Bank Coup., may 


Where does Paribas stand, one year after 
completing the largest ever restructuring 
operation in the histoTy of the French 
banking industry? 


IMol 


bank for ECU/Euro-denominated bond issues 


Tslol 


among French banks for return on equity. 


. have an appetite for a.U.9/ 
investment bank_ Thoogb UBS has an American base in asset 
management; ’Warburg Dillon Read, its investment banking 1 
business, is not m foe top tier of Wall Street firms. ,T 

Behind foe cbess-Hke machinations? lie deeper probtems. 
Except for Credit Suisse Group, whhfo owns Credit Suisse first 
Boston^ European -oo pn ng ci al banks have had littie success, 
when they lave bougtit Wall Street iavesbnent banks. InL 

l ~w^3tTv^t Kan1rii^ With-rt!itTy4ianf!gAri gnpmrtar A-ailm«lfwr s and. 

sttatospbcric salaries, iemaii|s alien to the gmdg jgr “untvdtsalt’ - . 
hanks that am bnilt a mnnd ft artifinnal lending activities. ?? 

. - “It’s an open question as to.wbefoer the 'endgame a* 
containing foe two foin^tmder (me roof is WOTkable,” saw 
Clans Lo we, chairman:irf Jvl*. Morgan & Co.'s German office. 
“Tbe cniarrc in retail consHfiier banking and wholesale iri?r 
yes tmeateheihkiag amrjgst^Qa M re BBM t :^ .-a o: 

Analysts aztd mdnstiy executives: have been almost unfe, 
formly critical about DeutscheBank' s attempt to buy Banker^ 
Trust, which derives mod: of its income riom investments 
banking activities blit is not big enough to compete directly 
with Wall Street’s biggest firms. Jre 

“ft is foe management challenge from. heU,” said Peter 
Thome, a banking analyst at Paribas Capital in London. ?> 
European banks and insurers may well be more ftxmsed oho 
deals with one another than with WaD Stntet finns. Marqd 
institntioBs have become fixated on theidea Of markt^mg banlk 
services and insurance forongh. the same channels, and Euro- 
pean insurers have a web of cross-shareholdings with banksT 
- For instance; Commerzbank AG, Germany's fourth-1 
bank, recently exchanged a 5 parent stake with Aasia 
Generali SpiA; a big Italian insurer. Besides givii 
companies newcharmels to. market theirproductsin ] 

! many bankers say the deal provides Commerzbank 
white knightto fiend ^off takeover attempts. V 

But so far. most of foe bigdeals have been between banian 
within individual countries. In Italy, Credito .Ifoliano.5pA: 
acquired the rival Unicredito forabout$7 billion this year. T 


tv, . 


i' 

r. 
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European direct investment portfolio with 
Paribas Principal Investments. 


Vcreinsbardc AG and Bayerische Hypodietea- A Wechsetr 
Bank AG, maged to fonn Bayerische Hypo- & Veremsbanfe 
AG in a deal that created Gemrany’s second-largest ban^ 
Several Scandinavian banks have reached deals io merge, -v, 
‘ : The action is not over.^ ^ ^ — : ' * 


k.'. * ■- 

v .... 






reemt years has been ABN-AMRO, which has acquired busi-^ 

iimmc in' nwief EWmIum. — r _ J • ■ jSl. 


Nol 


bank in France and in Europe, 

7 fil worldwide for Securities Services’'*. 


, nesses in most Euriqjean countries and unsoccesSfnlly aE: 
tempted &$12 billion hostile takeover of Geneaale of BebziuirLl 


S',. 


* 


- ; ■ j jt — -t — --- — — r— . — — wvansHgv imiH across 

Europe, and it acquired a Michigan-based savings Stan-* 

dard Federal Bancorp., for $1.9 billion two yeara ago. - - ' 

With fetal assetsfef about SSOO bfllion, the Dutcbiank S 5 
now in foe same le^ue as Gdniany 's biggest institu tirais. - ^ ^ 
In some cotuuriea, political obstacles continue to block 3 
many bank mergers. & Germany, 80 percen t of the ipni* 
industry is con trolled by either noiqirofit cooperatives orlySi^* 
owned institutions. Private banks such as Deutsche Baukatffi 
Dresdner Bank AG are essentially prohibited from buying] 
■ these institutions.' . r - 

In Ranee, goyemment leaders con trace to blocfc foretari 
banks from taking oyer French institutions. Even loss-plagued* 
Credit Lyomiais SA, -which the government is desperately L 



among European banks for consumer finance 


in France with “Banque Directe”. 






t-a 




0 


nly French bank to boast “primary dealer 
status in the United States and Japan. 


countries; . . . , 

V ' in a way is a clos«i shop,” said Mtehad Kteav* 

German, bank a^b^t at SaLOppenhcim in Frankfort ‘^They 

, dou t want toseUfoeiFsilverfe foreigners, but they dotfthave 
! enough money to really eater Germany.” 
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K0REA.2 In Severe 7 Recession 

Continued from Page 1 ..-.. ^ ; 
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-Source: Capital DataBondare 
"Sources: GSCS Benchmarks, ICB. Institutional Investor 
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austenty conditions as a result ' _ ^ 



Paribas 


Paribas is regulated by (he 5FA for the conduct of its investment business in the United Kingdom 
Paribas Investor Relations 

3, me d* Antic, 75002 Paris - Franco - 33 1 42 986535 - Internet: http :/ Avww.paribas.com 


rep^^rom Soafo Korean offi^Is, 

bmion and ^f 

““ ^feting 

cStent : “T^ey I 

I The Bank of Korea oted % 

10 g»ney and i 

tmemj^toymeat tateond • 

Many foreign analysts pre dfot pot- 

recover from recession until afba 20dQ^^!t^S?^?vS , 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 



-? ISI^MABAD—^- Pakistan and fee 
iateEriafiODal Monetary Fima agreed 
Wednesday on ;a.$53.bfflionres^ 
j^dfcage^ ’ending monifi& of negofi- 
gjions that staBcd after Pakistan car- 
ifeddat nuclear -tests jaMay.- 
irTOe IMF: package wifi enable 
Pakistan: to avoid deSix&&tie its $32' 
•Kllion debtaad cads mnntbs ofeco- 1 
Sfefiic nacertamiy ■ _ dmmg ■ which, 
prfdstan-s stock rnariot pfenged to 
record tows, foreign investment dried 
ri said jitteiy Pakistani invest*** 
J&yed oat of the aariset 
giTbepackage includes $3.5 billion 
in taw renaming, $133 bafficoin 
Rfens fioin the IM^the World Bank . 
fiSdtheG Asian Development Bank, 


and $400 .miflion in loans from nj- 
dividtial countries. Finance: Munster 
Ishaq Bar said. 


al from the IMF board of directors^ 
Xbo bailotit package also coroes 
wito a number of conchas,. wbidL 
include stroccarai reform iatfre- bank- 
ing sector, tax refbam to increase the 
.cowmy’s tax base and Tevenne as 
’well as .a provision' to try to 1 reduce 
conuption.; " 

•■*‘B is a:hame-groWn program/* 
Mr. Dar said: “It has not been imr 7 
JXMtedfrwn any other country,* 

The bigj^ hurxlk to the-baikrat 
package was. remoVed earlier this 
tnonth when the Umted States agreed 
to ..support a one-time deal . for 


Pakistan despite sanctions imposed 
on both Pakistan ami neighboring In- 
dia after the nuclear tests in May. 

The country needs new money im- 
mediately as its foreign currency re- 
serves have plunged to about $400 
■ million after the economic sanctions 
crimped the flow of dollars to the 
: country. Pakistan did not even have 
■dollars topay the $13 billion in loan 
: repayments doe this month, analysts 
'.said;. 

A failure to get IMF funds could 
have resulted in a default on billions 
of dollars in debt, pushing the rupee 
and the stock market lower and trig- 
jgering a recession and political un- 
' Test,' analysts said. 

; After starting the day lower, stocks 


a? 


"aiwan to Run Bank Amid Inquiry 


- Bloomberg New 

s. TAIPEI — - The govenuncaat took 
over toe management of Taidumg 
Business Bank on Wednesday and 
haired' its chairman’from leaving the 
country after the regional bank made 
toans.Jo six -companies connected to 
. te-pavenh-- - v 

..'‘An- investigation imp the matter, 
which follows toe. collapse of two 
Taiwan finance co mpanie s and a 
Bering by Moody’s Investors Sex- 
tite Inc. or credit ratings on. 10 Tai- 
wan banks, helped send bank stocks : 
trimbling and sparked a 3 percent fell 
hr the benchmark stock index. 
^Taiwan's central bank lejit toe bank 
Boo' Taiwan dollars ($277.4 ma- 
fia: i-monto after what it called 
[ withdrawals” Wednesday 


by depositors. Hie loan was made “to 


pastors’ rights, ”toe central bank said, 
and win be cpSatetalized with reserves 
kept at toe central bank 

Taichung Business Bank lent 103 
billion dollars through its Taipei 
branch this month, a fivefold increase 
front the previous month, according 
to local new* reports. Thie. Finance 
Ministry said 7!45 billion dollars of 
that went to six companies linked to 
the unlisted Kwang San Group, which 
has a controlling stake in toe bank 

‘ ‘The money lent to the six compa^ 
nies — r that, money won’t be twnmg 
back,” said Jenny Hoang, a banks 
analyst at Fubon Securities Invest- 
ment Trust Co. 

While the buses won’t sink 


Taichung, other banks face “latent 
problems” with such lending to 
shareholders, she said. 

- . Taichung was placed under (he 
control of toe Central Deposit In- 
surance Corp., a government agency 
that guarantees bank deposits, and the 
bank’s chairman, Tseng Chettg-jen, 
will not be allowed to leave the island 
until toe investigation is complete, 
the-Mmistry of Finance said. 

Mr. Tseng is also chairman of 
Kwang San Group, which last month 
took a controlling stake in Commer- 
cial Bank and replaced some of its 
board members, analysts said. 

Finance Minister Paul Chiu said 
Taichung Business Bank was sound, 
with a capital-adequacy ratio of 13.8 
percent 


rebounded on news that toe finance 
minister was about to announce the 
package. The benchmark Karachi 
Stock Exchange Index of 100 shares 
climbed 2.52 points to 1013.75. 

Mr. Dar said the deal was good 
news for Pakistan and would not result 
in a further devaluation of toe 
Pakistani rupee, which now stands at 
56 rupees per U.S. dollar in the open 
market 

He said Pakistan had shelved an 
earlier agreement for 52.5 billion 
from the Islamic Development Bank 
“because the conditions were very 
harsh.*’ He said the interest rate being 
charged by the Island c Development 
Bank was too high. (Bloomberg, .AP) 

■ Japan’s Economy Faces Dip 

The International Monetary Fund 
projects Japan 's economy will contract 
almost 3 percent this year as the coun- 
try tries to pull itself out of recession, 
according to Michel Camdessus, the 
IMF managing director. Bloomberg 
News reported from Madrid. 

“We think this year is going to be 
seriously negative, almost 3 percent 
negative,” Mr. Camdessus said in a 
speech to a financial conference. 
“We expect next year will be just 
around zero” growth. 

That is worse than toe IMF pro- 
jected two months ago when it said 
Japan’s economy would contract 2.5 
parent this year and post 0.5 percent 
growth in 1999. 

“We expect toe trend will continue 
toward recovery toe following year 
bat this isn’t certain,” Mr. Camdes- 
sus said. “This creates obviously a 
not very promising situation for toe 
countries of Asia that need Japan to 
get them out of grave” economic 
difficulties, he sail 


New Glitch 
Hits Trading 
In Tokyo 

BloorrJxrrf; Sc* s 

TOKYO — The Tokyo 
Stock Exchange’s futures and 
options trading system failed 
Wednesday for a second con- 
secutive day as a computer 
programming error shut 
down trading in the last 
minute of business. 

The glitch prevented the 
exchange from setting a clos- 
ing price on Japanese gov- 
ernment bond futures for 
December delivery, said Mir- 
suru Suyama, director of toe 
trading systems department 
of the exchange. 

The exchange recently up- 
graded its derivatives trading 
system to address technical 
difficulties associated with 
toe year 2000 computer bug. 

Persistent systems failures 
would be a serious blow to the 
exchange, which is preparing 
for looming competition with 
privately run electronic trad- 
ing systems. 

“We're planning a thor- 
ough inspection,” Mr. 
Suyama said. 

“We introduced toe new 
system confident there ’d be 
no problems, but in after- 
thought it seems we didn't 
lest toe system sufficiently.” 

The problem Wednesday 
occurred when a routine pro- 
cess involved in setting toe 
closing price on the bond fu- 
tures contract failed. 

The exchange is waiting for 
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a report from programmers at 
Hitachi Lid., which de- 
veloped toe computer system, 
Mr. Suyama said, adding that 
the exchange planned to rem- 
edy toe problem overnight to 
enable normal bond futures 
trading Thursday. 

On Tuesday, trading in fu- 
tures and options contracts on 
government bonds and stock 
indexes was suspended soon 
after trading started. 

While exchange officials 
were not immediately able to 
find toe cause of the failure 


Jn!cnuiir*u) HcrzJd Tritmtc 

Wednesday, Mr. Suyama said; 
it probably had nothing to do; 
with the bug that caused the! 
trading halt Tuesday. 

That problem was caused- 
by a glitch in the computer: 
program that controls trans-; 
missions between the ex- 
change's host server and cli-1 
eat servers at brokerage firms; 
dial are members of toe! 
Tokyo market, exchange of-; 
ficiaU said. That problem; 
may have been related to tests! 
conducted over toe weekend,; 
they said. 
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CM: Opelsfor Thailand 


Bloomberg News 

BANGKOK — General 
Motors Corp. said Wednes- 

landwould produre Opel cars 
When it opeaed in mia-2000. 
.’-The world’s largest auto- 
maker saidit would announce 
Monday which of the models 
designed, by its Gennan- 
based Adam Opel AG unit toe 
Thai factory will build. 
xGM has been slow to de- 
{tide exactly what to do with 
i& new Southeast Asian pro- 
duction hub as recession 
deepened across toe region: it 
initially planned to invest 
$750 million in the plant but 


company .said Wednesday 
toattoe f ‘fest car produced in 
tote GM Thailand assembly 
centcx” wouIdbean Opel : 

GM picked Thailand two 
years ago for ihe plant, over 
the Philippines, making a 
delayed entry into a country 
where a dozen of ha inter- 
national rivals already have 
produc ti on facilities. 

Japanese automakers, led 
by Toyota Motor Cop/ and 
Isazd Motors Lrd^Tkfld a 90 
percent share of toe Thai mar- 
keL Vehicle sales in toe coun- 
try fell by two- thirds in the 
first 10 months of this year. 


though . sales rose. 23 percent 
; that by a third. Iftoenput , — their largest monthly gain 
dc toe opening by ayear. : in two years —xn October. 
-JThe company - has ■ alae.: --CM'S plant is i n ffay ongj 
taken its time deciding what, about . 120 : kflnrn rt fera Jj5' 
to build. It first atmoutteodi tirade^ aontoeastxrfi^angkofc?- 
plans for a midsized Opel jn thesamfr industrial pakis 
sedan, bat reports this ytiJEr ^ $500 miaino jcdnt veatnre 
suggested it was leaning' .to- between Ford Motor Co. and 
ward something cheaper, pos~ .-Mazda . Motor : -Cojgp.", The 
sibly a small utility vehicle. . Ford-Mazda factoay opened 
iJn May, tbe corapany said about ^ three ^ months ago and 


it was re-examining the 
choice because an CfeeFnu^ti - 
bp too expensive for . weak 
Asian economies. But the 


makeaspickup trades 
•/ Vt^cswagejiAG lastmotuh 
surpassed: Opel as toe best- 
selfing carbraudin Europe. 


Very briefly: 


ken HBJ Proprietary Co. predicted its first-half profit 
l fell “significantly’ ’ because of a production stoppage 
Bass Strait oil fields and a slump m steel demand and 
uxfity prices. BHP has.cut production at ns Australian 
products division by 14 percent 


iliou ringgit ($1583 minion; rnrougn u 

aid be^ exdranged for FSber shares m five years. 

Csnrir Boldines Ltd. plans to take advantage of felling 

IS^The Hong Kong-based company is alrosjashing prices 
’as much as 40 percrat in some Asian markets. 

orthwes* ^riinw Cm rSbay b pw^S^^ Ltd * 
ilpprne Ajrhnes InctonCatag _ A mopoasd 
akLa Phfri^nne- this week over con- 

, carrier. Bloomberg, Knurs 
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ith 

advantages 


such as these, 
the future is bright. 


PARIBAS, 

A SPECIALIZED 
INTERNATIONAL 
BANK, 

COMMANDING 

LEADING 

POSITIONS 

in Europe. 


The merger with Compagnie Bancaire (Cortal, Cardif, UFB Locabail, Arval, Cetelem, 
UCB and Banque Directe) has redefined Paribas’ corporate structure. The largest 
restructuring operation in the history of the French banking industry (FRF 25bn), 
this merger has strengthened Paribas in its different business activities. Paribas, an 
international bank, present in more than 60 countries, has adopted a strategy of 
specialization in growth markets. Its three core business lines - Investment Banking, 
Asset Management and Retail Financial Services - offer risk control and 
diversification accross geographies and products. One month before the introduction 
of the euro, Paribas has the means and the financial resources to build a business 
capable of generating future growth for its shareholders. 



Paribas 


Paribas is regulated by the SFA for the conduct of its investment business in the United Kingdom 

Paribas Investor Relations 

3, rue d'Antm, 75002 Paris - France - 33 1 42 98 85 35 - Internet: http-7/wvw.paribas.com 
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Investing Isn’t Child’s Play, but There Are Ways to Get Them Started 


; By Jane Bryant Quinn 

” W ashington Pat Service 

WASHINGTON — Mutual funds in 
tile United Stales are pitching to parents, 
u/ging them to teach children about 
investing through special “kid invesr- 
njient” programs. 

■ But parents should think about it be- 
fore they climb aboard, analysts say. In 
fwo of three cases, the “kid” bit is a 
marketing ploy. The funds are etching 
their brand name into tomorrow's con- 
sumers. And they are angling for parents 
for grandparents) who ore planning to 
make college investments. But if all you 
ytantistogiveyourchildrenastart, there 
arc other ways. The children's funds do 
offer some colorful educational mate- 
rials. But to cover the cost, they charge 


higher expenses than average. 

The mutual fund that is the most 

focused on children is the 15- 

raonth-old First Start from USAA 
in San Antonio (telephone number 
1-800-531-0553 in the United States). It 
looks for companies whose products or 
services children might know. 

There are familiar names: Gap Inc., 
Hershey Foods Corp., Walt Disney Co., 
Microsoft Coro., McDonald's Corp., 
PepsiCo Lie., Campbell Soup Co. Other 
stocks will be mysteries, however, un- 
less children look them up (Medtronic 
Inc. for pacemakers; Schlumberger Ltd. 
for oil-milling equipment). 

The prospectus is written as clearly as 
these things get — although it is still 
parent material, not for 10-year-olds. 

“Your life is full of all kinds of real 


WALL STREET WATCH 

cool stuff,” writes Curt Rohrmazx, the 
35-year-old fund manager, as be in- 
troduces two of his stocks. “Are you 

ja rnmiiT to the times with Clear Channel 
Communications?'’ (a company that 
“owns a ton of radio stations”). 

Minimum investment: $3,000 for in- 
dividual accounts, $250 in custodial ac- 
counts for minors, $20 a month if the 
money is moved automatically from 
yonr bank account Annual expenses: 
1.65 percent 

The four-year-old Young Investor 
Fund from Steinroe in Chicago (1-800- 
338-2550) comes with an activity book 
(money games for parents and children). 


a newsletter with adult vocabulary 
and other educational materials. 
“In all frankness, maybe we 
should have called it just the In- 
vestor Fund, because the parents 
read the material as well and need edu- 
cation just as much as the kid,” says Erik 
Gustafson, 35, co-manager of the fund. 

This fund invests in Steinroe’s nor- 
mal Growth Investor Portfolio, which 
does not specifically search for child- 
friendly stocks. Steinroe says only that 
65 percent of the portfolio is invested in 
companies that “directly ctr through one 
or more subsidiaries affect the lives of 
young people.” 

So die newsletters, not the funds 
themselves, are really the kid stuff. Min- 
imum investment: $2^500 for an in- 
dividual account; $1,000 for a custodial 


account; $100, fotiowied’ by '$50 . a 
mooth/fcraii automatic -investment 
plan. Annual expenses: 1.43 percent 

Both First Start and Young Investor 
are no-load funds, meaning there is no 
initial sales co mmiss ion But then: ex- , 
.peases are higher than those of other ' 
large, no-load growth funds. 

American Express Financial Ad- 
visors provides a progriuhcalled "Kids,' 
Parous and Money” to investors in its 
30-ycar-oId IDS New Dimensions fund. 
American Express touts the fond as hav- 
ing child-friendly stocks. In trudvir is 
an ordinary growthfund lhat owns Nike. 
Inc., Coca-Cola Go., Mattel Inc. and 
other names children might know. 

Minimum investment $2,000 for In- 
dividual accounts, $500 for custodial 
accounts, $100 a month for automatic 


U’l'" 1 


investment plans. New Dimensions is> 
load fund, meaning that sateScramnS^ 
sions are built in. . 

Gregory Galecki, a planner at Ga- 
ledd Financial Msaagomear in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, says thatif you .wantto 
teach kids about stocks, give them Mc- 
Donald’s or Disney shares and letmem 
follow the company. If ywrwantthemto 


ws trn^ goto mutual funds. 

Carol WHsoa, a planner at. Wilson 
Financial Advisors in Salt. Lake Cityj 
says that: she uses Steinroe Young In- 
vestor to get-kids' attention bm that any 
long-term growth fund will do. 

Ms. Wilson suggests: Buy your child 
shares in. your own mutual fund, sd 
you’ll have a common investment tp 
talkabouL 
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Small - Cap Rally Loses Steam 

Funds in the Shares Are Down 2.67% in 13 Weeks 


> By lanthe Jeanne Dugan 

fe/i.iijii"! po*t Service 

NEW YORK — Hass the 15 minutes of fame 
come and gone for Wall Street's small stocks? 

* In October small-caps, laggards since 1994. 
were suddenly the darlings of Wall Street After 
hitting their lows Oct. 8, the Russell 2000 index 
of small-company stocks surged 28 percent in 
just 20 trading days, outperforming big compa- 
nies by an average of 10 percentage points, ft was 
the biggest spurt in such a short period since the 
index was begun by Frank Russell Co. 20 years 
ago. 

“Jt looked as if market leadership had re- 
versed and small stocks were Finally going to 
have their day in the sun,” said Paul Greenwood, 
who is director of small-capitaiizatioQ invest- 
ment for Russell. 

“ But the glory was. short-lived. Since the be- 
ginning of November, small stocks have given 
back about 3 percent of the gains, while blue- 
chips surged back to health. The Dow Jones 
industrial average hit a record high Monday, 
^though small stocks generally have greater 
growth in earnings, they lack whai Wall Street 
professionals call liquidity — the ability to easily 
buy and sell shares without huge swings in 


prices. “Professionals buy with one eye on the 
door,” said Michael Lipper of Upper Analytical 
Services Inc. “They want to be able to get out 
fast.” 

In the last 13 weeks, he said, growth funds 
were up 3.08 percent, while funds invested in 
midsized companies were up 0.42 percent and 
small-cap funds were down 2.67 percent “You 
can see size still makes a huge difference,'’ Mr. 
Lipper said. 

But Mr. Lipper predicted that if the market turns 
down again, the liquidity for big-corapany stocks 
would dry up, because everybody would be trying 
to sell at the same time. “But the decline we had 
wasn't long enough or steep enough for something 
like that to happen,” he said. 

Following three interest rate cots by the Fed- 
eral Reserve, the Dow industrials are up about 1 8 
percent for the year. The Russell 2000 index is 
still down more than 9 percent 

“It seems to have become a rest period for 
small stocks.” said Jonathan Steinberg, a New 
York investor who recently began Indi 500, a 
small-cap fund Lhat invests in companies whose 
market values are $100 million to $2 billion. 

At the beginning of the year, Mr, Steinberg 
said, the fund outperformed Che market. But 
recently it has been in lockstep with die Russell 


U.S. Company Insiders 
Actively Buy Shares 

Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — U.S. executives are buy- 
ing shares in the companies they work for at 
the strongest pace in almost eight years, even 
as the stock market reaches new highs. 

Company insiders — executives, directors 
and big individual investors — started snap- 
ping up shares when the stock market bot- 
tomed out in August and September. They 
continued to buy at about the same level as 
the Dow Jones industrial average rebounded 
and rose 20 percent in six weeks. 

Typically, insiders sell shares more than 
twice as of ten as they buy. But over the past 
eight weeks, insiders have been buying 
shares an average of almost twice as often as 
they have been selling, according to Richard 
Cuneo, editor of the Vickers Weekly Insider 
Report. Analysts said this could be a sign the 
stock-market rally will last 


2000. “There's still this liquidity-driven nature 
of the market." he said. 

Small-company stocks tend to do better at the 
beginning of an economic recovery. And since the 
last quarter of 1994, small-caps have been lag- 
ging, as baby boomers poured money into compa- 
nies with names they knew and foreign investors 
gobbled up household names. “It’s been down- 
hill ever since then,” Mr. Greenwood said. 
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iwestors Four Into U.S. Equities as Stocks Near Bmirds 

Bv Edward Wvatt - shares. Through Monday, stock funds 

' were receiving hew investments at a. monthly 

: : rate Of oeariySI 3billion, according to Trim Tabs 

NEW YORK — US. mutual-fund investors Financial Services, which tracks mutual-fund 
had little stomach for making new investments .cashflows. .. . _ . 

while the stock market was jittery and share •* Moreover, several of the largest sellers of 
prices were down, but money' is' flowing into • mutual funds reported significantly stronger 
equity funds again now thatstodcs have returned cash flows- Charles Schwab .& Co. has solg 
to near-recordlenitoiy. about $1.75 billion of stock funds to investors 

The Investment Company Institute, a mutual- ' this month, it said Tuesday; in the previous twi} 
fund trade group, reported- Tuesday that $25 months, money flowed out or measured just & 
billion flowed into stock funds in October, the few million dollars of net deposits. ‘ 

second-lowest monthly total in seven years. ' ' / Both Fidelity . Investments and -VangiwO 

Nearly all the money-flowing into equities this ’ Group also have repented heavy purchases T5P 
month continues to go intpfimds that invest stock funds so far this month. * 

primarily in American stocks; international As the stock market gyrated from August into 
rands, which suffered net withdrawals in each of October, mutual-fund investors demonstrated a 
toe past three months, appear to be barely break- growing interest m bond funds, generally a more 
ing even in net flows. - conservative category of investments. Last 

October was the third consecutive month of -month, bond foods had $4.6 billion in net new 
greatly reduced cash flows for stock mutual deposits, down from $5.6 billion m September.- 
funds. After receiving an average of $21 billion . Hybrid funds, which invest in. stocks and 
in net new investments in each of the year’s first bonds, saw investors withdraw. $258 miltion last 
seven months, mutual funds lost $1 1 billion to month, compared with withdrawals of $518 mil- 
investor withdrawals in August, then saw $63 lioniri Sqrtember.But money-market funds, geni 
billion of new cash investments in September. . .. eraHy the safest place for mutual-fund investors; 

But after stock prices cootinued their rebound received neariy $46 biliian innew. deposits last 
late last month, investors again returned to buy- month, six times their September intake. * 


NEW YORK — - U.S. mutual-fund investors 
had little stomach formaking new investments 
while the stock market was Jittery and share 
prices were down, but money; is' flowing into ■ 
equity funds again now that stocks have returned 
to (M^-iecord'teniuny. 

The Investment Company Institute, a mutual- 
fund trade group, reported Tuesday that $25 
billion flowed into stock funds in October, the 
second- lowest monthly total in seven years. 

Nearly all the money-flowing into equities this 
month continues to go intpfimds that invest 
primarily in American stocks; international 
rands, which suffered net withdrawals in each of 
the past three months, appear to be barely break- 
ing even in net flows. 

October was the third consecutive month of 
greatly reduced cash flows for stock mutual 
funds. After receiving an average of $21 billion 
in net new investments in each of the year’s first 
seven months, mutual funds lost $11 billion to 
investor withdrawals in August, then saw $63 
billion of new cash investments in September. ... 

But after stock prices continued their rebound 
late last month, investors again returned to buy- 
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' The, project is schedaledtobe com- 
peted in ^DOl'anfl would be toe first 
•$ags^:?ew pipeline in fee region. ft 
vroifdd cbtaject fcfi Tengiz oil field to a 
fesiaaportontheBi^i: Sea. 
r While: ; tbe agreement Tuesday rej>- 
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^resources rtf Hie Caspian, it is also 
fire - : Russian : -govexanaKiitV 
■struggle to regain credibility with for- 
investors and business people. 
^/Wktfc Rnssia inthe grips of a financial , 
crisis, foreign investors have been flee- 
ingindroves. The nation's banking sy&r 
torn is vntoally" paralyzed. The 
£a*. "feved notice that it- will seek to 


eiti o?! companies have also seated badt 
w iWi n g Urff- 

The accord Tuesday is intended to 
that Prime Minister Yevgeni Pri- 
jpaktiv’s left-leaning .team is still car 
pabteof doing' basine&s with ai m- 


creasing skeptical West It will also 
hririgbafirwKtg dollars in taxreveaue to . 
Russra r s cask-starved govecament 
... Buttbereis plenty of work needed to 
. torii Ta^dsv’&acctHd into a reality. . 

is stifi along way to go,” said . 
; Ripjmwl ' Matato*; presided of Chevron 
Overseas .Pfetitieeast Tnc^ a mut of 
CIjcvrai<}oij. ‘_‘We have not built the 

gipdBne has a tangled 
history, ft has b^imder discussion for 
die betterpartofadecude. Atstake were 
huge prafitsfbrU.S. oQ companies, 
greater political independence from 
-Moscow and revenue 

for Moscow. 

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia and 
; pfesident Nursuhan Nazarbayev of Ka- 
zakhstan agreed rtmt the pipeline should 
' beba2tinT996.Bulittomc another two 
' yeara to iron-out toe details* 

ft is hanfly-tfaepnly pipeline project 
being pianwett- The united States and 
■ Turkey are also pressing die construc- 
tion of a separate pipeline from Baku, 
tbe coital of Azex&jan, to die Turkish 

to figh tcompetitiOTi from the new Ten- 
giz pipefrneby reducing tanker traffic 


through the Bosporus, the strait between 

foeBUwfcSea and the Sea of Manuara, 
and raising transit fees. 

Still, the accord was an important 
breakthrough- While Chevron and other 
oi l companies are investing $20 billion 
to develop the Tengiz field, transpor- 
tation has been a major problem. 

Much of the crude is dripped b]j 'train. 

. The new plan is to ship ft along a 1,450- 

kilometer (900-mile) pipeline to the 
Riisswui portofNovonwsiysfc There, it 
will be loaded onto ships for die West. 

' The goal is to load the first ship before 
: My 1999.Thc capacity of the pipeline 

- win be 67 million tons a year, but the 

■plan is to reach a level of 28 milhon tons 

- a year before the end of 1999. 

. “Tbe Tengiz oil field may be fully 
developed only after this pipeline has 

been built," Mr. Primakov said. He also 
said that many oil companies think this 
oil region is even richer than die Gulf, 
but added, “I personally doubt this.” 

Budding the pipeline will cost some 
$2.3 billion. More than $854 mDlion is 
to be spent next year. But Russia will 
ultimately earn as much as $23 billion m 
tax revenue from tbe project. 

Under the agreement, the Caspian 
• Pipeline Consortium will oversee the 

* ■ . Vk - ■ O A (*K*irO ftf 



Sale of Philippine Phone Slake 
Marks ‘Sad’ End to 31-Year Saga 


Verybriefly: 

i]$ppon life Insurance Co^ Japan’s 
^^st .hfe insorex. plans to reduce its 
fiokfings fcfdtomestic securities and seek 
higher returns abroad. The insurer said it 
, jdtanned to. cut its stockholdmgsand said 
^anesc interest rates were too low to 
increase domestic bond investment The 
company . said it' would buy more se- 

t- nriti ai' deno minated m foreign curren- 
cies but would keep an eye ou fbreagn- 


*Hoog Kong’s Futures Exchange cut 
margins on Hang Seng Index fetures by 


more dum 20 percent two days after 
Sfrjgpjpore . launched a competing cook 
tract The ads, wfajkft reduce margins cm 
Hang Seng Index, contracts, to 63,000 
Hong Kong dollars ($8,130) per contract 
from 80,000 dollars, were made to tty to 
in cre a s e v olatdity in die market. 

• Amsterdam’s exchange plans to co- 
operate closely with the Brussels and 
Lnxfanbourg bournes, starting Jan. 4, 
with the bonnes’ members having di- 
rect and mutual access to each of die 
markets. . • Roam, Bloomberg 


and Oman, 7 percent. Other shares are 
w»M by oil companies, led by Chevron, 
which has 15 percent, and also ineftufinga 
venture of Lnkofl and Arco, 125 percent; 
Rnyal Dutch/Shell Groop and RAO Rost 
oeft, a Russian oil company, 75 percent; 
ENI SpA of Italy, 2 percent; BG PLC of 
Britain, 2 percent, and the Qiyx Energy 
Company of Dallas, 1.75 percent 

■ Pipeline to Get World Bank Aid 
A $ 2.5 K m in n gas pipeline stretching 
from Turkmenistan to Turkey will be 
built by 2001 with the help of World 
Bank financial aid. President Sapar- 


MOhnl Marti/ Tbe AmoiSiihI Pb=b 

Mr. Matzke, president of Chevron 
Overseas Petroleum, speaking in 
Moscow on the Tengiz accord and 
the Caspian region’s oil resources. 

murad Niyazov of Turkme n ista n said 
Wednesday, Reuters reported from 
Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan. 

Mr. Niyazov made tbe r emar ks dur- 
ing a meeting with the speaker of tbe 
Russian Duma, Gennadi Seleznyov, 
that was broadcast on stale television. 

“The gas pipeline, which is to cost 
$25 billion across the Caspian, will be 
financed by the World Bank.” he said. 

The U.S. Export-Import Bank has 
aim said it wouJfl help fund the project. 

Mr. Niyazov added that the pipeline 
would be completed in two years with 
construction over by 2001. 

The 2,000-kilometer pipeline would 
cany gas from Turkmenistan across toe 
Caspian Sea through Azerbaijan and 
Georgia to Turkey. 


Bloomberg Sews 

MANILA — More than three de- 
cades ago, Ramon Cojuangco led a 
group of Filipino businessmen who 
bought control of Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. from GTE Corp. of 
toe United States. 

That era came to a close Tuesday 
when Mr. Cojuangco’ s son Antonio, toe 
president of toe largest Philippine phone 
company, sold toe family’s shares to 
First Pacific Co. 

First Pacific — a Hong Kcmg-based 
company owned by toe Salim group of 
Indonesia — paid S750 million for the 
17.2 percent stake in Philippine Long 
Distance. Mr. Cojuangco will make an 
estimated $450 million on the trans- 
action. . , . 

“It’s sad because of toe nostalgia 
we’ve built up over the past 31 years, 
said Antonio Meet, 75, a corporate law- 
yer who participated in toe 1967 
takeover and sold his shares Wednes- 
day. “You’ve got to break clean." 

Philippine Long Distance shares 
have gained 47 percent since Sept. 14, 
when they hit a low for toe year. On 
Wednesday, toe shares closed at 1,025 
pesos (S26.02), down 30. 

Times have changed since an obscure 
law forced GTE to sell its stake in Phil- 
ippine Long Distance to toe group led by 
the elder Mr. Cojuangco, a deal hailed as 
a triumph of Philippine nationalism. 

In 1993, toe government broke toe 
company’s monopoly by handing out 
almost a dozen new licenses. 

In a preemptive strike against its new 
rivals, the company started a program to 
install l milli on phone lines in an at- 
tempt to wipe out a backlog of more than 

, 500,000 applications. 

But toe 70-year-old phone company 
[ has struggled at times in recent years to 
prove it can thrive in a competitive 
l environment Philippine Long Dis- 
tance’s average cost per line is still 
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$2,000, double the industry aY e £gL e 
Mr Coiuangco, who will become 

replaced asges^t 

bv the managing director ot rust pa- 
cific. Manuel Pangilinan. The 
also will force out toe chief finanraj 
officer, Edgardo del Fonso, and Alex 
Flores, head of purchasing. 

Philippine Long Distance s opera- 
tions have begun to show wear and tear 
from toe economic slowdown, rising 
borrowing costs and declining interna- 
tional calling rates. The Philippine econ- 
omy probably slipped into recession in 
toe third quarter, the government said. 

The phone company's third-quarter 
profit rose just 1 .6 percent, to 2.2 billion 
pesos, as interest expenses and pro- 
visions for doubtful accounts surged. _ 
On Wednesday, Duff & Phelps said it 
ma y cut toe company’s credit rating 
because of changes in toe company s 
operational and financial strategies 
* * toat are anticipated to occur under new 
management," 

■ Family Sells Banking Shares 

A director of toe Bank of the Phil- 
ippine Islands sold almost all of his 
family's stake in toe toird-largest Phil- 
ippine bank to foreign investors for 3.47 
billion pesos ($88.1 million). . 

The Araneta family sold 44.5 milhon 
shares, or 5 J percent of toe bank, at 78 
pesos each. ABN-AMRO Asia Secu- 
rities Philippines Inc. handled toe sale. 

The Aranetas, who have had three 
generations of members as bank ex- 
ecutives, said their decision to sell re- 
flected the family’s growing interests 
outside toe banking sector. 

With most of toe demand for toe block 
coming from overseas. * ‘it's a good sign 
for the country," said Benito Araneta, 
who represented the family’s interest as 
a director of toe bank. “We believe it s 
toe best bank and will continue to be toe 
best bank in toe Philippines." 

November 25, 1998 I 
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Sports 


World Roundup 


Sampras Downs Moya to Reach Semis 


PSV Prevails, 3-1 


SOCCER Ruud van Nlsrelrooij, 
the top scorer in Dutch soccer, 
scored a hat-trick as PSV Eindhoven 
downed HJK Helsinki, 3-1, Wed- 
nesday in the Champions League. 

Visiting PSV struck in the 30tb 
minute when Chris van der Weer- 
den centered from the right after a 
throw-in and van Nistelrooij headed 
in the goal at the far post At 67 
minutes, HJK was caught by a coun- 
terattack with Luc Nilis playing a 
perfect pass to van Nistelrooij, who 
scored easily on the breakaway. 

One minute later, HJK replied 
with a penalty. Then, nine minutes 
from the end, Van Nistelrooij was 
tripped by an HJK defender. Ville 
Nylund, and scored from the pen- 
alty spot for his third. 

• Spanak Moscow and Sturm 
Graz played to a scoreless draw in a 
Champions League Group C 
match. Host Spartak dominated 
throughout the game but didn't 
ha ve many scoring chances. (AP) 


The Associated Press 

HANNOVER, Germany — 
Pete Sampras is playing too well to 
have to worry about figuring out 
the intricacies of the round-robin 
format. 

After beating Carlos Moya, 6-3, 
6-3, on Wednesday, Sampras was 
not even aware that he had 
clinched a place in the semifinals 
of the ATP World Championship. 

* 'That's nice to hear,” Sampras 
said after being told that he had 
secured a place in the last four. 
“It's certainly a good feeling to be 
here over the weekend.” 

Sampras is seeking to become 
the first man to finish the season 
ranked No. 1 in the world for six 


UEFA Backs Krakow Ban 


SOCCER European soccer's gov- 
erning body Wednesday affirmed a 
season-long ban from European 
soccer imposed on the Polish dnb 
Wisla Krakow over an alleged 
knife-throwing incident in a UEFA 
Cup match last month. 

The Polish club's lawyer, Re- 
inhard Raubali, who disclosed the 
decision by the UEFA appeals 
committee, said the rejection of the 
Krakow appeal was “a sporting 
and a financial disaster” for the 
club. 

Raubali said he did not dispute 
the details of the OcL 20 incident, in 
which UEFA says the Italian mid- 
fielder Dino Baggio was struck by a 
knife thrown from the stands and 
needed five stitches to close a head 
wound. But Raubali said the sea- 
son-long ban was too severe and 
that it should be softened. 

UEFA imposed die penalty be- 
cause it said Krakow's security 
should have stopped the knife from 
being brought into the stadium, but 
Raubali said security had been very 
good. 

Polish police have detained a 19- 
year-old man in the incident. (API 


years in a row. 

Marcelo Rios, the only player 
who can threaten Sampras, trails 
by 33 points in the computer rank- 
ings and has to do better than 
Sampras in the elite season-ending 
championship that brings together 
the top eight players of the year. 

But Rios, who was not sched- 
uled to play Wednesday, lost his 
first match to Tim Henman and is 
battling a back injury. He now has 
to win his next two round-robin 
matches to reach the semifinals 
and stay in the chase. 

The eight players are split into 
two groups and Sampras and Rios 
cannot meet until the semifinals. 


“It helps,” Sampras said of Ri- 
os losing the first match. “I'm also 
helping myself by winning. I can't 
really be too concerned about what 
Marcelo is doing. 

“I have to concentrate on my 
matches. If I take care of things 
myself and go out and win, then it 
should be hopefully good 
enough.” 

Referring to Henman, Sampras 
added: “But I must admit I was 
rooting for the Englishman yes- 
terday.” 

Sampras was good enough to 
beat Moya in only 62 minutes. The 
French Open champion had beaten 
Sampras in a group match here last 
year bat Sampras went on to win 
the $3.5 milli on event for the 
fourth time. 

On Tuesday, Sampras was 


retja was leading. 5-7, 6-3, 2-1 
when Agassi quit. 

Agassi was practicing with Cor- 
retja on Monday when he fell and 
hurt his back and has been . re- 
ceiving shots and other treatment 


1 Veterans for Sweden 
The defending tidist, Sweden, 


wifi rely mainly on veterans in the 
Davis Cup final against Italy in 


“It was definitely painful even 
this morning in my warm-op,” 
Agassi said. “I needed to give it a 
go, at least try to keep the points 
short. But I hit a swinging volley 
and when I twisted it was just like 
somebody stock a knife in me. 
Pretty soon it got quite point- 
less.” 

Agassi, who won the event in 
1990, said he would wait until 
Thursday before deciding whether 
to continue the tournament, which 
is possible under its round-robin 
format. But he added that he would 


Davis Cup final against Italy in 
Milan on Dec. 4-6,-The Associated 
Press reported from Stockholm. 

The team's captain, Carl-Axel 
Hageskog, announced a quartet of : 
old hands including Jems Bjork- 
man, Magnus Gnstafxson, Niddas 


Kulti and Magnus Norman. 

Although Hageskog would not 
divulge his battle plan, it is likely 
he will use Bjorkman and Kulti in 
the doubles. In the singles, 
Hageskog has at least three players 
at his disposal 

Thomas Johansson, currently 
Sweden’s highest-ranked player at 
No. 17, is suffering a strained 
knee, but could be included on the 
team if his condition improves. 
“Thomas has to undergo one more 
session for treatment — he’ll join 
the others in Monte Cario a day 
later,” Hageskog said. The other 
two candidates are Gustafeson and 
Norman. 

Bjorkman, currently ranked 
24th, is the highest ranking player 
on Sweden's team, followed by 
Gustafsson at 31, Norman at 52 
and Kulti at 293. The Swedes said 
they would wok out three or four 
days outdoors on clay in Monte 
Carlo. 


equally impressive in dismissing 
Yevgeni Kafelnikov in straight 


be surprised if he played again. 
Although Agassi has surged 


sets. 

“Last year I must admit I felt a 
little flat,” Sampras said. “This 
year, with the ranking up for grabs. 
I just made a concerted effort to 
come here a little bit early and 
prepare as best as I can. It's ob- 
viously a very big week for Mar- 
celo and L " 

The second American in foe 
field, Andre Agassi, retired in his 
opening match against Alex Cor- 
retja because of aback injury. Cor- 


back to hit the No. 4 ranking this 
year after falling as low as No. 141 
at the same time last year, he has 
not done well at major tourna- 
ments. 

“The year has been great for me 
in many respects, but the great 
tournaments have been pretty dis- 
appointing,” Agassi said. “I've 
worked really hard and had to 
grind week after week to get my- 
self in position, only to struggle 
when I got into position.” 



Andre Agassi hitting a backhand return to Alex 
retja at the ATP World Championship in Haim 


French Foreign Legion of Soccer Stars Revels in Champion Rolq 


By Peter Berlin 

haermiional Herald Tribune 


M ONTE CARLO — The French 
like the phrase. They have 
spent four months rolling it 
round foeir tongues to get used to the 
sound. Every Sunday night, when 
French television shows highlights 
from foe soccer leagues of Spain, Italy. 
England, Germany and even Scotland 


have involved clubs from the four 
leagues — Spain, Italy, Germany and 
England — that have dominated Euro- 
pean competitions. 

Cynics could point out that not all 
World Champions are equal. Every 
World Cup winning team has a few 
players who are fortunate to have been 
m foe right squad at foe right time. In 
France’s case, that means pretty much 


every attacker and four of foe six World 
Champions who played in Monaco on 
Tuesday are attackers. Furthermore, 
France’s steadily growing success in the 
UEFA Cup h as coincided with the 
weakening of that competition as more 
clubs from foe top nations are allowed 
into foe Champions League. 

Indeed, the attempts by France's 
biggest clabs to pull themselves into 


Europe's elite have only led to money 
trouble. Bordeaux drove itself briefly 
into bankruptcy, Paris-Saint Germain al- 
most did foe same and Marseille, which 
broke France's drought and won the 
Champions Cup in 1993, was relegated 
from the Franco first division foe same 
year for bribing opponents. But foe prob- 
lems of foe big teams have helped then- 
smaller rivals. Since 1993, five different 
clubs have won foe French league. 

Of the 27 players used" by foe two 
teams during foe course afTuesdayeven- 
ing, 22 are qualified to play for France. 
.The six World Champions were never on 
die field at foe same time. Christopbe 
Dugarry, the Marseille striker, left, amt 
after an hour, before Thierry Henry, foe 
Monaco striker, came off foe bench for 
his habitual late cameo. 

Robert Piles , die Marseille striker who 
looked so ordinary in the Wodd Cup, 
was again brilliant at club level, although 
he was clearly injured. He founded a 
crisp opening goal past Fabien Barthez, 
the World Champion goalie, after a neat 
flick by Florian Maurice, but limped off 
in the second half. David Trezeguet, the 


Vantage Point 


No NBA Hoops in Sight 


basketball Bargaining in the 
NBA lockout came to a complete 
halt Wednesday as the two sides 
announced that foeir next negoti- 
ating session had been called off. 

“Saturday’s meeting is can- 
celed.” said a league spokesman, 
Chris Brieiua. “There are no fur- 
ther talks scheduled. 

The new squabble concerns foe 
details of a so-called breakthrough 
made in a 9 hour negotiating ses- 
sion last Friday, as well as com- 
ments by a union attorney earlier 
this week that certain rules changes 
the league is seeking are a “dad- 
killer.” { AP ) 


foe phrase pops out — delivered with an 
endearing mixture of pride and 
amazement — whenever certain mem- 
bers of France’s immense foreign legion 
appear on foe screen: Champion du 
Monde. 

Only seven members of the 22-man 
team that won foe World Cup for France 
play in the French league, yet their 
victory seems to have carried over to foe 
elute, giving an added measure of self- 
belief to foeir steady improvement over 
the last decade. Six of those seven 
staged a little reunion Tuesday when 
Monaco and Marseille drew, 2-2, in foe 
third round of foe UEFA Cup. 

It is a measure of French dubs’ earli- 
er lack of success that foe match on 
Tuesday was foe first meeting between 
two members of the French league in 
any European competition. In just over 
four decades of play, there have been 44 
previous encounters between two teams 
from the same country. Of those, 42 



Chiistophe Dugarry of Marseille, 
left, ami David Trezeguet of 
Monaco clashing in the UEFA Cup. 


teenage World Champion, blasted the 
equalizer from a penalty after Laurent 
Blanc, foe Wodd Champion center back, 
had yanked down Victor Ikpeba, a Ni- 
gerian striker. In a brief non-French in- 
terlude, Titi Camara, a Guinean striker 
for Marseille, pounced on a horrible emw 
by Phxilipe Leonard, Monaco's Belgian 
defender, to restore foe Marseille lead. 

Early in foe second halfr Ludovic 
Giuly brought Monaco level again with 
a neat shot from foe edge of foe penalty 


The game was hardly an. advertise- 
ment for foe new improved French soc- 
cer. A few moments of inspiration were 
mixed with long periods of mediocrity 
and large dollops of staggering in- 
eptitude. 

“We mixed die good with the I don’t 
know what.” said Jean Tigana* .foe 
Monaco coach. 

The ball certainly bounced oddly on 
foe Stade LouisU grass — - many of foe- 
Marseille players complained about it, 
The players and foe referee — who gave 
out 12 yellow cards and two red cards — 
became distracted by local vendettas. 

Even so, it was difficult to believe 
foal Monaco was the same team that had 
eliminated Manchester United and then 
scared the shorts off Jnventos in the 


Champions League last year. And of 
course it isn't. Its midfield axis of Ali 


B enar abia and John Collins has been 
lured away to Bordeaux and Everton, 
respectively. It has struggled to cope 
with foe high level of injuries in this 


post-Worid Cup seasoa. The match 
' marked the second appearance this sea- 
son of Martin Djetou. Djetou, like 
Maurice, was one of the unlucky four ^ 

•who were cut frem foe French squad jqjt Q 

before the Weald Cup started, 
whose ill luck has continued since. ^ 

Monaco’s ability to compete »£t 
Enroipe despite its tiny fan base has been 
remarkable. But then it has as advantage 
over other dobs in the french, league — 
itasa't in France. Perhaps it is an et- 
ample of what French enterprises could 
achieve if neither forty nor foeir workers 
had to pay french taxes and social 
charges - — and if every citizen were 
rich. On. Tuesday, Marseille had foe 
support of 5J300 traveling fens. 
may not all have ccme straight from thsjt 
city’s docks and housing projects, rat 
tiiey^eartJiMily- acted as if they did 
Monaco had Linda Evangelista. ' ’ * 

■ After-Maurice was sent off fbr^a 
second two-footed lnngeat Barfoez, foe 
game became a tittle fractious: Wfien 
Camara collided with Barthez, nearly 
all foe players gathered in the Monaco 
penalty area for an ill-tempered dis- 
cussion group which ended with a red 
card for Fanck Dumas, the Monaco de- 
fender. After foe fuss died dow£, 

Barthez and Camara embraced as a con- 
ciliatory gesture. The Monaco fens«£- 
foose who weren’t disguised as 
seats — politely clapped this 
gesture. The Marseille fans, 
into one end of the ground, yowled 
disapproval „ 
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SPORTS 


NFL Teams 
Want a Piece 





At 84, the Battle of DiMaggio’s Life 


Cancer Surgery Is Confirmed, and So Is a Hero’s Vulnerability 


New York Times Service 


By Thomas George 

New York Tones Service / 




C'NEWYORK — 


^mes have became such a tradition in 
Ajs National Footbafi League that teams 
•other than Detroit and Dallas would like" 
special serving of the day’s sweets — ' 
Especially the competitive edge-' ibat 

■fey say is allowed me hosts.;. .. 

V Only the Detroitlions andthe Dallas: 
Cowboys are hosts for Thanksgiv ing 
Pay games, Detroit almost every year 
Jfrce 1934 and Dallas all but two years 
vMe 1966. Detroit hasa 29-27-2 record 
on. those games; Dallas is 20-9-1. 'Their 



N EW YORK — In the press room 
of Yankee Stadium not long ago 
I saw Joe DiMaggio sitting at a 
table with a few friends. Even in repose 
he looked elegant, still trim in his dark 
suit, hair graying and thin but neatly 
coiffed. 

I was reminded of a remark by Henry 
Kissinger when be sax near DiMaggio in 

the owner's box in Yankee Stadium. 
The Yankees had lost a playoff game 
and Kissinger, on (he way out, bad said, 
“Joe, put on a uniform — they can use 
you.” In the mind's eye, Joe still could 


Vantage Point/ ImBhmw 


feed on. “For a while, it was touch and 
go, but be has been showing steady 
improvement,” Dr. Barron said. He ad- 
ded that the prognosis for DiMaggio 
was “guarded” because ofhis age.] 
One wonders whether the man who 
once hit in 56 straight big-league games, 
a record that has stood for 57 years, can 


summon the energy and, perhaps, the 
requisite miracle to regain full health. 

Even before his admission to the hos- 
pital, DiMaggio's name was in the 
news, in an indirect fashion. The Y an- 
kees’ sterling center fielder, Bemie Wil- 
liams, the American League's leading 
hitler and Gold Glove fly-chaser, heir to 
DiMaggio and Mickey Mantle, and a 
free agent, has been in controversial 
negotiations with the Yankees. Willi- 
ams is as distinguished a ballplayer, if 
not as iconic, as his famous prede- 
cessors. 

It is difficult for fans to imagine that 
their athletic heroes are vulnerable to 
everything human. 

The youth of the ballplayer, or, some- 
times, even the coach, is eternal, if only 
in photographs and film — DiMaggio in 
his baggy pinstripes is still rapping out 
hits in his familiar long stride and 
sweeping stroke of the bat — and in our 
memory. 

Red Holzman can still be seen in that 
fashion in the huddle, instructing Bill 
Bradley and Walt Frazier, and Weeb 
Ewbank may be forever visualized dis- 
cussing strategy with a mud-splattered 
Joe Namath on the sidelines. In that 
sense, Coach Holzman of the New York 
Knicks and Coach Ewbank of the New 
York Jets, who both died recently, re- 
main vital to us. 

And the former Yankees pitcher Cat- 
fish Hunter, because of the Lou 
Gehrig's disease he has, may soon lose 
such control in his muscles that he will 
be unable to even grip a baseball. Such 
thoughts seem to fall off the radar screen 
of our comprehension. 


Ka Lntndte A*MdMcd PhM 

Shane Doan overshooting Chicago’s goal, defended by Jocelyn Thibault. 


lope after a fly balL 

When I saw DiMaggio then, I related 
to him an unfortunate incident that 
happened to him some 45 years ago and 
that he didn’t know about. 


% Opposing NFL trams say that the 
; short turnaround - — playing on- the pre- 
kVious Sunday andlheh baying to travel 
<to Detroit or Dallas to play bn Thanks- 
| giving — gives the Lions and the Cow- 
4x>ys a competitive edge. . 

5 The thinking gpes that the Lions and 
Jthe Cowboys are moreused to tire short 
■wink week. lions and Cowboys players 
'and coaches are supposedly more toned 
rfor the annual clash than fee opposing ; 
'.players because the opponents change 
■every year. - 

t- In recent league meetings, .several 
■owners discussed the idea of rotating the 
■Thanksgiving games among NFL sites 
{each year. Basically, they were told to 
‘sit flown. 

, 7 ^ome traditions, it was decided, were 
u, jsth keeping. 

♦'’“Detroit plays host- to. the Pittsburgh 
.Steelers on Thursday, and the Min- 
nesota Vikings visit Dallas. 

All the teams playing on Thanks- 
giving Day this year remain in playoff 
contention. Detroit, barely. Pittsburgh, 
mightily. And Minnesota and Dallas? 
Both are the gravy this day. Both are 
division leaders. Both will use fins game 
as a test playoff. Both will offer viewers 
a festive affair. 


I was a small boy growing up h 
Chicago in the 1950s, I told him, anc 


The Associated Press 

KeiB 1 1kachuk scored twice and as- 
sisted on Jeremy Roenick’s decisive 
goal, giving Phoenix a 3-2 victory over 
the Chicago Blackhawks — a sixth 
straight vieray-for Jhe bod: Coyotes and 
the longest whining streak in the league. 

Phoenix' is now 10-0-2 in its last 12 
games — the second-longest unbeaten 
streak in franchise history. The Coyotes 
could tie fbefhnctaise mark they set as 


NHL Boon duf 


the Winnipeg Jets during the 1984-85 
season on Thursday against New Jer- 
sey. 

-The game Tuesday also was 15th in a 
row in which the Coyotes held oppo- 
nents to two goals or less. . 

Tony Amoote and Ethan Moreau 
scored fbrChicago, but were not able to 
give the Blackhawks their 2J)00th vic- 
tory. Chicago is L999-2.098-7 50 since 
joining the NHL in 1926. 

- Bka*s 4, ri>iitnf o Pavol Deraitra 
had a goal and.two assists, and Jamie 
' McLennan got his first shntout-of the 


season as St Louis beat visiting 
Nashville. . 

McLennan is the backup for the in- 
jured Grant Fuhr, who is sidelined for 
four to six weeks with a groin strain. 
McLennan left the game Saturday after 
one -period with back spasms, but 
showed' no signs of stiffness Tuesday 

a gains t the Predators. 

' Scott Young, A1 Maclnnis and Pierre 
Turgeon also scored for the Blues. 

Unite 4, Lig h tning 1 Ray Bourque 
scored a power-play goal daring a four- 
goal third period as Boston sent host 
Tampa Bay to its sixth straight loss. 

Bourque, who has scored 10 of his 11 
points on fi je power play, got his second 
goal of the season with 5:41 remaining. 
. Dmitri IThristich, who added two as- 
sists, had tied the game 1-1 on his team- 

leading 11th goal with 17:40 left in the 
third period. Khristich has four goals 
and eight points in his last three games. 

Steve Heinze had a breakaway goal 
with 16:53 remaining and Kyle McLar- 
en scared wifi) 1:19 left. 

Brent Peterson scored the Lightning 
.goal at 2:39 of the first period. 


aware of the DiMaggio legend, as was 
anyone else who followed baseball in 
America. I had written to the Yankees 
for a photograph of him, was sent a 
glossy head shot with him in his base- 
ball cap, and nailed the picture to my 
bedroom walL The unfortnnale part, I 
mid DiMLggio- was that I hammered the 
nail right through his forehead. 

“You did?” he said, wincing. 

“Looks like it's OJK. now,” I said. 

“Oh yeah,” he said. “I heal fast.' ’ 

Wednesday marked DiMaggio’s 
84th birthday, and one wonders whether 
be can heal as he lies in a hospital in 
Hollywood, Florida. 

[DiMaggio was improving steadily 
after lung cancer surgery, The Asso- 
ciated Press reported. 

[Dr. Earl Barron, the lead doctor on a 
tram of six physicians who have been 
treating DiMaggio, confirmed for the 
first time Wednesday that DiMaggio 
KoH had a cancerous tumor removed 
from his right long. 

[Dr. Barren said the surgery was done 
two days after DiMaggio entered the 
hospital OcL 12, and that he had 
suffered severe complications after the 
surgery, including a serious lung in- 


And so it is with Joe D, that intensely 
proud «wan, that sometimes impatient 
and unforgiving man, who, the Yankee 
management knew, would be insulted 
if, at Old-Timers' Day, he should not be 
the last announced. 

On the day I apologized forpoondmg 
nail into his head, I gave DiMaggio 
a photograph of him and Marilyn Mon- 
roe taken by Richard Sanborn, who is 
now a judicial magistrate living in 
Maryland. Sanborn had been a sergeant 
in the army stationed in Tokyo in 1954 
when DiMaggio and Monroe went on 
their honeymoon to Japan. 

I had written a column on DiMaggio 
and Sanborn sent tbe photo to me to give 
to DiMaggio, saying be had always 
wanted Joe to have il and didn’t know 
how to get it to him. Would I do it? I 
did. 


with him. It was too personal. But I 
handed DiMaggio the photograph. He 
thought it was great. “And this guy was 
just an amateur photographer ? ’ ’ ' 
DiMaggio said. “I’ve got to send, him a 
note and thank him. ” 

Shortly after, alone with DiMaggio, 1 
said, “Marilyn looked beautiful in the 
picture.” “She was beautiful,” DiMag- 
gio said, as though relating an insight. 

I said, “Joe. there’s a question I’ve 
always wanted to ask you, if you don't 
mind.” He nodded, knitting his brow. 
“There's that great anecdote first writ- 
ten by Gay Talese," I went on, “about 
when you were in Japan and Marilyn 
was asked by tbe brass to entertain the 
troops in Korea. When she returned to 
your hotel room, you asked how it went 
and she said, ‘Oh, Joe, you never heard 
such cheering!' And you said quietly, 
‘Yes I have.’ 


“Did it happen?" 

“Yes,” DiMaggio said, “it did." 
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ART BUCHWALD 


Talking Turkey Again 


Candid Camera ; 



(Scientists have analyzed the 
DNA found in a turkey buried 
in Plymouth, Massachusetts. It 
is presumably the oldest fowl 
discovered in the New World 
and the only science record 
we have as to how the Pilgrims 
celebrated the most famous of 
our pagan holidays.) 


fv NE of the most important 
W holidays is Thanksgiving 
Day, known in France as le 
Jour de Merci Dormant. 

Le Jour de Merci Donnant 
was first started by a group of 


pilgrims ( Pilerins ) who fled 
from r Anoleterre before the 


from rAngleterre before the 
McCarran Act to found a 
colony in the New World (le 
Nouveau Monde ) where they 
could shoot In- 
dians (les 
Peaux-Rouges) 
and eat turkey 
(dinde) to their 
hearts’ content 
They landed at 
a place called 
Plymouth (now 
a famous voit- 
ure Ameri- 


Buchwald 


came) in a wooden sailing ship 
named the Mayflower, or 
Fleur de Mai. in 1620. But 
while the Pilerins were killing 
the dindes, the Peaux-Rouges 
were killing the Pilerins, and 
there were several bard win- 
ters ahead for both of them. 

The only way the Peaux- 
Rouges helped the Pilerins 
was when they taught them 
how to grow com {mats). The 
reason they did this was be- 
cause they liked corn with 
their Pilerins. 

In 1623, after another harsh 
year, the Pilerins’ crops were 
so good that they decided to 
have a celebration and give 
thanks because more mats 
was raised by the Pilerins 
than Pilerins were killed by 
the Peaux-Rouges. 


“ Go to the damsel Priscilla 
(Allis iris vile chez Priscilla), 
the loveliest maiden of Ply- 
mouth (la plus jolie demoiselle 
de Plymouth). Say that a Hunt 
old emtain, a man not of words 
but of action fun vieux Farfan 
la Tutipe), offers his hand and 
his bean — the hand and heart 
of a soldier. Not in these 
words, you understand, but 
this, in short, is my mea n in g . 

“I am a maker of war (Je 
suis un fabricant de la guerre) 
and not a maker of phrases. 
You, bred as a scholar (Vo us. 
qui ires pain comme un etu- 
diant), can say it in elegant 
language, such as you read in 
your books of the pleadings 
and woo mgs of lovers, such 
as you think best suited to win 
the heart of the maiden." 

Although Jean was fit to be 
tied ( convenable d etre em- 
balle), friendship prevailed 
over love and he went to his 
duty. But instead of using el- 
egant language, be blurted out 
his mission. Priscilla was 
muted with amazement and 
sorrow (rendue muette par 
I'etannement et la tristesse). 


By Andy Meisier 

Ne*’ York Times Service 


M ONTEREY, California — On a rainy 
Saturday morning, in a rented store- 


iYl. Saturday morning, in a rented store- 
front a few yards from Cannery Row, a crew 
from die CBS series "Candid Camera’* pre- 
pares for a long day. The gag they are at- 
tempting is deceptively simple: Unwitting 
citizens who drop off film at a one-hour 
photo shop will return to find that estab- 
lishment gone, a dry cleaner in its place. The 
shop's mock proprietor — in both cases. 
Peter Funt, the show’s executive producer 
and co-host (with the sitcom-actress Suzanne 
Somers; — will profess benign noncom- 
prehension of his customers’ quandary. Said 
customers' reactions will be secretly recor- 
ded by a hidden camera and microphone. 

Since the segment is to be spontaneous 


and unscripted, almost nothing has been left 
to chance. The stunt has been discussed and 
planned for weeks. As a backup, a real photo- 
developing shop nearby has been paid to 
feign equipment failure and direct its cus- 
tomers to die trap. 

It takes hours of hard work to erect a 
reversible set and dress the Fast Photo outlet 
to Funt’s speci fi c ati ons. In a back room the 
camera and sound recorder are manned and 
the crew crouches silently. A few minutes 
later Andrea Montes arrives. She is taped 
dropping off aroll of film, being instructed to 
return in one hour and departing. 

The instant she is out of sight the crew 
springs from its hiding place and, with tense 
efficiency, turns Fast Photo into Mitchell’s 
Cleaners. This takes about 30 minutes. Funt 
changes into different clothing and stands 
nonchalantly behind the counter. Forty-five 
minutes later. Montes returns, passes back 
and forth several times in front of the store, 
then disappears up the street. Funt and his 
associates maintain their positions. And 
strict silence. Five minutes later Montes re- 
turns, enters and — eyes flickering slightly 
with confusion — approaches the counter. 

"Do you have cleaning?" asks Funt. 

"No.’’ says Montes, nonplused. 

For several minutes Funt maintains the 
charade, evoking several more brief expres- 
sions of puzzlement. Finally, he breaks char- 
acter and informs Montes that she has been 
caught by "Candid Camera." Montes 
smiles shyly, signs a release form and is on 


Every year on le Jour de 
Merci Donnant , parents tell 
their children an amusing sto- 
ry about the first celebration. 

It concerns a brave capi- 
taine named Miles Standish 
(known in France as Kilo- 
metres Deboutish) and a shy 
young lieutenant named Jean 
A Idea. Both of them were in 
love with a flower of Ply- 
mouth called Priscilla Mul- 
lens (no translation). The 
vieux capitaine said to the 
jeune lieutenant : 


At length she exclaimed, 
breaking the ominous silence, 
"If the great captain of Ply- 
mouth is so very eager to wed 
me, why does he not come 
himself and take the trouble to 
woo me?’ ’ (Ou est-il, le vieux 
Kilomitres ? Pourquoi nc vi- 
ent-il pas aupris de moi pour 
tenter sa chance?) 

Jean said that Kilomitres 
Deboutish was very busy and 
didn't have time for such 
things. He staggered on, 
telling her what a wonderful 
husband Kilomitres would 
make. Finally, Priscilla 
arched her eyebrows and 
said in a tremulous voice, 
“Why don’t you speak for 
yourself, Jean?" (Chacun d 
son gout. ) 

And so. on the fourth 
Thursday in November, 
American famili es sit down at 
a large table brimming with 
tasty dishes and for the only 
time during the year eat better 
than the French do. 

No one can deny that le 
Jour de Merci Donnant is a 
grande fete, and no matter 
how well fed American fam- 
ilies are, they never forget to 

S 've thanks to Kilometres De- 
iudsh, who made this great 
day possible. 



bdtig secretly taped. ;*r feiifc.% public is 
aware of the fact that we are on grinds— that 
they don't have to worry about being era- 
barrassed uncomfortably . They don’t have to 
worry about us invading people’s privacy. It 

was very clear in ray dad’s work that he cared 

; about people* And I feel the^same -way. I 
believe people are wonderful/' . . - ■ 

: Of course. Font adds* wonderful "Candid 
-Camera” segments walk a free line between 
humiliation and good-natured (xovocanon, 
one that he maintains is never. intentionally 
crossed. 




W 1 


This year’s segments have included a deni- ; 
ist’s office where patients in the waifingfoom 


.ftai 



pampfcin patch with a free "aR you can ^ 
cany” offer; a bank teller selling counterfeit > 
money at an attractive discount, and a movies- 




Allen Funt interviewing a subject in a 1963 segment of “Candid Camera.” . 


her way. This incident will yield roughly 30 
seconds of footage. 

This seems a particularly grueling way to 
create television comedy: more masochism 
then voyeurism, meny pranksterism laced 
with strict discipline. 

But this is probably why CBS, struggling to 
attract a larger share of a shrinking television 
audience, has chosen to return to its roots and 
revive fids 51-year-old franchise. Although 
rerun-drenched baby boomers might assume 
that the show had never left die air. "Candid 
Camera” had a 30-year hiatus, at least as a 
regular network series. Reintroduced as a 
half-hour series in February 1997, it promptly 
rewarded its CBS benefactors by turning in 
more than decent ratings, at considerably 
lower cost than a star-driven sitcom. 

. Terry Botwick, a CBS senior vice pres- 
ident. says: "It may feel a little retro, but 
that’s O.K. It’s actually an American cultural 
icon. It says a Jot about the strength of die 


show that it’s remained at that level of stature 
even after long spells off the air.’ ‘ 

"At times, says Peter Font, over lunch 
□ear his phony pboto-cleanets shop, "I’m 
worried about fee proliferation of hidden 
cameras for other purposes. Just because I'm 
the gay who eavesdrops on people with a 
camera for a living doesn’t mean that I'm 
comfortable with the fact that fee govern- 
ment might eavesdrop on me —or that a fast- 
food store is photographing me or that, an 
ATM is taking my picture or that that guy 
from aTV news magazine is watching me as 
I'm getting my tires rotated or something.” 
Funt leans forward, his voice rising: *.T think 
that hidden cameras are very, very potent and 
as such a potentially dangerous tooL They 
have got to be in the right hands, and they 
have to be used responsibly.’’ 

Font, fee 5 1 -year-old son of Allen Flint, 
“Candid Camera’s” creator, says toe re- 
sponsible use of hidden cameras — a credo be 


■ to line up in alphabetical order. ' . : oL 

Allen Font, who started "Candid Micro-” 
phone” on radio in 1947,- brought' .the ■ 
concept to ABC’s television division fee ; 
following . year. "Candid -Outiera” was ' 
broadcaston various networks and in various y 
fimi» slots until 1960, when it entered what > 
must be considered its golden ago. ■; 

Du ring moat of the 1960s v Alton Font was/ 
a ngtinnar symbol of ingenious mem meat;' / 
Peter, who first appeared pa die show as a/ 
shoeshine boy at age '3, spent his 'summery 
vacations helping outon the set and appearing/ 
in gags, most notably as a spray-pamied Ro~ y 
man statue who jabbed museumgoerc wife his £ 
spear wheal their backs were tinned. The show [f 
was swept off fee CBS schedule in 1967- _ / 
Understandably, Peter Funt sees no reason v * 
to tinker wife fee show's age-old formula, 
especially the meticulous attention to detail ' 
and ^ — truly agfonnding in these days of 
mace, lawsuits and iniUioo-dollar-pa-epfei 
ode perfonners — fee practice of amtxisbinrf* 
ordinary citizens, letting them make nrilaZ 
fools of themselves, then paying them $30 to 
appear on national television. ..... -V’ 

Virtually no one. Funt says, refuses to sign; 
his waiver. "Well, people are basically 
good-natured. about .it,” he explains. 1 
guess they just say, ’Gosh dam tt, they got j 
mel’ and trust that we Won’t portray than in 
a mean or spiteful way.” • ‘ ; 
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PEOPLE 


Hitting the Road for Thanksgiving 


New York Tones Service 


N EW YORK — The indigestion feat often accompanies 
Thanksgiving may have less to do with turkey and all the 


X v Thanksgiving may have less to do with turkey and all the 
trimmings than wife fee huge crowds on roads and at airports. 
A record 33.6 million people, roughly one in eight Americans, 
will travel at least 100 miles from home over this Thanks- 
giving holiday, according to a survey by fee AAA auto club. 

That breaks down to 27.7 million people going by car and 
5.8 million by airplane, bus or train. Most travelers (63 percent) 
plan to stay overnight wife family or friends, fee AAA survey 
indicates, and 23 percent intend to stay in a hoteL fee Lodging 
Research Network of PricewaierhouseCoopers says. 

Drivers should bear in mind that on New England roadways 
alone, an estimated 80 people are likely to be killed from 
Thanksgiving through New Year's Day, according to fee 
Connecticut Department of Transportation. 



r pHE opera star Luciano Pavarotti has agreed to sing three 
X performances of Puccini's "Tosca” at fee Metropolitan 
Opera in New York later this season. The general manager of 
fee Met, Joseph Volpe, has announced feat the tenor would 
appear as the painter Cavaradossi on March 16, 20, and 25. 
Pavarotti, whose performances invariably sellout, was to have 
sung the role three times this month but canceled because he 
was still recuperating from hip- and knee-replacement sur- 
gery. He was replaced by Richard Leech, who will now be 
replaced by Pavarotti. 


by Madonna in "Eyita” went to an unidentified buyerfor 
$2,2 00. It had been expected to go for at least $4,800 at die 
Bonhams auction house. A shirt, tonic, breeches and coat that 
DiCaprio wore in "The Man in the Iron Mask” were expected 
to bring around $5,000. Bat the top bid, from an unidentified 
American, wax $3,600. 


lilt 


A sale of what was billed as the most valuable single-owner 


collection of European furniture put up far auction 
disappointing results , bringing less than half the $30 m 


Over the past 18 years, the National Yiddish Book Center in 
Amherst, Massachusetts, has recovered nearly 1.5 million 
volumes feat serve as a record of Jewish life before the 
Holocaust. Brittle with age, many of the works are now 


threatened wife extinction. Steven Spielberg hopes to remedy 
fee situation. His Righteous Persons Foundation has made a 


grant of $500,000 to create "The Steven Spielberg Digital 
Yiddish Library.” Using digital technology, fee library in- 
tends to preserve works permanently by reprinting them on 
demand, issuing them as CD-ROMs and making them avail- 
able on fee Internet The project whose first volumes will be 
out early next year, insures access to a “lost Atlantis of 
cultural treasure,” said Aaron Lansky, the center’s 
founder. 


disappointingresults, bringing less feanhalf fee$30 million t£ 
$40 million expected. Of the 81 lots offered at Christie’^ S'* 
New York only 54 found buyers, although; the -top five all 
fetched morefean $ 1 million. "English furniture was .fee star 
of today’s sale,’ ’ said Alistair Clarke, head of Christie's New 
York European furniture department, noting feat two com- 
modes brought the highest pnees ever for English furniture at 
aoction in New York. . ... .' 
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Frank ftn> M(SKr Froc-Picoc 

CURTAIN UP — The Spanish actress Lucia Jimenez 
at the Festival of Three Continents, which shows films 
of Africa, Asia and Sooth America. She js a judge for 
the festival in Nantes, France, marking its 20th year. 


Movie costumes worn by Madonna and Leonardo Di- 
Caprio didn't live op to their star billing at an auction of 
Hollywood memorabilia in London. A silk floral dress worn 


Tony Kaye’s squabble over fee fete of his movie "Amer- 
ican History X” has landed in court with' a $200 million 
lawsuit. Kaye contendshe wasn't allowed to remove his name 
from the movie’s credits after the film’s star, Edward Norton, 
was given responsibility by fee stflcfio for making several 
changes, which lengthened his role ‘"What would have been 
a great film is now a good film,” Kaye said. He charges feat 
fee Directors Guild of America was silent when New Line 
Cinema and Norton interfered wife his work, and New Line 
and fee guild are ccKtefendants in the lawsuit filed in Wash- 
ington. ' J -V 
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take in a rock show 




and use AT&T Direct” Service. With the world's most pc^ed-ji network. g e t fsst dear, reliable connections from anywhere. Plus you'll always have the option of an operator who speaks your language 

AKfttafcesisyourAT&TCallingCaftforcredrt&ird.andyou'reweHof’ your way Important r.u*. yc-u rc out on tour. ' ’ ' - • - • 


For easy calling worldwide: 


I.Just dial theATET Access Number for fee country 
you are calling from. 


ms 


AnTAcccuNmbco 


2. Dial the phone number you're calling. 

3. Dial your card number. 




AistriaO .«tt«WII Greece* 00400*1311 — jaQUf 

Befefume JMSe.1fl0.10 Ireland a 1-WM5O-0C0 Sp*« 9004*46-11 

CaediRetetfic* — OO^ZOOO-HII bnel I - 80044 - 9444 * Sweden . 020 . 79541 1 

£*ypee( Cairo) f SJUZOO Italy* : 173-1011 Sw to x h nd* I 

Frenee 0400.994011 Nrtherbrxfa* 0890032*1 1 1 UttM Kfagdom A+ SS004M01 1 

Cermet ...-OIJMXMO tomb e^ Moscow)* 75S^»42 United Kingdom *4- 050049401 1 

For access numbers not listed above, ask any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or visit ourWfeb aka as 

vrww-att^om/ traveler 



AT&T 


It's all within your, rea^h. 


Cmfccndc^*vt*»”*««*^ f >n^WTra» i dn«xt w *o^erwfcc^ a 8 r wT»r t 8o*d4^ a 3«jn^ p ^ 

iB omne tnd phene depose. Abetted waMriiC'. *wh«e to most nmoles. OPt»c phones ra»Src lea! e©» for 0 ** **** ^ Inc nuaMe Cara Mdd«oaddw S Bei^ee^Mewmau v UJt«UBMi««- toN.WBst-Mrcd1<toaa(Xttdefae.--- MM ^^^^- 











